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Earthquake alarms ring at Tokyo's
Metropolitan Government headquarters,
sending workers running for cover. Across
the city, workers in another tower block react
to a fire alert. It is part of a city-wide drill
organized by the government last month.

Japanese scientists are warning the
likelihood of a big quake striking Tokyo
has increased since the huge temblor and
tsunami last March in northern Japan.

Shinichi Sakai is from the Earthquake
Research Institute at Tokyo University. He
said, “When we did the calculations,
tectonic activity was up by about six or
seven times. At that point in time we
established there was a 98 percent chance of
a quake within 30 years, or for the next four
years, it would likely be 70 percent. ”

FRHBNAENHEERW
g, TEARBFRESRKES
o AHHHS ik, —EREE

MIEARBI K RERMBE R
N, XRBFLMBERN—XE
TEERER .

BARZRES, BMEXI
BEFEIPREARBTNERZ
B, FREERHBENHIL X
K7,

BARRARZHEHRR P OB
BRI "RE\EHNOTE,
Hh 7R iE s B B2 B LRk 0 T
6. 71, BATHW, RXK30FMR
KEWBEHILERR 98%, KXk 4
FAREHBAILERR 70%,"

SMaN Ag SOIWIOU02T puB SIUaAg Jualing uo ysijbug usea

—



o O OB S R ST Nk E SR

Official estimates say a 7. 3—magnitu-
de quake in Tokyo could cause 11, 000
casualties and destroy 850,000 buildings.

At Shimizu Corporation in Tokyo, sci-
entists are working on cutting-edge con-
struction technologies to protect against
earthquakes.

A chief engineer at Shimizu, Masaaki
Saruta, says Tokyo is better prepared
than most cities.

“To be honest, | have never seen an-
ything like that so | was really surprised
as well,” Saruta says. “But basically you
do not need to worry about a building e-
ven if it's swaying. What | mean is, you
would expect a tall building to sway like
that because of the design.”

Last year's quake, 300 kilometers to
the north, shut down much of Tokyo, alerting
authorities to prepare for a big earthquake e-

ven closer to this huge metropolis.
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Drilling is just part solution to
reduce soaring gasoline prloes
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President Obama visited a community

college near Washington, to once again
make the case for what he calls his “all-
of-the-above” energy policy.

He said opposition Republicans' calls
to reduce soaring gasoline prices by
increasing drilling for domestic oil would
not make the United States less depend-
ent on oil from overseas.

“It cannot just be drilling for more

”

oil,” said President Obama. “We are

drilling for more oil, but that cannot be all
the solution. That is just part of the
solution. "

Mr. Obama says he has dramatically in-
creased the amount of domestic oil drilling
in his three years in office. But he says

other approaches are needed, including
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alternative sources of energy and more
fuel-efficient vehicles.

He blasted Republican presidential
candidates who dismiss his calls for in-
creased reliance on wind and solar ener-
gy, comparing them to science skeptics
of the past.

The president also said the forces
driving up oil prices are beyond his
control. He mentioned instability in the
Middle East and growing international
demand for gasoline as the main factors.

Chief oil analyst Tom Kloza, with the
Qil  Price
swelling global demand is one of three

Information Service, says
factors driving up oil prices.

Kloza says there is not much a U. S.
president can do to stop oil prices from
rising, aside from threatening new regula-

tions or limits on investors.

“If you put a little fear of God into the
speculators and into the people who think that
there is only an upside for crude oil or
gasoline, prices could be tempered,” he said.

The president later brushed off a
question about whether he has decided to
ease gasoline prices by releasing oil from
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, an
émergency store of oil kept by the U.S.

government.
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Whether mobile phones
can be used to help the poor
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More and more people are downloading
application software — better known as
apps —to their mobile phones. They can be
used to play games, navigate, surf the
web, shop and much, much more. Now, a
project announced at the recent World
Economic Forum will use an app to help

alleviate poverty and improve education.

It's called AppBridge. The idea is to
link software developers with communities
and non-governmental organizations, or
NGOs. The pilot project is led by a World
Economic Forum community called Young
Global Leaders. It's made up of about 700
people under age 40 from business, civil
society, government and academia.

“There's an incredible opportunity to
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be able to deliver simple educational or job
skill training tools to those who already
have phones and are most in need.
There's an incredible opportunity to help
educate and reach them with something
they already have in their hands,” said
Margo Drakos, founder of AppBridge.

“This is really about providing simple
tools to those individuals who have fea-
ture phones through SMS and to be able to
accelerate penetration to smartphones
or 3G access, " she said.

Apps could also be used to link
entrepreneurs with micro-credit lenders or
with markets.

“In some cases, women are not able
to go and sell their goods from their home
unless they know that the store is open
and the stores don't open at a consistent
time. So, something as simple and basic
as having an alert when the store is open
for them to be able to leave their home
and go sell their goods, " she said.

AppBridge is working with telecom-
munication companies, educational institu-
tions and non-profit organizations. Early
versions of some of its apps could be a-

vailable in March.
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navigate ['nzvigeit] vt. Y, 24\ vi. fifT, i
alleviate [o'livieit] vi. K%, £f0

academia [ zko'dimis] n. ¥ AR, ¥AREE
penetration [ peni'treifon] n. BiE, RIH

version ['vafon] n. fRAE; EFX



