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01 Saudi Arabia Gives Up Non-permanent Seat on
the UN Security Council
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A day after Saudi Arabia secure for the first time on non-permanent seat

on the UN Security Council, the Saudi government has announced it will not
take it up.

Its blame what it called double standards at the Security Council which
it claims made it difficult to work towards peace. The Saudi government
said it wanted reforms but gave no details. The country is previously raised
alarm at what it sees as an international failure to act on Syria where it backs
the rebels fighting President Assad. Jonathan Markus is our diplomatic
correspondent. I ask him to explain what’s going on. “Well it’s very strange
on the face of things Saudi Arabia is explaining its behavior by saying that
they are criticizing the double standards that they say have made it hard for
the world body—the UN Security Council to end conflicts and wars. Now

clearly I am sure that is the reference to the Syrian crisis where clearly Saudis
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back the rebels very strongly. They are as frustrated
I suppose as many countries are at the UN Security
Council because of the divisions between Russia and
the Western has not been able to make any diplomatic
progress. But it’s a kind of curious in a sense that they
want to give up the possibility of having a seat rather
than perhaps, you know, sitting inside the body and

making their concerns known there.”
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secure v. X8
permanent adj. ZRAHY
council n. BE&
blame v. /&

reform n. A&
previously adv. IBIEY
failure n. &M
diplomatic adj. 249

_behavior n. {78
criticize v. #(1¥

conflict n. JP&
frustrated adj. #MEY

. curious adj. I3&HY

possibility n. SIREHE
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Practice

Part A Dictation
Its blame
Part B Multiple choice
1. A day after Saudi Arabia secure for the first time on non-permanent seat on
the UN Security Council, the Saudi government has announced it will not
it .
A. take...after B. take...off
C. take...away D. take...up
2. Jonathan Markus is our diplomatic correspondent. I ask him to explain
what’s .
A. going through B. going on
C. going off D. going over
3. But it’s a kind of curious in a sense that they want to the possibility
of having a seat rather than perhaps, you know, sitting inside the body and

making their concerns known there.
A. give off B. give out
C. give up D. give in

( Wnssg SwAT

Part A
what it called double standards at the Security Council which it claims
made it difficult to work towards peace

BT, TREEWERTEAMNARKER, HER
what5 | 5/ 315 M B]what it called double standards at the Security Council/E
FaMEE, RERHwhichs | FHE RN EMEWHIE Fcouncil, R
TP, BAENEEREET.
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P 1. D WEEEMNRINFAEIENER. take.. after “KEKR" ,

take...off “# K" , take..away “HFE” , take.up “$£3%" . FFLID
| REWEE. '

P 2. B EWIPANMEIENE B B R eoing through “HIYkAE” |
going on “&4" , going off “IBLE” , goingover “E )" , HitE
D FEREWIRB, FRAREEER AN A :
3.C MBI E B T give off “BIAH" , giveout “4>
L R”, giveup “BFE” , givein “JBIR” . ABDHEBREHEEY
. possibility FILHL, FFLLEEZRC, 5
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02 Obama and Rouhani Spoke by Telephone
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Barack Obama and his Iranian counterpart Hassan Rouhani have spoken

by telephone in the first direct contact between US and Iranian presidents
since Iran’s Islamic revolution in 1979.

“Just now I spoke on the phone with President Rouhani of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The two of us discussed our ongoing efforts to reach an
agreement over Iran’s nuclear programme. I reiterated to President Rouhani
what I said in New York—while there will surely be important obstacles to
moving forward and success is by no means guaranteed, I believe we can
reach a comprehensive solution.”

Mr. Rouhani has said the atmosphere between Iran and the US is quite
different from the past. At a news conference at the end of his four-day visit
to the UN General Assembly in New York, he said that talks on Iran’s nuclear
programme between his Foreign Minister and the US Secretary of State




