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Cultural Diversity

Part | Look and Talk

1. Picture Talk
A. Work in pairs or small groups. Look at the following two pictures and ask each other
questions about them using Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How. Describe the
pictures and tell your partner what each picture suggests.

B. Look at the following two pictures. What issues are raised? What are your opinions
about these issues?

2, Caption Writing
Write your own title for each of the above pictures (about 10 words).

- -
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Part Il Listen and Talk

1. Prediction «{
A. You are going to listen to three people talking about what culture means to them.

What do you expect the speakers to talk about?
B. Listen and check your predictions.

2. Questions and Answers

A. What are the main ideas of the three speakers’ remarks on culture?

B. What do you think of the three speakers’ views on culture?

C. Do you agree that family background plays a large part in shaping your cultural
identity?

D. Can you name some features of culture in the street, on the campus, or in the
museum?

E. How do you think culture changes a person?

3. Fill in the Gaps «{
Listen and complete the three paragraphs below.

Different Views on Culture

Cilla Black: Culture means different things for different people. I mean, well, I was
1) up in Liverpool, in an ordinary family. My grandfather on
my 2) side was Welsh. My grandmother on my 3)
side was Irish. That’s my 4) . That’s my culture.

Alan Yentob: Culture is the good, the bad, and the ugly. It is what we 5) , what
we believe, and who we are. You get culture 6) . You just look
7) you. You get culture in the street, in the museum, in the
theater, at home, er... and also on your mobile phone.

George Alagiah: I think, for me, culture is anything that moves me or 8)
me, or maybe takes me to that part of my brain that is not about hard work or
making money, something that changes me, I think. Well, I’'m really interested
in the way in which culture changes a person. I was not growing up in Sri
Lanka, or born in Sri Lanka in an Asian culture. And look at me now, with an
English 9) . That 10) ’ through cultures has changed me.

4. All Mixed Up
Match expressions 1-5 with the alternative meanings A-E.
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1) was brought up A. my mother’s father

2) ordinary B. was raised

3) grandfather on my mother’s side C. experience of something
4) grow up D. common, not exceptional
5) journey through something E. become an adult

5. Discussion
1) Which speaker do you agree with most? Why? What does culture mean to you?
2) How do you understand your cultural identity as a Chinese?

Part Il Role-play

1. Video Clip
A. Viewing
You are going to watch a short video of a speech by the famous TV presenter Yang
Lan. She will talk about the talent show winner—Susan Boyle and her Chinese
equivalent Caihua Tianma.

Wl s < « s e e Hcu B sRB B s B v
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B. Comprehension Questions

2. Simulation

Suppose you are the head of the Entertainment Society at your university. You are

University Talent Show

organizing a talent show for next month’s university arts festival. While you are
thinking about it, Simon Cowell, the famous talent show judge, happens to come to
your university to give a speech, so you get the chance to interview him and ask him
for advice.

Suppose you are Simon Cowell. A student at a university in China is asking you for
advice about how to plan a successful talent show.

Talk with your partner, and create a conversation.

3. Rehearsal
Join another pair of students and act out your role-play for them. When you finish, ask
them: “Which parts do you like? Does anything sound strange?” Then the other pair
performs their role-play for you. Afterwards, they ask you the same questions.

Part IV Read and Talk

1. Prediction
The titles and pictures below are taken from two articles. What do you think these
articles will be about? Why do you think so?
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AN BEAUTY

A. On American Beauty B. Brownstone Buddies

2. Word Clouds
Work in a small group. The two word clouds below have been made by a computer
from two articles. The more frequently a word appears in the article, the bigger it is in
the word cloud. Using the words in the word cloud, think of as many questions as you
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3. Reading
A. Read the following texts quickly.

|

On American Beauty

American Beauty is an American movie. Released in 1999, it was welcomed by
both critics and audiences.

It is not easy to define the movie. According to a literary critic, American Beauty
cannot be defined as “a satire on what’s wrong with American life”. It is more tempting to
summarize it as “a portrait of the beauty underlying American miseries and misdeeds.”
This movie is really rich in meaning. What’s more, its title is quite intriguing.

Interestingly, it seems that Chinese and Americans differ in their understandings
of the title. In China, the title is translated into “a beautiful American lady.” Most
Americans, however, have a mixed or confused reaction to the title. They are not

sure what it exactly indicates.

Actually, American beauty is a type of rose with purplish-red flowers. These
flowers usually remind people of beauty, romance, love, and beautiful life. But to
many Chinese viewers, the image of a rose on the movie’s poster fails to make any
sense. Besides, “American beauty” could refer to a specific American aesthetics or a
patriotic vision of the country as well as a beautiful American woman.

Brownstone Buddies

The United States is often called the “great American melting pot.” The name
was given for its various nationalities, ethnic groups, and cultures. One company
is celebrating this diversity through a line of cloth dolls called the “Brownstone
Buddies.” The dolls are designed to help teach young children about other cultures. So
where are these dolls from? What led to the creation of them?

New York is an American city. More than eight million people live there. Brooklyn
is one of the most populated areas of New York. The United States Census Bureau

once said Brooklyn is home to 93 different ethnic groups and 150 nationalities. This
cultural diversity is one of the things that “Brooklynites” say they love most about their
community. It is also what led to the creation of the “Brownstone Buddies.”
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Janai Nelson and Crystal Granderson-Reid thought of the idea for the dolls during
a play date for their children. Janai says the two of them learned that they shared
the same ideas about raising children. They are both extremely interested in raising
their children with a world outlook and a global view. Janai and Crystal want their
children to embrace and see a reflection not only of themselves, but also of the world
at large. '

The two women decided to develop a line of dolls that looked more like their
children and their children’s friends. In all, they created eight “Brownstone Buddies.”
The dolls represent different cultures, and are supposed to have different interests.
Some were purposely designed to fight old stereotypes.

B. Read the texts again. This time, take notes. The questions below are given as a guide.
1) What is the main idea of each article?
2) What details are most important and why?
3) To what extent do you agree or disagree with the first author? Why?

C. In Your Own Words

Using your own words, explain what “American beauty” is.
D. Retelling .

Please retell the creation of “Brownstone Buddies.”

E. Discussion

Part V Debate

1. Discussion
A. The pictures below are both about Hua Mulan. The one on the left is a Disney cartoon
image, and the one on the right is Mulan in a Chinese movie. What differences can
you see between the two images (for example, their hairstyles, skin colors, and shapes
of the eyes)?
What do you think these differences indicate?
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B. The dragon is considered the symbol of China, but is not so respected in some
Western countries. Look at the pictures below and talk with your partner about the

meaning of the dragon in Chinese and Western cultures respectively.

2. Prepared Debate
Work in groups of six. Look at the motion below.

Motion: Cultures are more alike than different.
Divide yourselves into two teams of three students each. At first, each team

will work separately. One team will prepare arguments for the motion; the other

C]\

will prepare arguments against it.

It doesn’t matter what you really support—you
have to support your team’s position.

When you have finished preparing, the two teams
will come together for a debate.




