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BRIEF

Through intentional examination and prelimi-
nary qualification assessment, 8 of the 23 world-
renowned designing companies or united coop-
erations that have presented their plans are listed
on the bid sheet. 7 of the 8 bidders are foreign
companies that have rich experience in design-
ing the first-class airport. In the succeeding 4
months each of the 7 companies submitted its
design in June 2003. Beijing Airport is the larg-
est airterminal to be constructed in China. After
consulting the experts concerned, the Airport
Group Corp. announced in July 2003 that Plan
B of our company won the tender.

Airports are gateways-places of arrival and
departure. But in addition to their functional
purpose, they also provide symbols of place and
togetherness. The New Beijing Airport Termi-
nal will be the gateway to the Nation. Just as the
entrance to a house conveys the host’s character,
and welcomes the visitor, so an airport should
welcome its visitors.Indeed, as Beijing will wel-
come the people of the world to the 29th Olym-
piad in 2008. Rather than merely processing pas-
sengers and baggage, airports should be
enjoyable, places where large numbers of people
are welcomed and accommodated. The experi-
ence of arrival and departure should be efficient
and comfortable, but also uplifting-the airport
should embody the poetry of flight and open-
ness to the world. An airport is a window onto
the world both for people looking inwards and

for people looking outwards.
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Scheme B, the final winner of the bid, is co-de-
signed by Naco, the top worldis airport planning
company, Mr. Foster, the world renowned
architect, and Arup, one of the world’s first-rate
structural designing companies. The design is
composed by two Y-shape structures and covers
a total area of 505,000 square meters. The whole
building symbolizes a dragon, with its head in
the south end, and its tail in the north end. The
new passenger air harbor building will use red
and yellow lights proposed by the scheme B, as
both colors are widely accepted as the expres-
sion of the traditional Chinese conception.
Scheme B is characterized by its simplicity, easy
construction and precise reflection of traditional
Chinese culture. The rapid transit system
simplifies the flow path and the flow becomes
so rational that the passengers can only make a
one-time downward transfer while getting in or
out. The tracks for both airside and cityside
transit are laid open, thus making ventilation and
illumination possible. With the rapid transit
system, passengers don’t need to transfer level
in order to find the terminal. The center of transit
is set up in front of the building and is well
connected with arrival and departure levels. The
near end of the main building is the internal
lounge, the far end of it is the international
lounge. The rapid transit system, employed only
by international arrival and departure, is rational
in structure and simple in systematic design.

In comparison with other candidate plans and in
view of the current condition of the airport, the
president of the NACO pointed out that scheme
B is distinctive in simplifying the flow path and
discerning direction. With reduced levels and
shortened walking distance, it only takes four
minutes for passengers to transfer between
levels. The 2.5-kilometer baggage handling sys-
tem enjoys automatic sorting and high-speed
delivery. Taking advantage of this system, pas-
sengers can save much time in transferring and
departing. Instead of confining the lights, the
new building will collect natural lights.

With a total investment of 16,700,000,000 yuan,
the construction will start in March of this year
and will be completed and put into use by the
end of 2007.
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NACO NETHERLANDS AIRPORT
CONSULTANTS B.V.

Founded in 1949, NACO has more than 53 years
of airport experience. NACO specialises in all

aspects of airport design and has provided
services for more than 500 airport developments
worldwide. It performed numerous studies,

international as well as for domestic airports.

International airports which NACO have worked

[ A
developed airport master plans, designed a large Y/ »> ol
number of airports or parts thereof, produced /) ; -
detailed plans and specifications and were ( 1 { NN )
involved in the construction supervision of the \ \'& i i)
works concerned, making it one of the most i@\ (= N(l i 1_)@
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Instanbul, Vienna, Sofia, Bogota, Lima, Jeddah,
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Sudan, Indonesia, Colombia,Afghanistan, Laos,
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Singapore, Shangt.lal, Cairo, Kuwait, Lagos, 1 RN el
Hong Kong, Detroit,Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, ) ) | // & =B\
Yemen, Jakarta and Beijing. NACO has also A ‘ — IV TEN
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Mexico, Russia and the Philippines.

NACO were awarded the first prize in the ;
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International Airport. The expansion project

of the Master Plan for Beijing Capital J
related to the 2008 Beijing Olympics and China’s }
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recent entry into the World Trade Organisation

(WTO). Beijing Capital International Airport is

the number one airport in China andurrently I‘ \/ 1= \
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handles approximately 24 million annual | [r\l =B ((

passengers. The master plan prepared for this J/ N ;
/| 7]

competition was made for an 80 million annual
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passenger volume and comprises three additional
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runways and a large new passenger terminal area.
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