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Abstract

Annual Report on Literature Development of Shanghai ( 2014 ) systematically
summarizes the achievements of Shanghai literature in 2013; discusses the
construction of literary criticism; analyzing measures and achievements in nurturing
talents.

2013 saw an abundance of marvelous novels. Famous writers created new
works, middle-aged ones solidified their standing; those born in thel980s were
getting mature in style. The novella, A Diversity of Sounds by Wang Anyi is rich in
content, while long novels, such as Yao Emei’s XiMenpo, Lu Nei’s The Past of Flora
Street, Zhou Jianing’s Waste City show various styles and special concerns. All these
works unveil a writing of Shanghai free from stereotypes. With the large scale
successful depiction of the life of civilians on the east bank of the Huangpu River,
Xia Shang’s The Chronicle of the East Bank, which enlarges the imagination about
Shanghai in literature and endows the city with a vigorous and rustic spiritual
landscape, indicates great efforts and achievements made by Shanghai writers in using
a writing form combining dialect and written language.

Behind the achievements by writers of all age is the hard work of reconstructing
and improving writers’ team and structure. For instance, the Shanghai Writers
Association has restarted the program to bring in mature writers. Based on the
platform of Yunwenxue. com, programs like Shanghai Innovative Writing Contest for
Writers Born in the 1990s play crucial roles in tapping writers of a new generation.
All these efforts are examined in this book. As forerunners of teaching innovative
writing, the Department of Chinese Language and Literature of Fudan University
together with the school of Liberal Arts of Shanghai University have made
explorating, researching and practicing since 2009. Interviews with the students and
teachers of innovative writing were made to fully expose the success and difficulties in
this field.

Much attention and support have been given to literature criticism recently. In
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order to establish a healthy interaction between criticism and writing, rounds of
discussions on how to promote its development have taken place in 2013, resulting in
the agreements to expand the scope of criticism and cultivate more young critics.
The Appendices include 2013 Shanghai Literature Chronicle, Statistics of Shanghai
Literature Development, and Programs Financed by Shanghai Literature Development Funds ,

a collection of objective and comprehensive data on Shanghai Literature development

for researchers and readers.
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