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Abstract

This book is composed of seven parts. The General Report provides an overall
review of progress made in gender equality and women’s development in China in
2008 — 2012. The government has strengthened top policy design on promoting
gender equality. The CPC has emphasized the policy of equality between men and
women in its policy agenda. The national development plan has incorporated goals
for women’s development. A new Ten-years’ Program for the Development of
Chinese Women has also been adopted. The All-China Women’s Federation has
mobilized all its affiliated women’s federations at local levels to actively respond to the
demands of the Party and the expectations of the Chinese women for progress toward
building “ women’s strongholds” and “warm families” in the country. Through
participation in the start of the process and grassroots services, the ACWF has made
efforts to ensure women benefit more, more often and with genuine outcomes. The
General Report has also made it clear that women’s organizations have played an
active role in providing innovative social management and services to help with the
survival and development of different women’s groups. It has also paid attention to
hot and difficult issues in gender equality and women’s development that have
attracted public attention. At the same time, the General Report has analyzed the
challenges and difficulties in women’s development and suggested a series of important
issues that need to be addressed first and foremost.

The section on Development has seven articles, utilizing data from the Sixth
National Census and the third national survey on the status of Chinese women to
illustrate the growth of gender equality and women’s development in 2008 — 2012.
The section on Law and Policies has five articles, addressing, first of all, the
significance and characteristics of the new Program for Development of Chinese
Women from a gender perspective. This section also discusses the growth of women
in senior levels of government, and recent innovative policy and experiments in

promoting gender equality and women’s development through women’s microcredit
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finance and gender sensitive budget. Moreover, it has included an article on the
analysis of the judicial interpretation [l of the Marriage Law from a gender
perspective.

The section on Specific Investigations has eight articles, starting with a general
analysis of the main findings of the third national survey on the status of Chinese
women. It then includes analysis of the findings of the above survey on specific
issues, such as women’s political participation, marriage and family, public health,
disabled women, migrant women and attitudes. The section on Social Action has ten
articles, using case studies to introduce projects and actions taken by government
departments, women’s federations and women’s groups in promoting gender equality
and women’s development. The section on Evaluation Reports has seven articles,
providing an overall as well as specific analysis and evaluations of changes in gender
equality and women’s development in the six areas of health, education, economy,
politics and decision-making , family, environment at the levels of municipalities
directly under the central government, provinces and autonomous regions as well as
in rural and urban areas. The book ends with an appendix listing major events, key

legislation and policies and confdrences in gender equality and women’s development
in China in 2008 -2012.

Keywords: China; Gender Equality; Women’s Development
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