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INTRODUCTION

This cassette series will explore more advanced concepts of
English pronunciation and intonation. Allophones are variations in
the pronunciation of particular speech sounds that do not affect the
meaning of words. Proper use of allophonic variations reduces the
” foreignness” of the non — native speaker’s communication. In
any language,speakers shorten or ellipse words to make communi-
cation more time efficient and melodic. Learning how to properly

1



reduce words in English gives the new speaker more natural
rhythm patterns of American communication. '

When you have completed this series, you will be familiar
with the various allophones and reduced forms of American Eng-
lish. As with the other concepts taught in this series, it is impor-
tant to have frequent, intensive practices when'you can concen-

trate fully.
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REDUCED FORMS

In English there are many ways to shorten words to fit the
rhythm and intentions of the speaker. frequently, we change the
vowels to schwas. It takes less effort to articulate a word with a
schwa vowel and thus the word can be said faster. Other times, it
is more efficient to alter the consonants which begin or end a word
to make it more time efficient. The following exercises introduce
typical word groups which are often reduced in English. Remem-
ber, reductions of words are only appropriate if they are not key
words in your message. i or

In each exercise, listen to the speaker’s presentation and re-
peat it in the pause provided. Try to imitate the intonation and



pronuneiation as colsely as possible.
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Is-+Personal Pronouns

The first series of exercises demonstrates reductions of " is”
and personal pronouns. The first word pair is ”is he”. This is fre-
quently reduced to "iz’e” in running conversation. Listen to each
of the following sentences and repeat them in the pauses.

1. Is he your older brother?

2. Is he the new loan officer?

3. He's not sick, is he?

4. TIs he home yet?

5. He’s not your first choice, is he?

6. Is he on the finance committee?

7. Is he willing to return for a second interview?

8. Is he serious about his art?

9. Is he going to run for re-election?

10. He’s not backing out of our deal, is he?

11. He’s not going to wear that awful tie, is he?

12. Ts he the president of Ames International?

13. Is he your mew neighbor?

14. He certainly isn’t very friendly, is he?



15. TIs he going to go ahead with his merger plans?

TE—* R “Is his”, FEFELERIE T 2R P “Ts his" 3 H 8
HWEN 12",
The next pair is ”Is his”. This is often reduced to ”1z’Iz” in run-
ning conversation.
1. Is his business doing well?
Is his mother coming to visit?
Is his apartment in this building?
Is his w0'rk more important, or is his hobby (ies) ?
Is his life really that hectic all the time?
Is his illness serious?

Is his check in the mail?

® N> oA e

. Is his turn next, or mine?

9. Is his book a bestseller?

10. TIs his company expanding?

11. TIs his strategy a sound one?

12. Ts his practice large enough to support his family?

13. TIs John going home or is his wife joining him here?

14. Hal looked better, but is his back still bothering him?
15. He told me he was in production work, but is his father
his boss?

T — X J&“Is her” , FEFELEH 15 T 3R A “Ts her "4 4
BAE K412’ er”™
The next word pair is " Is her. ” This is often reduced to "Iz *er” in
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running conversation.
1. Is her name Sylvia?
Is her doctorate thesis done?
Is her apartment small?
Jan looks good, but is her hair dyed?

= o

Is her job secure?
Is her golf game good?
She promised, but is her word good?

e 2P

Joanne is her mother.

9. Environmental law is her specialty.
10. This is her last day of vacation.

11. I think this is her best role so far.

12. Is her son in the band?

13. This is her daughter’s graduation day.
14. Where is her telephone number?

15. What is her last name?

TR s 17 R TR 1s 1 B b
Tz ",

The next pair is #Is it. # This is often reduced to 1z "t” in running
conversation.
1. Tt’s not three o’clock vet, is it?
. Is it your birthday today?

2
3. Who is it on the telephone?
4. TIs it my turn yet?

5

. What is it going to cost?



6. When is it going to be finished?

7. That’s not James, is it?

§. Is it time to go so soon?

9. That isn’t going to help, is it?

10. Who is it at the table with him?

11. 1t’s not Thelma, is it?

12. 1s it difficult to make stained glass?

13. What is it supposed to do?

14. When is it scheduled to open?

15. That’s not the boss on the dance floor, is it?

TH — %2 “Is she”, TEFELE 18 5 IR “Is she™ i 4k
X R Tsh”®
The next word pair is ”TIs she”. This is often reduced to 7T’ sh” in
running conversation.
5 &4 Ts_she going to be late again?
. Who is she, the new district managef?
. Is she your first or your second cousin?

. She’s not going to be fired, is she?

2

3

4

5. Is she coming to the party?

6. When is she working this week?

7. What project is she working on?

8. What is she going to do about Harold?
9. Who is she talking to on the phone?
10. Ts she going to work a double shift?

11. Where is she staying in New York?



12. How long is she going to be gone?
13. Who is she traveling with?
14. She’s not going alone, is she?

15. Who is she leaving in charge?

BAE LT N E R R A A 458 A0 E rf, 46
“is"f AFRGIAIH B 2 B AW 4iEIE .
Now, let’s take the word patterns just introduced, and practice re-

ductions’ of negative forms of ”is” and personal pronouns.

T HEZF X “Tsn't his”# 45 3], “Tsn’t his” # W 48 1%EH
“Izn’t 127, FE 44U IR BR 32 B 0T B 49 4] F .
The next exercise is for ”Isn’t his” , which is frequently reduced to
"Jzn’t "Iz”. Repeat each sentence in the pauses.

1. Isn’t his meeting at eleven?
He isn’t his direct supervisor.
Isn’t his credit good?
This isn’t his car}

Isn’t his club due to use the park next?

Dr. Mathews isn’t his doctor anymore.

It isn’t his unit that is below production level.
Why isn’t his class making the trip?

This isn’t his.only choice.

© PN oo A N

10. Isn’t his group due for review soon?
11. Why isnv’t his family having dinner together?
12. This isn’t his night for bridge.



13. Miss Smythe isn’t his teacher this year.
14. Isn’t his plane terribly late?
15. Why isn’t his travel agent doing anything?

BAELHT“Isn’the”, TP M IBHHHEIED
“Izn’t *e”®,
Now try ”Isn’t he”. This phrase is frequently reduced to

"Tzn’t e”.

e
.

He’s the new manager, isn’t he?
Isn’t he the one who came from Illinois?

Isn’t he going to give a speech?

He’s awfully young, isn’t he?

John is already at the office, isn’t he?

Isn’t he leaving on Tuesday?
The supervisor is coming, isn’t he?

Isn’t he the Nobel Peace Prize winner?

© PN P YA o

Charlie is a very effective speaker, isn’t he?

[
o

. Isn’t he waiting for a train, too?

ot
-

. He is a great athlete, isn’t he?

(=
N

. Tsn’t he going to pay the bill?

—
&

Even though he won’t admit it, he’s sick, isn’t he?

ot
—

. Isn’t he home yet?

[
(4]

. Isn’t he Mark’s uncle from Toronto?

T “Isn’tshe”, XA ERWHEHEIEN

“Izn’t sh’ 700
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“Izn’

Now
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try "Isn’t she”. This is frequently reduced to "Izn’t sh’”.
1. Isn’t she lonely without her family?

2. Why isn’t she working?

3. Isn’t she in charge of admissions?

4. TIsn’t she waiting in the car?

5. She’s a good librarian, isn’t she?

6. When isn’t she busy?

7. Without neighbors, isn’t she isolated?

8. Isn’t she related to Mary?

9. Why isn't she being promoted?

10. How isn’t she suitable?

11. Isn’t she a great dresser?

12. Where isn’t she willing to relocate?

13. Isn’t she fluent in ltalian as well as French?
14. Why isn’t she coming with us to dinner?
15. TIsn’t she the New art director?

THZS “Isn’ther”, XA EMEH WG EN
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try ”Isn"t her”. This is frequently reduced to ”Izn’t ’er”.
1. Isn’t her new car a Camaro?

Janet really isn’t her own boss.

Today isn’t her anniversary.

Isn't her term of office over soon?

This casserole isn’t her favorite

Why isn’t her daughter at school?

I



