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The Evolution and Contexts of Textbooks:
The Educational Thoughts

Jyh-Yiing Yang~ Yung-Sheng Ou’”

Abstract

The development of textbooks has been highly related to the educational
thoughts in different periods. These educational thoughts have their particular
historical contexts. To clearly understand the development of textbooks, this study,
focusing on the phase from 1945 to 2011, adopted historical method to explore the
historical meaning that educational thoughts had brought to the policies and systems
of textbooks. This study found that the major educational thoughts lasting from
1945 (early years of Taiwan retrocession) to 1987 (the phase when the martial law
was lifted) belonged to Nationalism. After the martial law, the educational thoughts
have become diversified and abundant; four kinds of tendencies could be gleaned,
including marketization, localization, multiculture, and humanism. After Year 2000,
postmodernism, globalization, and social reconstructionism have also become part
of the educational thoughts. Besides, this study looked deeply into the following
three aspects: 1) the factors affecting the rise and decline of educational thoughts,
2) the political and social meaning existing in and among each educational thought,
and 3) the real practice of educational thoughts in actual educational settings.

Finally, conclusions and implications were raised based on the results of this study.

* Jyh-Yiing Yang, Associate Professor, Department of Education, National Pingtung
University of Education
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