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Preface to Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary of Current English fourth edition

It is just over forty years since OUP published its first edition of the late A S
Hornby’s Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. This was a remarkable pioneering work,
. based on detailed research into aspects of English usage (including construction
patterns and collocations) known to cause difficulties for foreign students, and
reflecting a clear understanding of their needs as readers and writers of the
language. Hornby perceived that proficiency in English implied the ability to
compose as well as to understand, and that the learner’s dictionary must be
designed to develop both kinds of skill.

In planning the present edition I have built on the strengths of the Hornby
tradition, giving close attention to grammatical words and patterns and even
greater prominence than before to illustrative examples. But there are some
major innovations, including a completely revised verb pattern scheme and a
redesigned entry structure, facilitating access to idioms, derivatives and
compounds, as well as to the individual senses of polysemous words. The
dictionary has benefited from a four-year programme of basic research carried
out by the OUP Lexical Research Unit at the University of Leeds, especially in
its thematic treatment of verbs and nouns in the new Notes on Usage. It has
profited greatly, too, from access to the very rich resources of the Oxford English
Dictionary archive.

The fourth edition has drawn on the expert knowledge of several specialists. The
late Professor A C Gimson was among the first to be involved in planning, but
his untimely death deprived us of his guidance as work proceeded. The job of
Phonetics Editor was taken on and very ably carried out by a close colleague, Dr
Susan Ramsaran. She has provided, as a new feature, a full treatment of variant
pronunciations and of stress in idioms and illustrative phrases.

This comprehensive revision has also called for collaborative effort by a large
group of specialist editors and computer staff at Oxford. The result testifies to
the commitment and professional skill of the whole team; but particular thanks
are due to Moira Hardcastle, Richard Milbank and Ann Watson for carrying the
responsibility for specific aspects of the revision over very long periods.

To the OALD Unit Manager, Jonathan Crowther, an additional measure of
thanks is due. He has played a key role at every stage of the project and I pay
tribute to him, in particular for his co-ordination of a complex computer
program, his meticulous attention to the detail of dictionary organization and his
exemplary editing.

AP Cowie
University of Leeds
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