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Directions: Go over the passage quickly and answer the questions. For questions 1-7, choose
the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). For questions 8-10),

complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

A Woman and a Fork — Friendship and Love

1 There was a young woman who had been diagnosed with a terminal v 121

illness and had been given three months to live. So as she was getting her 1.

things “in order”, she contacted her Rabbi and had him come to her house  » vt (i fo#5 |
to discuss certain aspects of her final wishes.

2 She told him which songs she wanted to be sung at the service, what

scriptures she would like to be read, and what outfir she wanted to be . 2 v /0 4 5,
buried with. K o

3 Everything was in order and the Rabbi was preparing to leave when

the young woman suddenly remembered something very important to her.

A “There’s one more thing,” she said excitedly. “What’s that?”” came the

Rabbi’s reply. “This is very important,” the young woman continued. “I

want to be buried with a fork in my right hand.”

9 The Rabbi stood looking at the young woman, not knowing quite what

to say.

6 “That surprises you, doesn’t it?” the young woman asked. “Well, to be

honest, I’'m puzzled by the request,” said the Rabbi.

] The young woman explained, “My grandmother once told me this

story, and from there on out, I have always done so. I have also, always

tried to pass along its message to those I love and those who are in need

of encouragement.

8 In all my years of attending socials and dinners, I always remember

that when the dishes of the main course were being cleared, someone

would inevitably lean over and say, “Keep your fork.” It was my favorite

part because I knew that something better was coming... like velvery o @ik, 24
chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie. Something wonderful, and with

substance!

§ So, I just want people to see me there in that casker with a fork inmy — » fii#4

hand and I want them to wonder “What’s with the fork?” Then I want you



to tell them: “Keep your fork ... the best is yet to come.”
10 The Rabbi’s eyes welled up with tears of joy as he hugged the young
woman and said good-bye. He knew this would be one of the last times he
would see her before her death. But he also knew that the young woman
had a better grasp of heaven than he did. She had a better grasp of what
heaven would be like than many people twice her age, with twice as much
experience and knowledge.
11 She knew that something better was coming. At the funeral, people
were walking by the young woman’s casket and they saw the c/oak she
was wearing and the fork placed in her right hand. Over and over, the
Rabbi heard the question.
12 “What’s with the fork?”” And over and over he smiled.
13 During his message, the Rabbi told the people of the conversation
he had with the young woman shortly before she died. He also told them
about the fork and about what it symbolized to her. The paszor told the
people how he could not stop thinking about the fork and told them that
they probably would not be able to stop thinking about it either.
14 He was right. So the next time you reach down for your fork, let it
remind you ever so gently, that the best is yet to come. Friends are a very
rare jewel, indeed. They make you smile and encourage you to succeed.
They lend an ear, they share a word of praise, and they always want to
open their hearts to us. Show your friends how much you care. Remember
to always be there for them, even when you need them more, for you
never know when it may be their time to “Keep your fork.”
19 Cherish the time you have, and the memories you share... being
friends with someone is not an opportunity but a sweet responsibility.
(630 words)
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Exercise

1. About the young woman, which of the following is NOT true?
A) She had a fatal illness and was going to die.
B) She was expected to live no longer than three months.
C) She had ordered something from her Rabbi.
D) She wanted to discuss with her Rabbi some aspects of her final wishes.
2. The woman and the Rabbi discussed several things at the service except
A) the songs she wanted to be sung
B) the scriptures she wanted to be read
C) the outfit she wanted to be buried with
D) the property she wanted to dispose
3. How did the Rabbi actually feel after he heard the woman’s request?
A) Excited.
B) Puzzled.
C) Surprised.
D) Frustrated.
4. According to the passage, what was her favorite part when the woman attended socials and
dinners?
A) When the velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie was being served, someone
leaned over and say, “Keep your fork.”
B) When something wonderful was being served, someone leaned over and say, “Keep your
fork.”
C) When dishes of the main course were being washed, someone leaned over and say, “Keep
your fork.”
D) When dishes of the main course were being taken away, someone leaned over and say,
“Keep your fork.”
5. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
A) The Rabbi felt a deep sadness after he heard the woman’s story.
B) The Rabbi thought highly of the woman.
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Unit One

10.

C) The Rabbi thought the woman was going to heaven.

D) The Rabbi thought the woman had twice as much experience and knowledge as the

people twice her age.

. What does “keep your fork” in the passage symbolize?

A) Some wonderful food is coming.
B) The best is yet to come.
C) Something wonderful, and with substance.

D) Get ready for dessert.

. What is the passage trying to convey to us?

A) We should cherish friendship.

B) We should show our friends how much we care them.

C) We should always be there for our friends to encourage them that something better was
coming.

D) All of the above.

Friends are , who will listen to us, encourage us and always want to

tell us about their feelings.

We should treasure the time we have with our friends. Being friends with someone is not an

opportunity but

According to the passage, the young woman wanted to be buried with a fork in her right

hand, because she wanted to ) ~ to those she loved and those who

need encouragement that the best is yet to come.
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Freshman Friendship

1 Almost two years ago, [ stood on a halcony, joined hands with my three
most intimate friends and listened to one of them tell a story about four
girls with different backgrounds and talents who left home and went to
college at a mythical place called Happy Valley.

2 After we left our friend’s apartment that last night of our freshman
year, we ended up on the lawn, playing frishee at 3 a.m. and sitting on the
dormitory steps talking for hours.

& Alisa, Karen, Gabrielle and I had spent that day together just being
freshmen — going to the sandwich shop for the last lunch of the semester,
trying on each other’s clothes, watching movies and acting like we would
never see each other again.

Three months is a long time.

4 For freshmen, and especially for us, saying goodbye at the end of the
first year can feel like saying goodbye forever.

9 Three months can seem like a long time when you are leaving friends
and acquaintances whom you have only known for a year. Your freshman
year moments are irreplaceable.

6 My advice to any freshman reading this is to cherish those moments.
You may grow completely apart from the people you spent your first year
with, or you may find yourself fortunately comparing them to sib/ings at
the end of your junior year as I did.

1 Even if you have almost forgotten your freshman year roommates two
years later, and barely recognize them when you encounter them in front
of the gymnasium, you can never replace that year and the brand-new
feeling that your first year of college brings.

Roommates and majors in American colleges

8 Freshman roommates are usually assigned randomly, with no attention
to their majors, and may have little in common with one another either
academically or personally. They may take none of the same classes,
and do not have to choose their majors the first year. In future years it’s

very easy to change roommates, and in the junior or senior year it’s quite
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common for students to move to off-campus apartments. So there’s much
less likelihood that freshman roommates will become lifelong friends.

9 A lot will change after your freshman year. You will meet new people
and do new things. You will do a lot more growing up.

10 At the beginning of our senior year, Karen took her hometown
boyfriend Kevin on a tour of campus and downtown. “That’s where we
grew up,” she told him, motioning toward Atherton Hall, where the four
of us spent our first two years at Penn State.

11 We learned more outside the classroom than we learned inside it. That
dorm is where we learned and discussed the lessons of our freshman and
sophomore years. I think the principal lesson I learned was the definition
of true friendship. And I have never had nor will ever have better teachers
than Alisa, Karen and Gabrielle.

American and Chinese friendships

12 Americans are very adept at making new friends, while Chinese
people are very skillful at keeping their old friends. The main reason
for this is that Americans experience more changes in their personal
circumstances, such as changing jobs, moving to another town, or getting
divorced. At any given time an American may have only a few close
friends but many casual acquaintances. Over the course of a lifetime an
American will probably have more friends than a Chinese person has, but
a Chinese person may have more lifelong friends.

13 That lesson can best be summarized by something Alisa and Karen
told me when I was upset at the end of last semester and needed a
shoulder to cry on. They said no matter how far we drift apart or who else
we become friends with after college, we will always incline to recall
each other first whenever we think of college.

I couldn’t agree more.

14 The story Alisa told on that balcony is far from over. I sometimes
wonder if the following is how it will end: ““...and those four little girls
grew up and realized their dreams. They found themselves all over the
country, from farms to cities, to the suburbs, doing everything they
wanted to do — a computer technician, a physician, an afforney, and

an architect — with the companions they wanted in husbands, children
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and pets. And occasionally they would make it back to reunions at that
mythical valley and see their old friends, laughing about the good times.
They had succeeded in forgetting any of the bad times. And they lived
happily ever after'.”
Class reunions
15 In many Western countries it is customary for the people who
graduated from a college or school in the same year to gather periodically
at the campus or in their hometown for a class reunion. It often includes
parties, dinners, dancing, golfing, bowling, and other special events such
as visits with former teachers. Reunions usually occur every five years,
beginning five years after graduation. Certain reunions such as the 10th,
25th, and 50th are often considered special, and are more elaborate than
the others.

(861 words)
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Exercises

I . Read the text and choose the best answer to each question.

. Which is the main idea of the passage?
A) Friendship is most valuable in one’s lifetime, and should never be neglected.
B) Friendship is only one part of one’s life experience.
C) One can live without friendship.
D) Friendship doesn’t necessarily go with money.
. What did the four girls NOT do together on the last day of their first year?
A) Eating dinner.
B) Visiting around the campus.
C) Trying on clothes.
D) Going to cinema.
. How did the author think of freshman?
A) They are degenerated.
B) They are immature.
C) They are confused.
D) They are growing.
4. What would the girls probably remember best?
A) The quarrels.
B) The pleasure.
C) The examinations.
D) Their beloved tutors.
5. What is the main cause of the difference between American and Chinese friendships?
A) Chinese people are not good at maintaining old friendship.
B) Americans experience more changes in their personal circumstances.
C) Chinese people don’t like to make new friends.

D) Americans are inclined to be introvert.




II. Complete the sentences by translating into English the Chinese given in

brackets.
Through his many years’ persistence, he finally (AR &5 30).
After living in the same dormitory for so many years, Maryand I ({&It A7V %2 1))
I3
Once all the seniors graduate, they will (IEEIAL A AL 1] 45 Sl ).
If you don’t take some measures, you are (IREZER).
Although it snowed heavily, we (T 33 L To).
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Section Two

Read the following passage and choose the best answer to each question.

Friendship is one of the basic bonds between human beings. While the characteristics of
friendship might vary from one country to another, people from all cultures not only enjoy friends
but need them.

Many studies have shown that teenagers who have no friends often suffer from psychological
disorders. It has been shown that teenagers, perhaps more than any other age group, need
companionship and a sense of belonging. The negative consequences of loneliness have also been
observed among the elderly. The death of a spouse often leaves a widow or a widower totally
bereft. If, however, they are surrounded by friends and relatives and if they are able to articulate
their feelings, they are more likely to recover from their grief.

“No man is an island.” In other words, we are all parts of society. We all need the love,
admiration, respect and moral support of other people. If we are fortunate, our friends will
provide us with all of these necessary aspects of life.

As most people observe, there are many levels of friendship. The degree or intensity of
friendship varies depending on the personality of the individuals involved and the context of the
relationships. Extroverts enjoy being surrounded by many people whereas introverts are perhaps
content with fewer but more intense friendships.

Everyone is not equally open with all their friends. The degree of intimacy is determined
by many factors. Close friends can be formed at any stage in one’s life but they are usually very
rare. Not very many people have more than a few really close friends. Irrespective of the level
of intimacy, all friendships are based on reciprocity, honesty and a certain amount of love and

affection.
1. According to the passage, which of the following statements is CORRECT?

A) Friendship probably differs in different countries.

B) Teenagers suffer from more psychological disorders than any other group.
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