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Blue and white porcelain, an underglaze coloured
porcelain, is made by firing at a high temperature a clay
body that is painted with the cobalt blue pigment before
a transparent glaze is applied on the top. The name
reflects the fact that the underglazed cobalt pigment
turns blue after firing at a high temperature. Blue and
white porcelain is characterized with the high tinting
strength, the brightness and stability in color, and the
abundance of the cobalt.

The proto-blue and white porcelains were found
in Gongxian Kiln of Henan Province in Tang Dynasty.
Mature pieces appeared in Hutian Kiln at Jingdezhen
in Yuan Dynasty. Throughout the entire Ming and Qing
dynasties and up to now, blue and white porcelains
have been dominating Jingdezhen’s porcelain
production.

Most of the blue and white porcelains in Yuan
Dynasty had thick clay bodies and looked adorable.
They displayed the grey and dark blue color when
domestic cobalt with high manganese and low iron
content was used. In contrast, the color turned rich
green and gaudy with rusty stains when the imported
pigment with low manganese and high iron content was
used. The blue and white porcelains in Yuan Dynasty
were famous for the complicated and multi-layered
patterns, often depicting the theme of human figures,
animals, and plants, etc.

Jingdezhen remained the principal center for the
manufacture of blue and white porcelain throughout the
Ming dynasty. There were either official kilns (imperial
kilns) or folk kilns and the products made by the official
kilns outperformed those by folk kilns in both design
and color due to the absence of cost control in the
official kilns. In the early Ming dynasty, the production
of blue and white porcelain reached its peak in the
Yongle and Xuande periods when the imported smalt
glaze was often used to create a bright and vivid color.
The middle Ming period favored the wares made out
of thinner bodies with domestic cobalt that created the
quietly elegant color. The contrasting-color porcelain
introduced in this period was uniquely distinguished
from the others. However, in the late Ming dynasty,
the use of various kinds of domestic cobalt resulted
in different colors. Despite the numerous designs, the
techniques lagged behind.

Blue and white porcelain has witnessed the cultural
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exchanges between China and other countries. In the
Ming and Yuan dynasties, trade between China and
foreign countries developed, blue and white porcelains
were highly demanded and were exported west to
Egypt, Turkey, Iran and the Arab world, and east to the
Philippines and Indonesia, covering nearly the whole
Asia and Africa. The trade also brought the Muslim
culture into China that influenced the evolution of blue
and white porcelain production. In the Ming dynasty,
the technology was brought to Japan, Korea, Vietnam
and eventually to Europe. The importance of blue and
white porcelain in the promotion of China’s porcelain
around the world can never be overestimated.

To execute the Framework Agreement on Cultural
Exchanges concluded among Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi
and Anhui provinces for the purpose of promoting
cultural exchange activities in central China, we will
host exhibitions of historic relics from other provinces.
In association with the Jiangxi Provincial Museum,
Jingdezhen Research Institute of Ceramic Archaeology
& Imperial Kiln Museum in Jiangxi Province, the
museums that have the vast collection of unearthed
Yuan and Ming blue and white porcelains in China,
Hubei Provincial Museum will host Splendor of
Porcelain — Exhibition of Yuan and Ming Blue and White
Porcelains in Jingdezhen of Jiangxi Province. More
than one hundred pieces of blue and white porcelains
including some rare collections and samples from the
archaeological excavations in recent years are carefully
chosen and displayed to demonstrate a complete history
of the development of blue and white porcelains in the
Yuan and Ming dynasties. As the first theme exhibition
of porcelain hosted by the Hubei Provincial Museum,
the exhibition symbolizes the beginning of the cultural
exchanges in central China. We would like to take this
opportunity to extend our sincere thanks to the Jiangxi
Provincial Museum, Jingdezhen Research Institute of
Ceramic Archaeology of Jiangxi Province and the Chang
Foundation for their generous support and help during
the preparatory period.

Wish this exhibition a huge success!

Director, Hubei Provincial Museum
Director, Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology Fang Qin
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Brilliant people and resourceful nature make Jiangxi
a marvelous place. Its distinguished cultural relics range
from revolution, porcelain, bronze, religion, Hakka,
to academy of classical learning and historical figures,
which are the essence of the civilization in the region
of Jiangxi and Poyang Lake. What distinguishes Jiangxi
historical relics from the others is the numerous ceramic
artifacts scattering in this region like stars in the sky,
among them are Hongzhou Kiln in Fengcheng, Jizhou
Kiln in Ji‘an, Baishe Kiln in Nanfeng, Hutian Kiln in
Jingdezhen, and Ming & Qing Imperial Kiln in Zhushan.
They represent a significant part of the collection and a
highlight in Jiangxi Provincial Museum.

It is the responsibility and mission of those who
work in heritage field to protect, inherit, and glorify our
culture and intensify efforts in cultural exchanges. In the
11th Five-Year-Plan period, for the purpose of sharing
cultural resources, enriching the content and enhancing
the attraction of exhibitions, expanding the influence of
the museum, and promoting exchanges and cooperation
among museums, we have implemented the strategy of
invigorating the museum through exhibitions, according
to which we introduce exhibitions from other museums
and hold exhibitions in other regions. By putting our
efforts in three levels of exhibitions, namely, regular
exhibitions, theme exhibitions and exhibition tours
outside the province or the country, and by amassing
our local cultural resources, we have successfully
organized high-quality exhibitions and intensified
cultural exchanges with our counterparts in other cities,
provinces and countries. During the five years since the
museum was open free to the public, we introduced ten
temporary exhibitions from other places and delivered
ten theme exhibitions to other places each year,
effectively expanding our influence outside Jiangxi or
China and brining the preservation of cultural heritage
to a higher level.

The ceramic history in Jiangxi dates back to 20,000
years ago, as evidenced by the excavation of the earliest
pottery in the world from the ten-thousand-year-old
Xianren Cave. Since the establishment of Jingdezhen
1,000 years ago, especially since the set-up of Fuliang
Porcelain Bureau in the Yuan Dynasty, Jingdezhen
has evolved into the center of ceramic production
in ancient China. The imperial kilns in the Ming and
Qing dynasties have turned Jingdezhen into a summit
that may never be mounted. Jingdezhen is therefore
recognized as the capital of world porcelain production
with the kiln fires burning for over 10,000 years. In the
past 1,000 years since Jingdezhen became a town of
porcelain production in Jingde period during Emperor
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Zhenzong's reign in the North Song Dynasty, it has
created the most magnificent chapter in the ceramic
history of China. Among the most valuable types it
has produced are the lustrous porcelain with a bluish
white glaze of the Song Dynasty, the dignified and
stately blue-and-white porcelain and the thick and non-
transparent porcelain with egg-white glaze of the Yuan
Dynasty, the bright and gaudy porcelain with red glaze
and the freshly elegant porcelain in contrasting colors
of the Ming Dynasty, the fine and graceful famille-
rose porcelain, the simplistic and elegant polychrome
porcelain, the dazzling colored glazed porcelain, and
the changing flambé porcelain of the Qing Dynasty,
and the porcelain paintings by scholars in the Republic
of China, etc., symbolizing the great contribution
Jingdezhen has made to the world.

Most of the blue-and-white porcelains in our
collection, especially those made in Jingdezhen in the
Ming Dynasty, are obtained through archaeological
excavations. The majority of them are unearthed from
tombs with clear chronicles or marked with clear reign
titles, setting a standard for us to determine the origin
and date of similar wares. They have been highly valued
in scientific research and attract great attention from
both the academia and collectors. In recent years,
Jiangxi Provincial Museum has been invited to exhibit
selected Jingdezhen porcelains from our collection in
countries and regions such as the United States, Russia,
Kazakhstan, and South Africa as well as in the well-
known domestic museums such as Zhejiang Provincial
Museum, Shanxi Provincial Museum, and Guangdong
Provincial Museum, winning wide acclaim at home
and abroad. As the first exhibition sponsored jointly by
the two provincial museums in Hubei and Jiangxi after
the Framework Agreement on Cultural Exchanges and
Cooperation was concluded among Hunan, Hubei,
Jiangxi and Anhui provinces, it provides a precious
learning opportunity for us. | believe this event will
accumulate experiences for promoting communication
on exhibitions and lay a solid foundation for deepening
the cooperation among museums in the central region.
This exhibition has won great supports and tremendous
efforts from leaders of Hubei Provincial Department
of Culture and Hubei Provincial Museum. | would like
to take this opportunity, on behalf of all my colleagues
in Jiangxi Provincial Museum, to extend our sincere
appreciation to all of you!

Wish this exhibition a great success!

Director, Jiangxi Provincial Museum
Peng Minghan
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