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To the Instructor

Few moments are more pleasing than those in which the mind is concerting
measures for a new undertaking.

THE RAMBLER, NO. 297

Much has changed in the fifty years that have passed since William Coyle’s Research Papers first
appeared in 1959, particularly the ways in which students can gather and record information. It is
possible to search the card catalogs of a number of libraries simultaneously, retrieve the full text of
a journal article and download it as a computer file, distribute questionnaires worldwide via e-
mail, view rare manuscripts, and do any number of other things undreamed of in the mid-twentieth
century. Despite such transformations in the tools and materials used in research, however, the
basic tasks remain the same. Writers still must determine a topic, widen their understanding of it,
develop a working hypothesis, plan and draft their work, and eventually produce a paper that
presents their claim in a well-documented argument. And, along the way, they should expect to
revise their thinking about the topic and return to earlier “steps” they had thought they had
completed.

The fifteenth edition of Writing Research Papers reflects all of these aspects of writing a research
paper in a new century. That is, while it provides guidance for such things as evaluating sources on
the Internet and documenting a posting to an online discussion group, it also continues to stress the
importance of planning and revising in crafting a paper.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

Two sample papers are new to this edition—]James Kebler’s paper on John P. Parker and Melissa
Lofts’s paper on the benefits of breastfeeding—and Paul Sanchez’s paper on animal hoarding has
been significantly revised. All three draw more substantially on online sources than samples in
earlier editions. In addition, facing-page commentary has been added to the APA paper.

GETTING STARTED

All too often students approach a writing assignment in a haphazard manner, trusting inspiration
or luck to carry them from one sentence to the next. The term research process and the description
of a step-by-step procedure may mislead them into assuming that writing is a sequence of
mechanical activities conducted like a precision drill. To be understandable and clear, a description
of research writing must be sequential; but the actual writing, of course, will not follow a linear



