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lySHAMGHAI COTTON STRIKE.

*

M.'ILT; ATTACKEIY ANTY JAPAN.
ESE FOREMAN KIT.LED.
Shacghai, March 1.
A critical situation has doveloped in
ti. Cotton Mill District, where 3,409
an?oynea of Japancse milis arc strik-
ing against the roguhhonc

me..ml
f.a.lmg.é.lwm Py
here  are . signs of the uLLH~
epreading to other forcirm miils.
Chinese: and foreign Police ar» co-
operating for the maintenane: of or-
der.—Reiter.

T MILL STRIKE A%
SHANGHAI

JAPARESE OVERSEER BEATEN.

FOUR THOUSAND OPERATIVES

[y Sy % 16

Shunghui, March 1.

On Tunuary 27, the administration
of w Japanese weaving mill in Shang.
hui issued an crder that each hand
must operate three looms.  The eper.
ativeg refused to carry out the order
and struck work.

During the negotiations that lollow-
ed one of the Juapanese overseers is
said to have made iasulting remarks
to a woman worker. This roused the
indignation of other workers who gave
the overseer a thrashing. The w orkers
then declared a ntnenl stoppage and
and now four thousand operatives are
idle. The administration of the mill
called in the police of the Inter-
national Settlement te protect the
mill. The police dn\pemed the crowd
surrounding the mill and detalned ten
workmen. The strikers are demand-
ing guarantees of gcéd treatment onj
the part of the cverseers and the im-
mediate release of the arrested work-
men. Chincse workmen in Shanghii
cemplain that a system of spying and
the blacklist are being introduced into

the mills in order to hunt out alleged |
Bolsheviks and prevent them from

cbtaining: work at any of the mills.
This worlk ig directed by a bureau

-which keeps a record of suspected:

persons and denounces them to the

police by whom they are arrested as|
agitators. A list of nuspected persons |

is also distributed to th:e mills for the
purposes of victimizaticn. The cases,

are.recorded of three men and ons|

woman f:mploved in the mills in
Shanghai who ‘rere denounced to ihe

po!'ce by the <p'~mg hureau’ :ad ar-’

rested. Tt is believed that <his RS

dustrial =pying is being cari:d on Iy

the recently formed: Coxet:tut: Al_ :
.Defence Leacue.—d.N. 4. :

e
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.~ DEFENCE  PREPARATIONS, AT
-~ SHANGHAL ~

RITISH TROOPS TAKE UP AN - OUTSIDE
*“ | ~ LINE.

"
S b i
. LSS A . )

‘LABOUR SITUATION NEARLY - NORMAL.

SHANTUNG TUPAN'S PROCLAMATION.
PEKING DIPLOMATS' ANNOUNCEMENT,

q’az&m}. ATE— . T

Shanghai, Feb. 24.
There are at least.200 students|.
and workmen arruted by the mili-
‘tary authorities here - during the
Jast twgnty-four ,houn —Kuo We
e ey ',Pelnng, Feb. 2.-5
N $"The’ nenl strike at Shanghai'
5ig+ breaking, ‘Wécording” to official |
fo vuu ‘receivéd ‘here. "
of the Japanese cotton mills,
reopened yesterday ;, Chinese mills, .
-except two,’ ‘also resumed ; only the "
workem an; tho aBntuh mlh _Te-

normal ‘again 'work reopened |
.at the: ‘dock: uvdl -on, ‘February
2Ard. beamen empioyed by’ But-;
terfield and -Swire and J ardine
Matheson are still on strike.

~It-is_expected that the‘ahlppm
lines will be in londmg nnd ugloa
Jng cargo to-day. "

* The plan to close down uhops, in
protest against thef¢xecution ot
workers 1 the Chinese city, was’
not realized. The Generul Cham-
bu' of Commerce opposed the plan.

Uriofticial messages indicate that!
work was rasumed at the pos-xt-k
_office yesterday, and that all work-
-érs would return to their jobs as a
.vesult of the order issued by the
-General Labour, Union. A
z;rTrenchu 'aTe i bemg dug bv

rench’, ‘poldmm along t ‘; J

-afa'fu""'oﬂ
Ching &z ":g“ﬂ ‘ab- N i
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a"ﬁw.x L I g uziride the Ipter-

’u‘

ich_is_re--
or. the ([g-i

This action was taken on tlw :e-!
1

ade 1 of _the. situatjon
which is being created by the
.er’ Vals In "!s!:gnﬁln.l} L‘r[' num-
bers «f Chinese troops ’m; the
Lorth, 3

The defences of both foreign
I Rettlements on their actual hound-
arfes are being further streng-.
ﬂ:md with nddmonnl bmhed
wire, etc. 5 F S
It ig, expected that the Ameri-,
can and .Tnpnneae quotas for de-’
fence “will be io' line soon. The'
Italians are occupymg their pm--
ticular sector. . ... 1

Ahout 4.000 foreign nntxonnls re-|
eide in the area occupied by the;
British troops outaide the Settle-.
ment proper. ; ’
. Heavy rain has been falling the
do) long und most of the couniry is
a quagmire. !
The general mtuntxon 1s compnr-~
atively quiet.
In the course of a Pro«;lnmntmn
General Chang Tsung-chang bla-
mes  Communism for China's
«haos, and says that he purposes
dts externnination. He refers to
Generad Chiang Kai-shek as a mer-
«iless robier and brutal beart.—
Reuter,

thnﬁl\.n Feb. 25.

sung-g¢ h:}n,

General Chang” T
trwpy confimug to arrive pt Shang-
!..n and aruxpgc_ted to _reach a
sides _the

fofal ommht
N—

oyt hv White Russiana. It i< re.

S o . 4 : 1}
Shanrkai, Feh. 23, |

Moitisle ¢voapn to-day ure *‘in the;
u&y.,-ur »&L«-—J’-—-—-—-— i
e, hot Lo flien ave oucunyine

s

are still <t on strike. Th» DPost
Otbice is fum ioning as usual, hm
tlu}jg__]_hp__..a.:;e_ndt..;m‘l_m_zhe
Cngren

strike were ﬂ\te;\janed *nﬂv death
TTas 200U NS spanh
.\ .

'situation round the Iﬂtematloxml

~wnde public through the * Senior
‘Consul in Shanghai to-day, while].
“the Trench 3inister is making a

ported that the 'Squaf?mr. wild ';;m:

to Hackow to: co-nperats with-tie

Fengtien onerations agninst -ihel

Rontherners.

irce American destroyers arrivs

#d from Manila.
The Lo o sitaation to-day is
wirnally normal. Ouly €00 men

Sunultaneonsly with the calling
off of the =4:ike here, 1 one-day
ceneral strils was stoged in Man-
kow yesterday. There were many

dentoustrations, the crowd:  alsoi
passing in procezzion through the
idritish Concession, but there was
io incident.—Heiter,
Veking, ¥eb. 25.

Following upon 3 meeting of
])xp)on'atw Bod\ ryesterday after-
noon, Mr. W. J. Oudendijk, in|
hir capacity of Senior Minister,
hasded Reuter this morning a
copy of a 1'ublic Announcement
wade by the Interestea Diplomatic
Representatives with regard to the

iNettlement of Shanghai.
The same statement s bemg

similar  ounouncement  nutatis
mutandis concerning the French
Concession_uat_sShapgha).
o stagement is as follows?

“In the light of the military
events which are at present taking
.place in the region of Shanghai
and which may at any moment
have serious consequences for the
safety of the life’and proyperty of
their respective n.\hon..,‘, as was
x\ppntent from the bor-b'\rdn‘pn!:
of the 22nd of thix ‘month. the
Interested Diplomatic RPpluSm\th
tives feel compelled to vecall that

the Intemationul Settlement ot
' 4 [ 1

9&??53!%9&
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Shangbal' like the other Conces-
sions_in. China, was established in
| virtue: of fegular ugreements with.
‘the | Chlnese Government ‘in order.
to’ “muke it possible for forexgnexss
to reside there freely and to carry
on’ their tr’tde

“In “the course of the pmt\
strife of which that region has
been the scene, the authorities of
the International Settlement have
serupulously abstained from fav-
ouring .any of the conflicting
pacties” mvolved and in‘spite of
the' dlﬁxcultlee of -the - situation
thq are maintaining in that re-
spect the strict neutrality imposed
upon them by the nature of the
state of affairs thus established.

- ““The Tnterested Diplomatic Re-
presentatives are thus warranted
in expecting on the part of the
Chinese authorities the observance
‘of the :same rule of conduct and
thev look t6 the Heads 'of the
‘armies involved to take all neces-
sary measures to avoid incidents
which would constrain the Foreign’
authorities .themselves to take the.
measures indispensable for 1nsur-'
ing the safety of the persons nnd
property  of their nationals.”
Reuter. - - : |

|

|

e Le
Aare e 2

'SUN'S ' TROGPS AT -
- SHANGHAL -

b

MILITARY CONTROL IN -
- EIANGSU. |

- e cmdim L

T *“'S}mnghu ~Feb. 24 ~

Thm thousand Shantung troopa
are now here from.Nanking:

It is understood that 5,000 are
coming daily in the next few days
:for the defence of Shanghai.

General Chang Tsung-chang has
now taken over complete military
icontrol of Kiangsu. '

The retreating troops of Sun
Chuan-fang’s army arrived by
train from the front. Precautions
are being taken to keep them out
side the Settlements. . ;.

All foreigners living more o¥ Ie-m
isolated outside . the extended
Settlement .limits: are: being
brought in in view of the arrival

' oi Marghal Sun s retreatmg troops.’ .
ESE '

TN B .
‘ regh:d'io'th -
menh - in” China; )[rh;&merx .8a) gi
there-bad. proyed 'that but for thé
landing’ of.Bn'{;h $roops at Shang-
hai, a disaster of the first maghl-
tude might have -been: hnppenug
at this moment -—-Wtrcless. - b

. - o 4
'1 y200 U.S. MARINES ARRIVE

AT SHANGHAL,
12 ]

L7 o
* "' Shanghaa; Feb. 24.
- The American transport -Chau-
mont has arrived with ¥,200
Marines.—Rcuter,

S
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CAINA BREAKDOWN.

. LABOUR SUPPORT OF
g CGVERNMENT.
- F2.4. 26, - AFET
- "YOREIGN SECRETARY'S -
| “WISE SPEECA."

. MR. THOMAS'S PRAISE.

P . Tiondon, Feb. 2.

t A wise and statesmanlike
speech and a magnificent con-
tribution to peace’’ was how Mr.
J, H. Thomas, M.P., described Sir

Kl hsten Chamberlain’s Birmingham

speech ou tha Chinese situation in

addressing a railwaymen’s meet-
ing at Reading Jast night.

Mr. Thomas said the first thing
they must keep clearly in their
minds was that the situation in
China was not a difficulty of the
momgnt, “‘It is not something.
that hds’ just sprung up,’”’ he de-

18 even the result of this Govern-

of our creation. Whether it came
now or later the demand for free-
dom, for a change in the treaties
and for a new order of things, by
the Chinese people was absolutely
inevitable.””  (Cheers.)

There were pecple, as Mr. Mac-
Donald wisely said on Monday
night, who assumed that the duty
of the Opposition leader was—re-
gardless of merits. regardless of
consequences, regardless of rights
or  wrongs—uerely  to adopt an
attitude of saying because it was
something that the Government of
the day were doing it was their
duty to oppose it. = .

T put it to vou (said Mr.
Thomas), that it is not only a
wrong attitude, it is not only a
mean attitude, it is not only an
nttitude which would get you
nowhere, but it iz an attitude
which in the end, if pursued by
any Opposition, must lead to dis-
astrous consequences. Now the
duty of a leader in a crisis such as
this—where the issue is peace or
war, where the consequences are
such that thev do not affect a party
ot o section of the community, but
 where the consequences if a mis-

clared. ‘‘It is not something that:

ment. It is not of their creation or-

take 18 made will*he on the whole
community—the ‘duty” of the -Op-
position is to say first; “What is
the claim? Ts it fair, is it eqnit-
able, is it just?*” If it is. and if
they are satisfied it is, and if they
are satisfied that the Government
of the d;\_\' are meeting it in the
right spirit, it is not their duty
merely to eriticise and get party
‘che - _their duty to let
-+ wovuiid know that they stand
beh_md the Government in the
policy they Ppursue.
- 4 R S |
= Keepmgthat mmind, T Eave no
-heslt&tml}',up saying that so far as
the Foreign' Secretary is concerned
"thq speeck that he delivered last
Saturday night was not only a wise
and statesmanlike speech, but it
was a maguificent contribution to
peace. KEqually I say “that My

* Chen, speaking for a great section

of the Chinese people, made a de-
claration last week which, put side’
by side with the F oreign Minjs.
ter’s statement, ought, in my judg-’

ment, to render i} impossible to'

talk about war. . - |
I know all too well of the Gov-

erument’s duties and vesponsibili- |

ties in protecting the nationals,
but I say that it is our duty now
not merely to criticise the Govern-’
ment, not merely to use phrases-
which in a foreign country may be

misunderstood and might encour- -
age people to do something and

cause an incident that might pre-

cipitate a crisis, but to say that as
long as the Government maintain

the policy of solving this problem
by meeting the Chinese people’fair-
ly aud squarely, recognising that

their griévances are long overdue

and that there must be a change—

as long as they adopt that pulicy

it is our duty to say *'God-speed,

go on. We will help you and buck

you m the peace spirit as against

:mybczdy who would precipitate”
war. .

It is because I feel that it is a
most useful contribution that I do
not join in all this condemnaiiou
of the Foreign Secretary. " In fuct
I wish some of his colleagues had
been as discreet and as wise and as
statesmanlike as  he himse!f has
been.  We heard a Minister mak-

RAFHM
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g u speech, I believe in the same
town, a few days ago, where he
said the last word had been said by
the DBritish Government. My
answer to him, although Le
happens to have been my suceessor
in oftice [Mr. Amery], is that the
people who in delicate and difficult
negotiations, whether they be of
an international or of a uational
character, start talking about the
last word are invariably the most
dangerous people, and the peonle
above evervhody who must he dis-
trusted.-——1anchester Guaidicn,

s

- »

" THE SHANGHAI
. STR":(E:' W

CALLED OFF.

- EXECUTION ORDERS
-ﬁ&z& nsscmoen.,,;r

’,‘? Shanghat, Feb. 24.

The action of the General La-
bour Tuion in calling off the strike
was announced by means of a com-
munique saying that the general

‘strike had lasted five days and mei |

with considerable success, “‘but in
view of the appeuls of the mer.
chants the TLabour TUnion has
undertaken  to take steps with
view to ending the strike for the
time being. Tiis, however, does
not  pecessarily mean’ that the
movement iz mver biecause we will
coutinue’ our «ffort: to attain our
ideals.”

Simultaneously, General T4 Pao-
changme (Deferce Commissioner.
ipublished a Proclamation notifyvinge
that he had cancelled his orders for
the execution of persons delivering
public speeches, distributing leai-
lets, or being found in possession
jof inflammatory literature, ad-
*ding: “T am touched by the nu-
perous executians -by my subord-
inates, who wér® prompted theret
by may orders’to execute on the <poer
‘without questiqn-and without trial.
This order I have now rescinded.”’

The Proclamation concludes by
requesting the workers to resume
-their duties wirhout fear,——Rcuter,

e = .

R SR
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| TH‘E SHANGHAI - .
o7 STRIKE: Mot
- i (:-‘,J; 2

CALLED on‘"

.

PR Y

"‘Exscunou onbens"“""
40“ REscmneu.ﬁrr

b? “Shanghai, "Feb.'24. .
" The action of . the (General La~
bour Union in calling off the strike
.was announced by means of u com-
munique 'saying that the “general
strike had lasted five d.xys_nnd met
with' consxderable success,' “but in
view :of the appeals “of.-the amer-
chants .ithe :'Labour “:TUnion " “has
undertaken :to take'* steps with
vxew to ending the strike ‘for- the
tlme “beivg." /'This, \however does
not necessanly mean” - that * the
movement is over because we will
'contmue our eﬁozt~7 to attmn our
‘Jdeals AT 1Y et
& Slmulte\neouslv Generql Li P'IO-
chang ™, “(Defence 'Commissioner). !
pubhshed a Proclamation notifying :
that he had cancelled his orders for!
the execution of persons delivering
public speeches, distributing leaf-:
lets, or being found in possession’
of inflammatory - literature, ad-.
ding: ‘I am touched by the nu-
merous executions by my subord-
inates, whq were prompted thereto
by my orders to execute on the spot
without question and without trial.
This order I have now rescinded.’’
. The Proclamation concludes by
requesting the workers to resume
their-duties without fear.—Reuter.

i - 7 =
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NANYANG °’VARSITY
' CLOSED. - -

SPIRIT OF NATIONALISM
AMOING STUDENTS.

AND NO FUNDS.

PRESIDENT RESICNS.
lith—— PTF
l'ekmg, Feb. 28.

W od has just Deen received

l . . 3 %4 . N 3 !
‘l'elc h'on'n Shanghai of the suspen-:
sten of School work in Nanyang

University following the ceeupa-

ton of .Hangchow by the Nation-,

alist Troops.  Mr. Ling Hung-hsun,
]’I'esul(:nt of'ﬁlle College, has tend-
ered his resignation to the Minis-
try of Communications and is ex-
pected to arrive in Peking in a few
days. - o
* Last summer, Mr. Ling dismis-
sed.38 students because of thejr
radical tendencies. These students
alleged that this action was taken
at the insistence of General Sun
Chuan-fang. Ordinarily Nanyang
has no connection with the Kiange-
su provincial government, as it is
supported entirely by the Ministry
af Communicalions *n Peking. 1t
used to receive some $20.000 from
the Ministry every month, but ihis
scon fell into arvear owing to the
poverty of the Central Governmensi.
Faced with the necessity of seek-
ing funds elsewwhere  or  closiug
down the schionl President Ling ar-
ranged with the Kisngsu milirmy
authorities for a grant of £10,000
a month from the revenue of the
Tientsin-Pukow Railway. This
grant was made regularly until
last winter when General Sun re-
leased his control of the southern
cection of-the Tsin-Pu railway in
favor of the Shantung Tupan.

As soou as news of the Nation-|
alist victory reached Sharghai, the:

thirty-eight odd dismissed students,

who had in the meantime definite-

Iy-thrown in theiv lot with the

|Kuomintang, at once got busy ana

ispread all sorts of rumours regard-’
'ing the colleze. They received:
support from a section of the stu-
dents in the college. These began
to_issue bulletins in the name of:
the whole student body of the col-:
lege alleging that the President,
was a counter-revolutionary and:
Dperialisi and should bhe over-

thrown. ~ Tearing that serions,
trouble would happen 1f the school!
remained open, Mr. Ling ordered

‘the temporary suspension of school

work and left Shanghai.. The mwa-
jority of the students have returned
to their homes, . leaving about
twenty studenis? from Hunan,

Kiangsi and Szechuan in control j|

of the college. Y o4
Following suspension of work in
the middle and collegiate depart-
ments efforts were made by the
Principul of the primary schools to
carry on classes as usual. -~ But}
such was the spirit of Nationalism
that even boys under twelve and
thirteen caught it and asserted
their right to dictate to their tea¢h-
ers. First, they asked for o holi:
day to celebrate the Cantonese
victory and then demanded that the
trensurer return to them their de-
posits. The Principal at first stood
his round, but fivally yielded and
sent the students home. - :
Nanyang is one of the oldest col-
leges in China and bas a history of
thirty years behind it. It was
founded by Mr. Sheng Hsun-huai
and has grown from a small school
to one of the leading seats of learn-
ing in this country. Inquiry in
the Chaiotungpu elicits the in-
formaton that there is little like-
lihood that the school will he able
to resume work before the Spring
vacation, which generally wiarts oo
the first of April.—Kuo Wen.

RAHNHA
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iLORD BIRKENHEAD
! UN SHANGHAI

THE ONLY POSSIBLE COTKSE
/’W‘,‘"’ﬂ' TAKEN. p 7
THE COMING BATTLE.
O~

London, Feb. 27.

Lord Birkenhead, in o speech at
Kirkenhead, .\'t‘hh‘l‘(];l‘\', said  the
Grovernment had to decide a month
ago  whether their countrymen
were to suffer under the existing
conditions in China.

They knew that a< battle must
tuke place within 100 miles of
Shanghai, and it was certain that
whichever side won,

~

the fugitives’
{rom the defeated army would fall
back in violent confusion
Shanghai. ‘
They had seen recently fur too
many illustrations of what eitker
fugitives or undisciplined military

upon

selves in a Britisi community. |

The community at hhmmh.u m-t
cluded some thousands of British
people and great sums of money
had been invested there under the’
protection of treaties solemnly
guaranteed, in order to carry on’
business, and encouraged equu]l\‘
by the Government of China as'
ln the Government of Brituin.

Reasonable and moderate prec: au-y
tions  tor protecting  that com-
munity from being destroyed and
their “property looted
essential, and the only
course was taken when the Gov-
ernment decided to send the force
which the British representatives
on the spot deemed necessary for
thiat purpo:e —1Wirelrss.

became

would do when they found tho.\lu-,i

possible |

| U.s.” COMMAND A1
‘SHANGHALI.
BRIG.-GEN. S)IEDLEY BUT-
" LER RECEIVES ORDER\

'B'T_KREADY TO SAIL. ’.IP?

e

b

Samhego, Teb. 27.
Brigadier-General Smedley But-
ler, commanding the local marine
brigade post. was ordered yester-:
day by Major-General John A.°
lLiejeune, Commandant of the
Corps. to hold himself in readiness -
to sail on an hour's mnotice for,
,Clina, to assnme the command of
';the marine. forees now  hased af:
IShanghai. ' :
| General Butler wus instructed to,
take three staff otlicers with him.:
JAmouw these will be ILieutenunt.
iFraneis Burks. TUntil last night,
'Genex al Butler had received no’
‘official advices from Washington,'
l)ut they are expected to reach him
\ from the office of General Lejeune.
: to-day.—T¥ireless.

ONE HOUR.. STRIKE FAILS.

S]I \GIIAI UNION'S FUTILE !
S FFORTS. 7 3

5 hangh'u Feb.27.) o
Thes eﬁortl nof the . General'
Labour J'Unmn;t.o. bring out workers, ,j

t.nke to—da ,788.a
m ‘a one,,ho the ﬁx,,,
lnthertO’

|

RHRAAXMA
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Yientsin, Friday

Lo < ——— I
' T{;g:g;lANGHAI
SITUATION.

THE false report that has got

into circulation alleging that
there has been a clush between
Chinese and foreign troops at
Shanghai is doubtless another of
those fabrications which the Can-
tonese agitators have repeatedly
employed at various eritical phases
in their campaign to disturb the
minds of the public, or to hearten
the zeal of their followers. Ficti-
tious defeats of Sun Chuan-fang’s
armies, and even the fall of Ilang-
chow, were reported in Shanghai
on several occzsions when in point
of fact the troops were separated
by two or three days' march, and
the Southern armies were thrice
that distance from their objective.
Long before the collapse of the
““anti-Red’’ troops at Fuyang and
Hangchow, soldiers were rushine
about Hankow distributing pro-
paganda anhouncing the capture
of _Shanghai. The present report,
curiously ervough, appears to have
originated in Peking, for our Jap-
anese contemporary in the ecapital

wide heading, ‘‘Reports of Trouble
at Shanghai Disturb the Capital,”
beneath which it was stated that
“Peking was enslaved by disquiet:
ing reports, currents of rumour
that would not he still, throughout
Wednesday. the substance of
which was that foreign troops and
Chinese had clashed outside the
Toternational ~, Settlements . late
Tuesday night.”’” -The paper went
on to say that all its efforts to 8b-
tain verification proved unnvailing,
but ‘‘as the telegraph service is
dominated by the official censor'
this is not surprising. DBut it ap-
pears certain that ‘some sort of
clash has tuken olace. details of

W, 4, 7

appeared yesterday with the page-.

B § - .
which have not vet Leen ]~|=,1e:|~«~:{
2. The N. O Standard  con-
finues: —

Private witeless reports in the Capital, only
hints of which have leaked out, say that on
Tuescay night a large body of Chinese ap-
proached the defen:es accupied bv foreign
troops and hurled stones.  There are sup.
posed to have bema other evidencos suTeisn:
to show that serious busincss was intended
The forcign forces are undststond to have
used firearms.  The nationality of the troops |
involved with the Chinese is not stated.

At the same time it was freelv stated that |
there had baen scme sort of trouble at the |
“arsenal recently controiled by Sun Chuan-
fang, but not in the hands of Chang Tsung-
-chun:;. This may mean some sort of dis-
affsction as caused Sungkiang officers to ds-
sert rath=r than fig!- side by side with Shan-
tung solidery.

Reuters News Avency had not received any
vedification of trouble reports from Shanghai,
but this does not have great significance either
way, for at Tientsin, through which the
wires pass, and here, a close censorship is |-
exercised by government n‘ppoinlecs.

We assume that the effective
deniul  received  from  Reuter's
Shanghai office vesterday afternoon
was despatched to the North in
response to an erquiry from its Pe-
king correspondent, to whote at-
tention the rumour was evidently
brought.  The Shanghai message
states that while there bave been
a few cases in which stragglers
have been requested to hand over
their arms before entering the
Settlement. there has been no other
incident, and the foreign troops
and the” country-folk on the Set.!
tlement borders are fraternising
good-naturedly. N E:

‘The report is, however, anjf
illustration of present tension and
a forewarning of ‘what we may ex-i
pect in the future if tL: extremists:
have their way. They will strive
not merely to cause commotion in'
the minds of their adversgries in
the North by the circulation of!
mendacious and alarming reports.
The harm even these do camnot be

-

wholly undone by subsequent hu-
thoritutive exposures of such fums

L 1 L
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ours; "*for - the * credulons? lowe¥)
classes once they hear of such Te~
ports, give them - wide . currency,
and such of them.as do actually
learn of the truth, are hard to con-
vince. But. the false report is-a
prophecy of a desired circumstance.
We ure in .the midst of.the nost
evil and ,unscrupulous $machina<
tions. . And of one‘thmg ‘we. may
be sure. The Communist extrem-

ists will do their utmostdto bring |-

iabout an incident of the sort des-
cribed m this baseless rumour, in

troops. The (‘nmmumsts in Shang-

!tho hope that they will be able
. thereby to continue their nefaumwi

“infammation . ot the public mind,!
and arouse such a storm as \\111'
intimidate the sentimentalists at
Home and induce them to embark’
on another campaign of. sabotage
against the policy of the Govern-
ment. Fortunately .we . have been
forevarned. There” is: no: doubt
whatever of the : real . aime:of
the Communist - mob-leaders % at,
|HanLow two months ‘hago.“;ﬁ'l'hm
mobg - were _not : use W'lﬂl ﬁthe
object - of -« seizing }n

cession.’ 1‘*’I'he: m'en\“w
ed ’*these‘s&demonatm
dreamt Hor. a-*moment.
would be the issue.
the defending forc

-despemte eﬁortc to‘ _
i “‘incident.”’:The situatiod has been;
thoroughly grasped at,.Home.“LThnt‘
was made 'quite .clear? by"tho’re-
peated exhortations be!the ‘prins
_cipal British Army Commanders 1o
the troops before their departure,
calling upon them to exercise -the}
Autmost restraint, and -to - “keep
+their tempers and keep smiling.’” |,
. They will. .of course, scarcely bel
exposad to the ]nnmhatmg and im-!
- | potent situation in which the hand-
| ful of Marines found themselves at
Hankow. They will not ‘be’" com-

' pelled, by threat of the, ;use, of sn

or; military: force, ‘J
Perte e-under+the Jntolera'ble
sultdXeast at the’ Marinésiand rbl

E L‘qg}gg;s Jm‘Eankow.

swill drive thiough Anhwei with

Police forces, wﬂl be qnite capable
of handling moh-action without re-.
course to firearms, unless gunmen
appear among the ‘mohs. The chief
danger would arise from the pres-
ence in the immediate neighbour-
hood of large bodies of Southern .

hai might be in two minds about
the desirability of having a strong
force of Chiang Kai-shek’s fmo'w
in their midst. The next phase of
the revolution—the contest he- |
tween the Militarists and the
Communisi Tabour Tnions for,
supremacy — is  already  loom-
ing up on the horizen. But
i troops  are in fact  seat o
Shanghal in any numbers, the ex-
tremists  will  unquestionably do
their utmost to embroil them with
tue foreign troops. [t has even
been asserted that the recent in-
sane action of the Chinese gunboats
in shelling the Irench Concession
off which they lay was designed
to provoke rewalimnion  from the
the shore.

The grave risks that would be
entailed to the whole military caw-
paign of General Chinng Kai-shak
in the event of the deliberate pre-
vocation of Brifish or vther foreign
forces by his troops may, perhaps,.
be expected to have an important
bearing not only on his military
dispositions around Shanghai, bur
even on his strategy. If, as is re-
ported to be the case, he is deter-
mined to i{ry conclusions with the
Communists when his military cam-
paign is sufficiently far advanced
to warrant this diversion, he will
no doubt refrain from u frontal at-
tack on the Sungkiang line, bur

the object of forcing a complete re-
‘freat of the Sh.mtuug' army to the
north bank of the Yangtze. Apart
ialtogether from the dangers of a
| battle on the environs of Shanghai,
this would he the wisest strategy.
“However, the situation has been
complicated by the desertion of
General Mena Chao-yueh, the com-

plete withdrawal of the «.emornlxsgd

remnants of Marshal Qun ) anm

3%?%59%%&
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and their replacement at the front
by Shantung divisions. There was
dut 2 small Fengtien force in Shany;-
hai when Sun "Chuan-fang made
his rapid advance through Anhwei
"toward the Yangtze in 1925. Even

bad a narrow escape from capture,
and some of his troops failed to.
escape. The difficulties that would!
be faced by the much larger force:
now  stationed below Shanghai,
might be obviated by more effective!
safecuarding of the rear against a
similar threat in this instance. But
Shapghai might wgke up one
moraing and learn that thousands
of desperate and demoralised troops
had gathered on its borders, less
'willing than many units apparently
|are to surrender, but more ready to
:loot. Measures that may bhe nec-
'essary in, this sort of emergency,
however, would lack the political
complexion and peculiar consequ-
ences that would flow from a de-
liberate provocation by the  South-
ern Army. ' '
We have a shrewd suspicion that
if General Chiang Kai-shek contin-
ues to progress in his campaign and
seizes Nanking, he will demand the
removal of the Central Executive
Committee, now at Nanchang, to
Han~chow, and the Ministera now
in Hankow, to Shanghai, with the
ultimate object of establishing the
Government at Nanking. The
weakness of his authority in Wu-
han is manifest. But the situation
would be quite the contrary if he
were able, by further military sue-
cess, to transfer the Southern Gov-
ernment to Nanking. The troops
loyal to him are mostly in Chekiang:
and on the Kiangsi-Arhwei bord-!

(Continued on page 10.) i

so General Hsing Shih-lien himself .

T

| ; i
VSHANG l_"lAl S!TU'ATION.f

. (Continued from page 7.)
evs. He is a Chekiang man, and
can unquestionably rely on the en-
“thusiastic support of his provinci-
qls provided he proves to be au
N ationalist, and not a creature of
gorodin.  And if, as he and his
Eriends have frequently asserted,
—{e is more moderate than his pro-
pagandist pronouncements have
Sometimes suggested, it is hardly
Prkely that he is going to go out
of his way to create an incident
that would play into the hands of
<tie Shanghai Communists and im-

peril the fortunes not only of him-|

Self but the legitimate Nationalist
Cause as a whole.
Cure of nothing in these days, and
~+he utmost vigilance will need to
exercised if the machinations
+that aim at embroiling both Bri-
Tain and China in

Tyouble, are to be defeated.
L 1 L

Song ]

But one can be |

still greater |'
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SHANGHAI DEFENCE
' FORCE.

POSITIONS OUTSIDE THE
BOUNDARY.

U.S. AND INDEPENDENT
; MEASURES.
her3 e
" ‘London, March 2.
In the House of Commouns, Sir
Austen Chamberlain stated that in
view of the delicate situation that
bas arisen in -Shanghai, British

raops have taken up precaution..

ary positions in a  defensive line
partly  outside the Settlement
limits, The Italian forces were
collaborating therein. ITe was un-
able to say whether Italian posts
had actually been placed outside
the Settlement. .

The Foreign Secretary added
that the vecupation of this particu-
lar position was dictated by tactic-
tal necessities.

Asked whether the operation
infringed the territorial neutrality,
Sir A. Chamberlain said that when

danger arises troaps must be plac-

€d in a position effectively to dis-
charge the duty of protecting Bri-
tish lives for which they were sent.

Asked if neither the Northern
mnor Southern troops were allowed
within whatever territory is at pre-
sent occupied by the British, Sir
A. Chamberlain replied that it is
for the purpose of keeping armed
forces, armed individuals, fugitives
or stragglers from the armies out
of the Settlement, therefore avoid-
ing the dangers inherent therein to
British lives, that the troops were
there. '

Replying to a further question,
he added that the action of the Bri-
tish forces would continue to be
governed by the policy of complete
neutrality and impartiality as be.
‘tween the contending forces.

“Asked if Press reports were un-
true that .the United States is act-
ing . independently at Shanghai,

Sir A. Chamberlain replied that
they were taking independently
such measures as they think right.
There waa no rivalry between the
TUhnited States and ourselves. The

Government throughout has en-|

deavoured to act in harmony and
wherever possible in full co-opera-
tion with other Powers.—Reuter.
London, March 3.
Quiet conditions continue in
the « International Settlement at
Shanghai., and defensive precau-
tions are described as adequate and
complete.
The accommodation for the De-
fence Force has largely been erect-

ed by Chinese workmen.

Sir Austen Chamberlain in the
House of Commons yesterday, in
-explaining the posting of troops at
points actually outside the settle-
ment boundaries, emphasised that
the right to protect the lives of
nationals involved the right to
place proteciors where such object
could be achieved.

The Foreign Secretary took oc-
‘casion to repeat that the occupation
of British troops in Shanghai will
continue to be governed by the
policy of complete impartiality and
neutrality as between the contend-
ing Chinese forces.—Wireless.
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W li) ST R}’KES BEGIN.

HANAROW Lu.u MUNIST
PALRTY 'S INCITEMENTS.

“SHANGHAI MUST NOT BE'
ISOLATED."
RER

e d /52
H:mkow Feb. 2

. The following manifesto was is-;

sued here to-vl..\ by the Provinciul.

Committee  of the Communist

paxty —-—

*“Ueroic Shaughai workers have
revolted aguinst carrying on ihe
struggle agaisst :mpernh sty andd
lulllt.llnfk !

“Imperialists bave given way in'
oue place in order to gather armed |
forces in anothér, waiting for a.
couvenient wmoment to fall on the-
revolutionary masses and crus ~h’
them.

“The contiuous comentl.ltmn
of armed forces by the British in:
Shanghai is a permanent danger to!
the Revelution.  Lesders of the!
Chinese  proletariat  Communist:
party have frequently warned the’
masses, culling on them to organize|
themselves in order to \mrd off the
e anger. {

“During the last few “cu_k“ Tm-
periahats, in silent agreement, and
n conjunction with Northern mili-
tarists, have attempted to provoke!
the Shavmhal proletariat to untime-;
ly shug«rle All working masses,
in the countryside and towns must
.lsxht the Shanghai proletariat.

*“Coinrades, workers and peas-
ants, hh.m{:hu must not bhe isolat-
ed.  Armed attack must be organ-
ized against Northern Militarists.

“Comrades, military leaders anil
soldiers, help the Shanghai pro-
Whoever cannot subject’
personal interest for the sake:
of the revolution, whoever strives|
for personal dietatorship and seeks
to compromise with northern mili-
tarists, is an enemy of the revolu-
tion against whom a determmed
strugzle must be started. .

“‘Otherwisc the revolution is in
danger, from within and without.”?
——[-'Uln_(r Mei. '

et e o s o e e

i )[ARI\L& TO BE BILL}:JTLD

12.500. Uf these the greater” part

HETHES AMERICAN,
BERLEORCE > 5.

Wb g

“IN SHANGHAL *- i,

—_

N T hg@mm’

The strength - of 2 the American

troops in: Shan ha*mMgn}x t;iw
A O

now reported toc.hegn.pp

are ..board the transport C'haument,
which is berthed in the lower re-
aches of the harbour, the number
there being over 1 uOU In addition
the u.).mpoxt carrics a-very full
armoury. It is understood (suys
the V. C. Daily News) that with-
in the next day or two the l.um.l
proportion of this detachwment. will
comg ashore although no definite
news- regarding’ this is as yet to
hand.  In the meantime, however,
arrangements”are being'umade for
the billeting - of 400,T.S:  Marines
in the’ eastern’part fof ‘the Settle-
ment;*while another! eznchmentggf
400 “vnll "probably\.; Xptahoned
theuwestqsltqgfgxpectu\d t
dny'o: t&motxowd in¥

e
eastwnrd.q &French es}'{lre in
force along .the boundary futhe
French Concession’RFaimsiihas.a’:

Two armoured cars of the’ Shnng-
hai Volunteer Corps have'been on
.lutv with the Settléement Defence
Yorce during the past week. When
! General "Duncan made his pre-
'liminary survey of the defence line
on Sunday he.inspected this sec-|
‘tion;,of the Ma.chme Gun Co;lan: :
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CHINA'S PLEA AT
g7 GENEVA.

WANTS NOTHING BUT
HER RIGHTS.

CERMAN NEUTRALITY,

g, ({277,
' a}b‘ ‘ﬁ; 'Geneva, Mar. 7. x
Herr Stresemann, speaking in!
German, presided at the opening
meetirg of the League Council.
Mr. Chu Chao-hsin, who attend-:
ed, gave a stutement to the Press!
denying that China intended sud-’
denly to raise the question of the
infernational situarion in China.
Dr. Wellington Koo has instructed
bim to not:fy Sir Eric Drummond
that the Chinese Government re-
serves the right to answer the Bri-
tish Government’s statement made
on Feb. 2, but Mr. Chu hitherto
had not been ‘instructed by Dr.
Koo. :
- The statement adds: “‘Our at-
titude is concuiatory and our de-
mands are most legitimate, since
we ash for nothing but the non-
infringement of ocur sovereignty
and territorial integrity.” h
Reuter’s correspondent feels that
Mr. Chu feels easier now owing to
the confidence expressed in him by
the Cantonese delegates in Europe,
which was not the case at the
Council mecting in Decermber.—

Reuter.
Berlin, Mareh 8.
The Chinese Delegation at
Geneva reiterated this morning
that China does not propose rve-
questing the Tengue's interven-
tion.  “Chinz want uvothing ex-
copt the recognition of her righis
and independence.”’'— W ircless.
Berlin, March §.
Concerning  possible  Clinese
initiative at Geneva during -Dr.
Strésemarcn’s  chairmanship, the
Allgemeine Zeitung stvesses Ger-
vany’s weutrality. It says “Ou,
peutrality in world issues is a
valued possession and must remaiu
tntagt. , We will disappoint those
who ‘hope to discredit Germany in
Englind or China or in both.”’ —.

Wireless, e
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