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Abstract

In the arguments for the evolution of the Bai language, the two frequently involved
languages are Chinese and Yi. The crucial point to solve the controversies on the Bai language is
to find out the genetic structure between the three. Due to the complex interactions of horizontal
transmission and vertical transmission between the three, the Distillation Method proposed in
Wang (2004) has been implemented in this case.

The Proto-Yi is reconstructed based on six Yi dialects in China, which are representatives of
the six Yi subgroups according to the classification in Yiyu Jianzhi. They are Xide Yi, Wuding Yi,
Jiangcheng Yi, Weishan Yi, Shilin Yi and Nanhua Yi. Both character-based method and
lexicostatistics are used to draw the genetic tree of the six dialects. Meanwhile, the proto-forms
are ranked to show their time depth and how strong they are supported. Proto-forms reflected in
all these Yi dialects should be inherited from Proto-Yi, which are marked as rank 1. Proto-forms
reflected both in eastern branch (Shilin, Wuding) and western branch (Weishan, Nanhua,
Jiangcheng, Xide) are marked as rank2, which are not so sure to be inherited from Proto-Yi.

The data of Proto-Bai are extracted from Wang (2004; 2006b) with some modifications
based on recent fieldwork. The reconstruction of Old Chinese follows Li (1971) with partial
modifications in Gong (2002). Only forms corresponding in initial, final and tone between
languages will be counted as related forms. In this spirit, the Sino-Bai, Bai-Yi, Sino-Yi related
forms are collected. After stratification of these related forms, the oldest layers are distillated as
the evidence to identify their genetic status. According to the Inexplicability Principle and Rank
Analysis, the three languages are recognized to be genetically related. Therefore, the following
question is how to subgroup them.

Two kinds of evidence are used to find out the genetic distance between Bai, Chinese and Yi.
Firstly, the shared innovations between them are compared. Secondly, the shared kernel cognates
between them are counted. All the evidence suggests the genetic structure to be ((Proto-Bai, Old
Chinese), Proto-Yi).

In this study, some methodological issues in comparative studies are explored. The necessity
of ranking proto-forms is discussed. In terms of systematic match, the mechanism of the
formation of strata is analyzed and the homogeneity of lexicon is argued to be importance

reference to identify the same layer. The rank theory is examined based on data from Bai and Yi



