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Foreword

Yunnan is a beautiful and bounteous treasure land with an area of over 380000 km’
rising from southeast to northwest. The highest point is the summit of the Meilixueshan Moun-
tain with an elevation of6740 m surrounded by more than 20 peaks being 5000 m above sea
level and covered with modern developing glaciers. The lowest point, only 76 m above sea level, is
the exit of the Honghe River in the south. The longitudinal section of 865 km shows a relative
height difference of 6664 m.

Yunnan is situated in the low latitudes with unique highland monsoonal climatic types. Along
the straight line of nearly I000 km from Xishuangbanna up to the Diging Plateau, the area cuts
across 5 climatic types such as the torrid, the warm—torrid, the warm—temperates, the warm-
cool and the cold—warm types, offering the landscapes in the four seasons that can otherwise
be found over a distance of thousands of kilometres from Hainandao Island in up to Heilong jiang.

Yunnan has a very long history of geological development, less intruded by glaciers. It asse-

mbles a great variety of botanical and zoological resources. With its area constituting 4% of the
country’s total, Yunnan has over |1 5000 species of higher plants accounting for over a half of
the country’s total. Among them, over | 60 species are rare and precious plants. There are
| 638 species of vertebrates, accounting for 53% of the country’s total. There are 13000
species of insects in Yunnan, accounting for 52% of the country’s total. Yunnan has 250 sp-
ecies of animals and 766 species of birds, accounting for 53% and 65% of the total numbers
of the country.

Nearly 100 nature reserves and nature reserving centres have been set up in Yunnan, co-
vering 5% of the total area of the province. Four of them are national nature reserves. The
Baimaxueshan ( White Horse Snow Mountain ) Nature Reserverises in the hinterland of the Heng-
duan MountainRanges,embracing large areas of highland dark coniferous forests and a kingdom
of firs ( Abies georgei ) which accommodate several hundreds of Dian golden monkeys. The Gaoli-
gongshan Nature Reserve noted for its high gorges and deep valleys where many kinds of
plants and animals thrive. The Ailaoshan Nature Reserve possesses the largest forest of humid
ever green broadleaves formed by species peculiar to Yunnan. The Xishuangbanna Nature Re-
serve is a beautiful labyrinth of animals and plants, noted for the tropical rain forest.
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