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2 Abstract =

This research gave a historical review of the state-peasant

relationship in China since the foundation of new country
through the analysis of literatures and a survey in a village of
Shandong Province.

Agricultural tax and fees, scissors gap, salary gap and land
benefit gap were 4 important aspects in the benefit distribution
institution between the state and peasant. In the collective agri-
culture period, the state took great financial benefit from peas-
ants and peasants mainly acted as obedience, resisting and revo-
lution. After the rural reform, the “one tax and three gaps” still
brought albatross to peasants, ‘which made the state-peasant re-
lationship get into another low tide with a mass of conflicts be-
tween peasants and local governments. Large amount of immi-
gration of rural labor to cities was the escape of peasants from
agriculture that with low income and high burden, it was also
the positive action of peasants for their benefit increasing. The
state in this period also gave a loose policy on population immi-
gration from rural to city, which could contribute to the “demo-

graphic gift” that accelerated economy development of the coun-

ty. The state also implemented a series of reform o
tax institution, which was finally abolished, and sta

financial subsidy for agmcul{*gal p;qdm;;gon. Alt

in this period became free and independent labor
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of benefit maximization could hardly be impacted by the state’s
policies in their production decision if those policies could not
bring higher benefit than their opportunity cost for changing.
The state-peasant relationship in this period showed as the dura-
tive inaction and benefit game.

Through the review of state-peasant relationship based on
benefit distribution since the foundation of New China, this re-
search has the following findings: (Dbenefit distribution institu-
tion was mainly based on the state’s development strategy;
(@ State-peasant relationship in the collective period was a state
dominated one line relation with compulsion of the state;
(Dstate-peasant relationship after the rural reform was a double
direction relationship with interaction; @ current state-peasant
relationship is a mutually beneficial relationship under the ration-
ality of both group; ®peasant is always at a disadvantage status
in state-peasant economic benefit distribution but they have got-
ten compensation by other benefit like high political status and
respect on spirit and culture, so peasant is also one of the benefi-
ciary in state-peasant relationship.

The conclusions of this research are: (Dstate-peasant relationship
is both as the goal and approach of development; (2)state-peasant rela-
tionship is a periodicity of balance and dynamic compromise;
® “land, peasant’s responsibility and farmers’ self governance” are
the three basic points of state-peasant relationship in current China;
(@ state-peasant relationship should always be an important issue and

he modernization process.
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