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Hl E (Preface

Since ancient times, China has witnessed
consecutive and frequent wars and conflicts.
With the establishment of feudalism, the
war appeared to be more common due to
the regime change. Meanwhile, numerous
ancient canons and books on the art of
war also emerged from the turmoil, in

which the profound content, the kindness
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oriented concept, the guiding thought of
knowing the enemy and yourself, the win-
win strategy of forcing enemy to retreat
without a fight, the idea of deploying army
according to different situation and the
method of choosing appropriate officers---
all make up the major content of ancient
Chinese military theory. Many prestigious
military canons, including Master Sun’s
Art of War, by Sun Wu, Master Wu's Art of
War, by Wu Qi, Sun Bin’s Art of War, by
Sun Bin, Main Points in Military Theory, by
Zeng Gongliang and Ding Du, and Book of
Military Theory, by Mao Yuanyi, and etc.,
are held in considerable esteem by strategist
worldwide and occupy important position in
the world military theory history.

This book introduces the major theory
of ancient Chinese books on art of war and
briefly explains the major military thought
reflected. And with the demonstration of
several famous ancient battles, it exhibits
the audience the extensiveness and
profoundness of Chinese military theory and
lively battle fields which are full of wisdom

and scheme.
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Origin of the Books on the Art of War
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The books on the art of war is a general term of ancient Chinese
military canons, also the conclusion of the experience on ancient
military battles. Similar to other social matters, its origin is the
product of the development of society. Before the birth of formal
books on the art of war, there are many inscriptions on bones,
tortoise shells or bronze articles record the ancient Chinese wars.
Based on that, the earliest relevant books, Military Strategy and
Military Theory appeared in the Spring and Autumn Period (770
B.C.-476 B.C.) and Warring States Period (475 B.C.-221 B.C.).
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> Early Records on Wars

In ancient times, owing to the low
productivity, people could only survive
on the fertile soil and along the riverside.
However, such area was rare and limited.
So the ancient ancestor would try to
obtain the fertile soil through wars and
then hunt, fish and plant on these lands,
which was the most primary surviving
method. As it were, the war has come
into being ever since the appearance of
human beings.

The earliest record on wars can be
found in the inscriptions on bones or
tortoise shells, including Shang’s attack
towards the Zhou Tribe and the King of
Shang’s military strategies, etc.

From the establishment of the
Western Zhou Dynasty (1046 B.C.-771
B.C.) to its collapse witnessed by King
You of the Zhou Dynasty in 771 B.C.,

this country had been through many
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Li Gui

Gui, is a type of food vessel in ancient China. Li Gui,

also called Gui of King Wu's War Declared on Shang,

with a height of 28 cm and four lines of inscriptions,

totally 32 Chinese characters, at its interior bottom,

which records the story of King Wu's War Declared on

King Zhou.
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famous battles and wars. In this period,

due to the blooming of the production of
bronze articles, people started to record
the wars in the inscriptions on the bronze
articles.

The most famous bronze ware
inscription about the battle is the one on
Li Gui (a round-mouthed food vessel
with two or four loop handles), which is
quoted as: one day in the morning, when
the day was still dark, King Wu of State
Zhou sent the army to attack Shang’s city
and defeated the fatuous King of Shang
Dynasty, Zhou. It was one of the most
prestigious battles in Chinese history,
called Battle of Muye. In the late Shang
Dynasty (1600 B.C.-1046 B.C.), King
Wu led his army and arrived at Muye

(today’s southwest area of Qi County of
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Henan Province), while King Zhou of the

Shang Dynasty was forced to summon
the city defending troop and bunches of
salves to resist the attack. King Wu took
a mass pledge at the front and inspired
his followers. On the other hand, King
Zhou’s slave soldiers defected one after
another. King Wu chased Shang’s troop
in the field and King Zhou fled back to
his city Zhaoge and burned himself in
his own courtyard. King Wu took the
city and declared the end of the Shang
Dynasty and the tyranny of the King
Zhou.
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Bone Inscriptions and Bronze Ware Inscriptions

Bone inscriptions indicate the primitive characters carved on tortoise shells and animal
bones in the Shang and Zhou dynasties(1600 B.C.-256 B.C.). It is the early hieroglyphics
in China with a strong graphic feature. So far, there are about 4,500 characters found in
total.

Bronze ware inscriptions, also called epigraph, indicate the characters carved on
bronze ware. The most of them were cast out of its mould and only seldom were carved
out. They mainly appear on the bronze ware of the Shang and Zhou dynasties(1600 B.C.-
256 B.C.), including bell (Zhong), Ding (ancient cooking vessel), musical instruments,
food vessels, weapons and etc., in the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046 B.C.-771 B.C.). So it
is also called Zhongding Inscriptions.

s FEBBRLEHREX - RSN AR
Bone Inscriptions on the Rubbing of Bronze Plate Inscriptions
Animal Bone Produced by Official Historian Qiang

(Western Zhou Dynasty, 1046 B.C.-
771B.C.)

(&)

b {rage oy

J2M JO 1Y 3Y) UO syoog ay) Jo uibnp



=)

12 JO LY 3y} U0 SY00g JUIDUY

- WRED

A L SGeR T
SR EREIEZ K. SAELHETHE
BEEFNE (Hj980) , RGTEE,
184K, ZRNEHHCI6T, 1LE
T AR JE B E BRI RE R SRS
B EAAE (H7980) , HEER
ARAG TR T RRE (AdE) .
I S5 i 15 I A ik FEAE DUK B R AR
W TS, AR R AR K 5 R
kB AZE . AESILE, T42K
FEE, DURAIREMLEANE.
B ERRRE SR AT, ERAY
MR FE3 H P )& T 615000 A
ILHIME R . My R THELLSERE, (8
V5 LLRT B AT R & 0 24 R T8

The bronze ware Guobo Gui records
the Southern Campaign Led by King
Zhao of the Zhou Dynasty in 980 B.C.,
which was cast with a square base, with
a height of 18.4 cm and 16 characters
inscribed on the interior describing a
fragment story of Guobo following King
Zhao’s army to launch a strike over
Jingchu area. In 980 B.C., King Zhao
of the Zhou Dynasty initiated a war
opposed to the vassal states in Jingchu
area (today’s Hubei Province). And
the local soldiers set series of defense
fortifications along the southern bank of
Han River in order to resist Zhou’s attack
depending on its natural terrain. After
Zhou’s army across the river, King Zhao
ordered to sink all the ships to express
his determination for victory. So when

King Zhao won the war, he had no ship

- ABER

BRBE (? -§7977) , AASOEKEE,
Portrait of King Zhao of the Zhou Dynasty

King Zhao of the Zhou Dynasty (?-977 B.C.), is the
fourth King of the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046
B.C.-771 B.C.).
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to employ. So he ordered
the local boatman to build
the ships for 15,000 soldiers
within three days. As it was
an impossible mission, the
boatman was forced to use
glue to stick the former sunk
wreckages together. While
Zhou’s army crossed the
river, the glue was melted and
most of the boats sank in the
river. At this time, the joint
troop of Jingchu seized the
opportunity and chased out
the Zhou’s army.

The bronze ware Ban Gui records
the Battle to Dongyi (general term for
ethnic groups living in the eastern areas
of China) led by King Cheng of the Zhou
Dynasty with detailed description. In the
August, King Cheng appointed Maobo
Ban to launch a strike over Dongyi people
with the troop made up by the imperial
army dispatched from Shaanxi Province
and also the vassal armies as well as the
troop from the near State Wu and State
Lii. During this war, Maobo Ban made a
thorough plan and logical deploy. In three

years, he finally won the war.
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> Earliest Books on the Art
of War

The content of books on the art of war
in ancient China is rich and diversified.
Although the first book on the art of war
can not be confirmed yet, several records
about the early books on the art of war
still can be found in the literatures, such
as The Commentary of Zuo and Master
Sun’s Art of War written since the Spring
and Autumn Period (770 B.C.-476 B.C.).
Military Strategy and Military Theory
have been considered as the earliest
works. However, they had been long
gone. Only some fragments of records
can prove its existence. According
to the research, the two books were
approximately written in the late Western
Zhou Dynasty (1046 B.C.-771 B.C.).
They have ample content and not only are
the simple record on military activities

but also conclude the relevant experience
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and reveal some regular patterns in these
activities.

Now, seven fragments of the content
of Military Strategy now have been found
in several ancient canons: three in The
Commentary of Zuo, two in the Master
Sun’s Art of War Commented by Eleven
Scholars, one in the Taiping Imperial
Encyclopaedia, and one in the General
Canon.

The first rule quoted in The

Commentary of Zuo indicates that the
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Early Eagle Hilt Dagger
(Western Zhou Dynasty,
1046 B.C.-771B.C.)

military activity should stop when it
suffices and shrink back when it gets
stuck and the idea that the country
who values the morality shall never be
defeated, meaning: once achieved the
purpose, the leader should cease the
attack and do not expand the activity
blindly; and the leader should be sensible
and can face the difficulty directly and
pull back in time as a expedient; and in
the last, it emphasizes the importance
of the morality and explains the country
who values the morality shall never be
defeated. This thought that weighs the
benevolent rule over the result of battles
was very rare at that time.

The second rule quoted in The
Commentary of Zuo indicates that the
strategy of taking the first step is a
necessary concept. In the Spring and
Autumn Period (770 B.C.-476 B.C.),
under the guidance of this strategy, the
State Chu took the supremacy from the
State Jin over a great victory.

The third rule quoted in The
Commentary of Zuo usually employed
with the second rule above, indicates
that despite the failure in the strategy
of taking the first step, another remedy
of waiting for the later attack while the

enemy was vulnerable can also turn the



