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Foreword

In the history of collections of calligraphy models in China, “Sanxitang Calligraphy
Models”, which emerged during the reign of Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty,
played the role of a link between the past and future copies and rubbings of calligraphy mod-
els. It was followed by “Continuation of Sanxitang Calligraphy Models”, wich made up for
its imperfections. The 32 — volume “Sanxitang Calligraphy Models”, whose full title is
“Calligraphy Models from the Sanxitang Stone Channel Treasured Book Box”, was com-
piled by Liang Zhengshu, Wang Youdun and some other scholars from the 12th to 15th year
of Qianlong’s reign (1747—50) in compliance to Emperor Qianlong’s order, Based on the
collection of calligraphy models in the imperial inner palace that dated from the Wei and Jin
dynasties to the Ming Dynasty, it contains 340 famous calligraphy models By 134 eminent
calligraphers in Chinese history. Since Qianlong favored Wang Xizhi's ” Clear Sky after a
Sudden Snowfall”, Wang Xianzhi’ s “Mid — Autumn Festival” and Wang Xun'’s
“Boyuan”, he named his study that housed calligraphy models “Sanxitang”  (Triple —
rareness Study) .

"After “Sanxitang Calligraphy Models” was finished, Qianlong, a calligraphy enthusi-
ast, found that many excellent calligraphy models were not included. Then he ordered its
compilers to do “Continuation of Sanxitang Calligraphy Models”, which included the regu-
lar scripts,. cursive scripts and freehand scripts by Zhu Suiliang and other 15 calligraphers
from the Tang, Song and Yuan dynasties. Originally carved in the stone plates set in the
walls of Momiao (fine calligraphy ) Study, it was also known as “Calligraphy models,
Momiao Study”. In the foreword of this collection of calligraphy models, Emperor Qian-
long said that he had this collection compiled to “enable students of later generations to copy
and learn from it , like a bridge or a ferry crossing that help travelers cross the river. ‘Con-
tinuation of Sanxitang Models ' is not compiled to compete with ‘chunhua calligraphy
Models’ and ‘Daguan Calligraphy Models. ’”

The original inscribed stone plates of “Sanxitang Calligraphy Models” are now in the
collection of Beihai Park in Beijing.’

Zhen Mingfei
September, 1999
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