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Abstract

Sustainable development of ethnic tourism village is a complex systematical
project of its economic, social and ecological development, relating to coordina-
tion of village’s population, resources, environment and development and other
elements. Ecological environment is the base of survival and development which
the households in tourism village are relying on while village economic develop-
ment is a prerequisite for the promotion of ecological and environmental protec-
tion. Ethnic tourism village’s development can not be at the expense of its envi-
ronmental and social benefits for seeking simple economic benefits, but must be
under the guidance path of sustainable development.

As the specific economic and cultural space of china’s ethnic areas, the
ethnic tourism village has special strategic position and political significance.
However, with the development of tourism in the ethnic villages, there emerge
a series of economical, social and ecological problems which are bad for the sus-
tainable development of village’s economy, society and ecology. The practice
proves that the ethnic tourism village must follow the principle of sustainable de-
velopment. Basing on the protecting of the natural and humanities ecological en-
vironment, it should speed up the development of village tourism, promote vil-
lage tourism industry to drive rapid economic growth and social development of
the village, realize the economic sustainability, social sustainability and ecolog-
ical sustainability of ethnic tourism village. This is also an important and urgent
task which the current regional environment and our national economic and social
development face.

At present, the existing academic researches on ethnic tourism village have
some limitations which focus on the following aspects. Researches on sustainable

development in ethnic tourism village are not enough, and mostly on the village’s
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tourism and lack of systematic analysis; mostly from tourism, ethnology, sociol-
ogy, anthropology and other single-discipline theory point of view and on a parti-
cular site investigations and descriptive analysis of research, lack of research in
the general sense; for the research background and limitations of historical stage,
some of the classical theory could not explain and resolve the real problem of sus-
tainable development in China’s ethnic tourism village at this stage, also could
not fully clarify the ecological, economic and social relations among the three
subsystems; more starting from the macro level while less from the micro level,
and awareness and emphasis on sustainable development is not sufficient.

In the book, theory of sustainable development is used as the main theoreti-
cal support while cross-interdisciplinary research methods and theory of regional
economics, nationalities economics, tourism economics and other disciplines
are also used. Basing on empirical analysis, it conducts a more comprehensive
analysis and research on the village’s sustainable development from several per-
spectives.

The book is divided into four parts with seven chapters. The first part
(Chapter 1) is the introduction, the second part ( Chapter 2) is a general
part, the third part ( Chapter 3, Chapter 4, Chapter 5) is the points on the
part of the study as well as the focus of the book, the fourth part ( Chapter 6,
Chapter 7) 1is the conclusion.

Chapter 1 is introductory part, mainly explains the background and signifi-
cance of the study, the domestic academic research in this field. After giving the
definition of related concepts, the structure and research methods of the book
are shown and innovations and inadequacies of this book are proposed.

Chapter 2 is the general part, mainly on the sustainable development of
China’s ethnic tourism village. It makes an overall analysis on China’s ethnic
tourism village’s sustainable development which focuses on its scientific connota-
tion, characteristics and objectives, and further points out the realistic basis of
sustainable development in China’s ethnic tourism village, analyzing the histori-
cal background and process of sustainable development, pointing out the major
obstacles of village’s development. Also from the tourism village’s development
objectives, ways of management, participants, beneficiaries, the external eco-

nomic role and external non-economic role, it conducts a comparative analysis
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on the traditional development model and sustainable development of the ethnic
tourism village, promoting that sustainable development is an inevitable choice
for China’s ethnic tourism village. The chapter lays a theoretical foundation and
provides background for sustainable development of ethnic tourism village.

Chapter 3 focuses on analysis and research on sustainable development of
ethnic tourism village from the perspective of economic sustainable develop-
ment. On the one hand, through the analysis of the village’s lagging behind in
economic and social development, it points out that existing extensive economic
growth mode is not conducive to the sustainable development of the village. On
the other hand, through the analysis of the village household’s non-sustainable
behaviors, it points out that under the households’ diversified economic
choice, household’s participation is the fundamental core issue for village’s non-
sustainable development in economy. Facing the plight of the village’s sustainable
economic development, the chapter concludes with strategies for villages’ sus-
tainable economic development.

Chapter 4 discusses the plight of villages’ sustainable development from the
village population, village social system and development issues, the imbal-
anced game of interests of all stakeholders and other aspects. Tourism stakeholder
theory stresses that to establish a new integration mechanism of interests in the
village through a variety of possible ways to ensure that tourism stakeholders
should have the interests of the village, to integrate all forces to form a synergy,
and jointly promote the village’s rapid economic growth, to ensure equitable op-
portunity and ability to development for people in the village communities,
which is the fundamental requirements and essential conditions of village’s sus-
tainable development. Therefore, in addition to the analysis of village popula-
tion, social systems and other problems, this chapter also focuses on the analy-
sis of cooperative behavior and the demands of interest between the stakeholders
in ethnic village. Pointing out that the existence of incompatible and inconsistent
game behavior is a major source of socially non-sustainable development, it
would intensify a series of contradictions and conflicts with the problems ap-
peared in village, not only affects intergenerational fair and interests, but also
restricts sustainable development of village’s society. Finally, it promotes the

path choice of the village sustainable development.
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Chapter 5 makes in-depth analysis on the predicament of sustainable devel-
opment of natural ecological environment and human ecological environment in
China’s ethnic tourism village basing on the theory of public goods and “Com-
mons Tragedy” . The book, pointing out that tourism’s external non-economy,
characteristics of public goods of tourism environment, ignoring of farmers’ will
express and their interests pursue, over-exploitation and over-use of tourism re-
sources, and inconsistency of stakeholders behavior and target, all risk factors
are the main reasons for ecological unsustainable development. Finally, the
chapter promotes the effective mechanism for ecological sustainable development
of China’s ethnic tourism village.

Chaper 6 is the conclusion part. For the major obstacles of village’s sustain-
able development, the book promotes a sustainable development path choice of
China’s ethnic tourism village under the guidance of theory of sustainable devel-
opment. Namely, to enhance effective system safeguards of the village, ensure
farmers’ full participation and beneficiaries, safeguard the sustainable develop-
ment of village tourism, and strengthen the coordination of cooperation between
stakeholders.

Chapter 7 makes a summary conclusion that sustainable development of
China’s ethnic tourism village is a systematic and complex project which is relat-
ed to economic, social and ecological aspects, related to coordination of village
population, resources, environment and other factors. Under the guidance of
sustainable development theory, combined with the practical reality of village
development, China’s ethnic tourism village must choose the path of sustainable
development and achieve the goal of economic sustainability, social sustainabili-
ty and ecological sustainability.

Overall, this book makes a preliminary and comprehensive research on eth-
nic tourism village’s sustainable development. The possible innovations are as fol-
lows :

1. Constructing a new analysis framework for sustainable development of
ethnic tourism village. The existing literature has been more single perspective
and many studies remained in the listed information and lack of in-depth and
systematic analysis. Sustainable development of village is a multidimensional ,

comprehensive, systematic process of development while ecological, economic
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and social sustainable development of ethnic tourism village is the final goal of
tourism village’s development. Various factors on village’s sustainable develop-
ment have very significant impacts. Therefore, this ethnic tourism village-based
theoretical framework of sustainable development is studied. It will help break
through the limitations of previous studies.

2. Distinguishing the traditional development and sustainable develop-
ment. From the study point of view, the book changes the way in which more re-
searches conducting from the macroeconomic level, but choosing the micro-eco-
nomic unit, China’s ethnic tourism village as the study subject, comparing the
traditional development and sustainable development while the historical back-
ground , development process of its sustainable development and other necessary
explanations were made. It enriches the current academic content in this field of
research.

3. Defining the scientific meaning, characteristics and objectives of sus-
tainable development of ethnic tourism village. Sustainable development is an im-
portant theoretical support of the book. Then, the book proposes the sustainable
development of ethnic tourism village not only means the sustainable development
of village tourism economy, nor is it simply referring to social and ecological
sustainable development, but refers to the development in which village house-
hold is the main body, to coordinate the social and economic relations in the vil-
lage is the core, to maintain the village social, economic, ecological coordina-
tion among the three subsystems of sustainable development is the final goal. It
has three major characteristics of economic sustainability, social sustainability
and ecological sustainability.

4. Systematically analyzing economic, social and ecological sustainable de-
velopment of China’s ethnic tourism village. Literatures mostly started from a sin-
gle level and lacked of systematic analysis. This book makes a more complete
comparative analysis on the plight and the causes of village’s sustainable develop-
ment and its economic, social and ecological development from the multi-level
and targeted to select typical tourism villages in different ethnic areas in China
for the survey study.

5. Expanding the research fields. Based on the theory of sustainable devel-

opment, the book transfers to the studies on its economic, social and ecological
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sustainable development. Due to the different characteristics of ethnic tourism vil-
lage, it refers to the village’s natural environment as well as its humanity envi-
ronment. At present, the studies on this field are still limited. So the book makes
up the research limitation on the sustainable development problem, and opens
up the research space.

6. Breaking through the original framework limitations of proposed meas-
ures, but initially proposes the path choice of village’s sustainable development
due to the plight of its economic, social and ecological development. To enhance
an effective system safeguards of the village, ensure farmers’ full participation
and beneficiaries, safeguard the sustainable development of village tourism,
strengthen the coordination of cooperation between stakeholders would help to

solve the problem of village’s sustainable development.
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