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PREFACE

When Mr. Zhang Lifang called me to preface for his book Frescos in Gucheng Temple, I had a meeting at Suzhou
City in the early summer of 2010. When I was back to Beijing, I just read the sample of this book and started to get
a general notion about frescos in Gucheng Temple. Coincidentally, I had ever been in Yuzhou for an investigation,
which was an ancient city I looked forward to for a long time. Those ancient ruins, castles, towns, architectures and
color paintings, frescos, sculptures and so on impressed me deeply. Although a little bit late, it did be a big fortune
for me, that I could witness those treasures and other intangible cultural arts since I have been engaged in ancient ar-
chitectures study for seventy years.

Yuxian County, used to be called as Yuzhou or Luochuan in the past, was one of the Sixteen Prefectures of Yanyun
in the ancient time with long history and profound culture. For thousands of years, a regional culture of Hebei Prov-
ince and Shanxi Province was formed in this city, where Confucianism was taken as the main and Buddhism, Tao-
ism, Mohism and so on were mixed with by learning merits widely from other cultures such as the culture from Cen-
tral Plain, from the Northeast and from the Hetao Area; and cultural essence from the nomadic nationality and the
agricultural nationality were also absorbed. Lots of ancient architectures have been preserved well here, so this city
is known as the museum of ancient architectures, and Gucheng Temple was just one of them.

Gucheng Temple, named after the ancient city (has become an archaeological site now) of the Liao Dynasty east
of the temple, is located in the east of Dagucheng Village, Songjiazhuang Town. It is commonly known as Xinfo
Temple or Dongda Temple locally. This temple covers an area of about 2500 square meters. The rest of the temple
was destroyed in early time except Shakyamuni Hall and other three meditation rooms. The temple is facing the
south and there was used to be a main gate out of it. In the north part of the temple, there is Shakyamuni Hall with
single eave and tiles on gable roof, eight meters high, three bays long and two bays wide. There are respective sin-
gle-step galleries in front of and behind the beam. The beam is huge and with color paintings on both sides. There
are four wooden doors under the front eave of the central bay. Drawings about Buddhist story were painted on the
board of the eave. The central one is about Caturmaharajika holding musical instruments and standing by a main
gate outside a temple. The main gate in the drawing is an arch, being the same as that of the temple, so it should be
drawn from the scene out of the main gate in reality. Another one is about children worship Avalokitesvara. In the
central part, there is the remodeled sculpture of Shakyamuni with Ananda, Kasyapa and two of Caturmaharajika at
the side. On the decorative wall of the east and the west gable in the hall, there are drawings of landscape, plants and
figures of fisherman, woodman, farmer and scholars. Frescos on four walls are all about Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism; they are still with gorgeous color and characteristic style now due to the complete preservation.

As for the construction time of Shakyamuni Hall of Gucheng Temple, there is a piece of wooden plaque under the
purline of the main ridge in the hall, some words were left on it as below, *“ The abbot De Jun directed to build Gu-
cheng Temple at Guchengli in Dongxiang of Yuzhou, Datong City, Shanxi Province, in the autumn of the 2nd year of
Zheng De reign of the Ming Dynasty”. Besides, there is a small piece of residual stele at the east parapet in front of
the hall; some words were engraved on it as below, “The abbot De Jun directed to build Gucheng Temple and devo-
tees included Fan Guo, Ms. Yang, Wei Suo and Ms. Jia, etc. from Gucheng Village in Dongxiang of Yuzhou™. Mr.
Fan Guo should be one of the main devotees because his name was also appeared on the wooden plaque in the main
hall. It can be determined that this stele was the record about the construction of Gucheng Temple, it also indicated
that this temple was a donation and the abbot De Jun directed to build it in the 2nd year of Zheng De reign of the
Ming Dynasty(1507).

Gucheng Temple is an existing temple with historical and artistic research value. First, the name of the temple,
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“Gucheng”, is a reference for the research on Gucheng Site of the Liao Dynasty. Secondly, Shakyamuni Hall of the
temple is one of important ancient architecture remains in the Ming Dynasty; it provides a ruler for identification of
architectures in the same period because there is an exact record of construction. Finally, well preserved frescos of
the Ming Dynasty in the hall are out of the world. Elegant skills, luxuriant themes, numerous characters and well
preservation are rather precious and rare in our country; what’s more, there are titles and devotees’ names with each
fresco, offering valuable materials for research on frescos and social life in the Ming Dynasty.

I will take this opportunity to say more since Mr. Zhang Lifang called me to preface for this forthcoming book
about beautiful frescos. As for the value of ancient architectures, besides the form, structure, material and technol-
ogy, various sorts of art together with them are also included in. In the past, they were called subsidiary art, such as
color paintings, frescos, sculptures, inscriptions, signatures and inner preserved scriptures, artifacts, cultural relic,
etc. When we assess the value of an ancient architecture, besides the architecture itself, the relevant value must be
considered, too; sometimes the relevant value is even greater than the architecture itself. Yongle Palace in Ruicheng
County of Shanxi Province is an important architecture group of the Yuan Dynasty, but frescos in it are more valu-
able. Xinglong Temple in Yongding County of Hebei Province is certainly a significant architecture group of the
Song Dynasty, but the copper sculpture of Avalokitesvara and other sculptures, frescos, tablets of the Sui Dynasty
are as valuable as the architecture itself. So do those frescos, sculptures and inscriptions in Pilu Temple of Shijiaz-
huang City. Zhibaosheng Temple in Jiangsu Province, listed as one of State Protected Historic Sites, is mainly due
to sculptures of Arhat in the temple rather than the architecture itself. Mr. Zhang Lifang has exceptional insight on
these exquisite frescos in this odd little temple, he organized stuffs to survey, map, take photos and research on them
carefully and finally to edit and publish this book. Their work not only made the precious cultural relics play the role
in reality but also preserved the remains well as scientific record; this is a kind of meritorious contribution.

For some requirements, Mr. Zhang Lifang had been already transferred to Hebei Bureau of Cultural Relic to be
the director from his original job as the chief of the engineering technology on ancient architectures. Here comes an-
other old story when I was just in Central Ministry of Culture sixty years ago. At that time, the director of the minis-
try, Mr. Zheng Zhenduo, used to be engaged in literary and artistic creation, literature history study and cultural relic
appreciation and collection, was asked to carry out the administration. However, he not only did a good job on the
administration, but also went on creating and studying. Once he said to me, “As a professional on ancient architec-
tures, you should not lose your original profession though transferred to do the administration.” I was benefited more
during sixty years with his guide and support. Later on, these words were told by me to Mr. Yang Huancheng, he was
used to be the director of Cultural Heritage Bureau of Henan Province, and was also majoring in ancient architec-
tures. He continued scientific research and academic studies as well as dealt with the administration in twenty years
as the director, and finally obtained benefits both of them. His experience indicated that administrative management
and academic research are not contradictory but supplement and promotion for each other.

I believe in Mr. Zhang Lifang that he can handle his job on public administration, and carry on the professional
research at the same time, especially support professional’s work in various departments. This book should be just a
good exemplification.

All in all, taking some thoughts and facts above as the preface, there must be unavoidable impropriety, so com-
ments are needed. I wouldn’t say any more about those wonderful pictures and research achievements in this book,
but leaving readers to enjoy and evaluate.

Luo Zhewen
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