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Location
1-ga ~ 6-ga, Yongsan-dong / Seobinggo-dong / Dongbinggo-dong, Yongsan-
gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Vision of Yongsan Park
Creating a national park in which nature, culture, history, and the future
come in harmony.

Aims of Yongsan Park

— A park that restores, sublimates, and expands upon the historicity and local
characteristics of the area

— A healthy park that restores lost and damaged ecological systems and
respect for nature

— A park that creates a new urban culture for the preservation of green spac-
es and a sustainable future

Basic Conceptualization

— Ecology Spine Park
A central part of Yongsan Park that restores the lost knolls linking Namsan
and the Han River as well as the damaged ecological system of the mixed
pine and oak forest, while providing a new north-south pedestrian route.

— Heritage Garden Park
A mixture of sprawling prairies and a garden where historic facilities, urban
culture, and restored streams water road mingle together.

— Gate Park
The face of Yongsan Park and the gateway to the surrounding features
have significant national and cultural values, such as Namsan, the National
Dentural Museum, the Museum Station on Shinbundang Line, and so forth.

— Global Culture Park

A symbol of diversity and globalization that serves to link Yongsan Park and

Itaewon.

— Play Park
A central place of activities and recreation for people of all groups and
ages, providing latest-technology facilities and recreational programs
against the backdrop of the natural landscape.

— Productive Park
An embodiment of the aspirations toward a more virtuous circle of product-
ion and consumption, the park encourages visitors to engage in a variety of
productive activities for the park’s maintenance, helping them outgrow their
traditional mode of being consumers only. ‘
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igfA1: Fx3k%v[El HEALING : THE FUTURE PARK

& 1t: West 8 urban design & landscape architecture b.v. + IROJE architects & planners + DONG IL Engineering Consultants +
Nam-choon Kim_Dankook University + Bong-ryol Kim_Korea National University of Arts
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Infernational Competition for Master Plan of the Yongsan Park, Korea
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® Oh Jak Gyo. /W& AS52EE @K% Oh Jak Gyo: Birds building a bridge between the people and the park

2450 Bridge Detail

* HEALING NATURE — “SAM CHEON LI GEUM SU GANG SAN’

Korean people describe Korean peninsula with a word “Sam Cheon Li Geum Su Gang San” that means 1,200 km of mountain and river linked all together is
embroidered in gold. This is the way that Korean understands their nature and the identity inherited into Korean’s DNA. In such, people can see, meet, and
interact with beautiful mountains and rivers anywhere in Korea. \We not only recover the forgotten landscape in the military base but also recover the identity of
Korean peninsula here by making the illusion of Korean landscape which functions both visually and ecologically.

* HEALING HISTORY — CONFRONTATION AND EXPOSURE

The location of Yongsan Park symbolizes an extreme turbulent recent history of war and occupation. However sad and sorrowful this history is, it is also Korean’s
history. The approach for the park design on the site is to show the traces and layers of the history by reusing many of the existing buildings and roadways. The
architectural approach is respectful towards the military buildings on the site. The approach ranges from 100% restoration (the Japanese Garrison) to the
construction of new buildings on the footprint of old ones. Somewhere in-between these two new additions are added to existing buildings to make them fit for
their new use.

Where buildings disappear their footprint reemerges as a trace of history. These places we call the “Madang”. The “Madang” is the ancient Korean word
describing the open plaza that can hold various programs.

* HEALING CULTURE - “PARK-METROPOLIS INTERFACE”

For more than 100 years the Yongsan site has been cut off from the city by a secured wall. The departure of the US army gives the city a unique opportunity to
reclaim the site and colonize it. The new Yongsan Park will transform the adjacent urban fabric. The park will work as a magnetic field for urban growth. The
interface between the park and the city is diverse and versatile. The park is very well connected to the city by pedestrian bridges where heavy traffic obstructs
connection, by green and blue linkages. Sometimes the interface is hard (a wall) sometimes the park and the city merge together. The Korean people will
recharge the park with traditional and contemporary uses.

Text: West 8 urban design & landscape architecture b.v.
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