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THE MURDER OF MARY JONES

It is summer time in an English holiday town. A young girl lies
dead on the beach. Who killed her? Was it Simon and Dan,
the two young men who met her, and danced with her, at the
disco that night? They sometimes steal cars, but are they guilty

of murder?

What really happened that night at the disco? There are
witnesses who say that there was a fight. Who followed
Mary when she left? Was she alone? And what about Mary’s
boyfriend, Jim? Did he really love her? Perhaps he was a little
jealous, and angry . . .

The court needs to find answers to all these questions, because
murder is a very serious crime, and murderers are often sent

to prison for life.
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The Murder of Mary Jones

INTRODUCTION

This is a court in England. The people in the court are trying to
answer a question — did Simon Clark and Dan Smith kill Mary
Jones, or not? It is a very important question, because in Britain,
murderers usually go to prison for life. You can see a picture of the
court on page 7. Simon and Dan are there, with two policemen, the
judge, the clerk of the court, two lawyers, and the twelve people in
the jury. Witnesses come to the witness box, and the lawyers and
the judge ask them questions. The jury do not say anything, but
they listen carefully. At the end, they must answer the question —
are Simon and Dan guilty of murder, or not guilty?

There are two possible endings to the play, Scene 4 (Alternative
1) and Scene 4 (Alternative 2). Read and discuss them, and decide
which you like best.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Scenes 1 to 4: The courtroom

At the back of the room is the judge’s table and chair. In front of
this there is a chair and table for the clerk of the court. On the left
of the judge’s table is a chair for the witnesses (the witness box). In
front of the clerk’s table is a table with two chairs for the lawyers.
Behind this table there are four more chairs for Simon, Dan, and
two policemen. On the judge’s left there are twelve chairs for
the jury. There are more chairs in the room for people to sit and
watch.
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‘\ﬁvﬂ The Murder of Mary Jones

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

The judge

The clerk of the court

Ms Helen Wills, the police lawyer
Simon Clark, a young man

Dan Smith, a young man, Simon’s friend
Mr David Carter, Simon’s and Dan’s lawyer
Jim Wilson, Mary Jones’s boyfriend

PC Norton, a policeman

Dr Seldon, a doctor

PC Moran, a policeman

WPC Gray, a policewoman

Mrs Lucy Symes

Janet Nolan, a young woman

Mrs Jones, Mary’s mother

The jury (twelve people)
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The Murder of Mary Jones

ScENE 1

How did Mary die?

The jury, the lawyers, and the clerk of the court come in and

sit down. Then Simon Clark and Dan Smith come in with the

two policemen. The judge comes in and everyone stands up.

The judge walks to bis chair, looks at everybody slowly, and

then sits down. The people and the lawyers sit down. Simon

and Dan, the two policemen, and the clerk are standing up.

CLERK

SIMON
CLERK
DAN

SIMON
CLERK

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

Simon Clark, you are here because of the murder of
Mary Jones. Did you kill her, or not?

No, sir. I didn’t.

And you, Dan Smith? Did you kill Mary Jones?

No, sir. I didn’t. 'm not guilty!

We didn’t kill her!

All right. Sit down. (They sit.)

(Standing up) My lord, I am Helen Wills, the lawyer
for the police. David Carter is the lawyer for Simon
Clark and Dan Smith.

Very good. Please begin, Ms Wills.

Thank you, my lord. Members of the jury, look at
the photo, please. There is a girl in the photo with a
young man. She is Mary Jones, and he is Jim Wilson,
Mary’s boyfriend. (The jury look at the photo.)
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The courtroom.

scene n. a part of a play during

which there is no change in time or

place  (ZKREIFH) —i5

jury n. twelve people in court

who decide if someone is guilty or

not [ H 4]

lawyer #. a person who knows a lot

about the law ftIifi

clerk n. an official in charge of the

records of a court, town council etc
(TRBE . HbJ7 BN 55 58 4 3
i) Aic i

court ». a building or room where

all the information concerning

a crime is given so that it can be

judged YEBE; i

murder . the crime of deliberately

killing someone i 3%

guilty adj. having done something

thatis a crime I T 9R1¥, A IEM

boyfriend n. a special friend for a

girl or boy BAIA



The Murder of Mary Jones

JUDGE

CLERK

JUDGE

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

Ms Wills, I haven’t got that photo.

Oh, I'm sorry, my lord. Here you are.

He gives the judge a photo.

Thank you. Please go on, Ms Wills.

On 12 August, Mary was in a disco in Trenton with
Jim. At midnight, she started to walk home along
the road by the sea, and someone killed her. Now,
please look at the second photo.

Excuse me, Ms Wills. (He holds up a photo.) This
photo? The photo of a dead girl?

Yes, my lord, that’s right. I'm sorry, it isn’t a very
nice photo. But that is Mary Jones, too. There is
blood on her head and face.

Yes, I see. Did someone find her there, that night?
Yes, my lord. Jim Wilson found her body on the
beach near the road at about half past twelve. He
tried to help her, but he couldn’t. Mary Jones was
dead.

How did she die, Ms Wills?

She died because someone hit her four times on the
head with a spanner, my lord. Clerk, can I have the

spanner, please?
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disco n. a place to listen to music,
meet people and dance il {7 R} T
midnight ». 12 o’clock at night
& TR

spanner n. a metal tool that fits
over a nut, used for turning the nut
to make it tight or to undo it &,

wr
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The Murder of Mary Jones

CLERK

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

JUDGE

MS WILLS

JUDGE

Yes, here you are. (He gives her a spanner.)

Thank you. It was this spanner, members of the
jury. Look at it carefully. This spanner has Mary’s
blood and hair on it. Can you see that?

She shows the spanner to the jury

Can I see that, please, Ms Wills?

Yes, of course, my lord. (She gives it to him.)

Thank you. But who hit her with the spanner, Ms
Wills? That’s the important question, you know.
Who killed her?

Who killed her? It was Simon Clark and Dan Smith,
[ think.

Why do you think that? Tell the jury, please.

Yes, my lord. They were in the disco that evening.
They went there in a car, a white Ford Fiesta. It
wasn’t their car — they stole it. They often steal cars.

I see. And how long were they there?

They were in the disco for two hours. At about ten
o’clock, Dan danced with Mary Jones. After that,
Simon Clark danced with her.

Excuse me, Ms Wills. Did Jim see this?

10



Fhmw - BUTRARE

-~ EE

HiLA. AT DL, SR (A i 4 Jb— A
#5F.)

RRET St . R AR LR
B B A . XA R
F L7 A e A i Ak & L g
|7

e dnF R AT A.

EE. KAeE AN, B+

R+ YRATLL, BRE R, (Rbdedk
Fikfb, )

) A o E R XN R T 4T
THE, BRI L 7 XK
BRI, RANTE . HER T HhY

BURET & WA T IR IEPESE - s
SO - S

) WA 23X 23N R 7 R
HvE—ik.

/R AP, YRR i TR AE AR
TR T, AT I 2 2
B, P T3 L 4R 45 5% 4
o BARABAT I E—— R
i Al 12 M 4

EE. FIAE T, A AR LEE TR A2

BURE St AR R TR T R
At 2ARZ+ SR, FHA
O - BBk T 8. 25, P
5% < L vE SCRNIh Bk T8

) T —TF, BURET &+, 5 A

Flix L6 7 07

11

‘This spanner has Mary’s
blood and hair on it.’

show v. to help someone to see
something & .-+« “(HN) A,
R

steal v. to take things that belong to
other people without their agreement
ffir; BIHL

dance v. to move your arms and
legs when you listen to music k5



