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Inaugural Statement -

An Inaugural Statement in
Honor of the First Issue of

China-ASEAN Law Review

Liu Yang
Executive Vice-president of China Law Society
Chairman of China-ASEAN Legal Research Center

The year 2011 marks the 20th anniversary of the China-ASEAN dialogue re-
lations. Looking back at the past decades, China and ASEAN countries have come
a long way together from removal of misgivings and obstacles to successful open-
ing of a regional cooperation with Asian identity, and achieved mutual growth and
prosperity unseen in history. The year 2011 as well witnesses the beginning of
The Second Five-year Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration on
ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity. Looking ahead to
the future, there is no doubt that the common pursuit of peace and prosperity and
the gaps in reality and individual diversities existed between China and ASEAN
countries will turn into the incentive and motivation for enhancing exchange and
cooperation, and China and ASEAN countries will push forward mutual under-
standing and trust in the process of learning from each other and further deepen
and expand the cooperation in all areas. In such an extraordinary year inheriting
the past and ushering in the future, I am absolute delightful to witness the official
first issue of China-ASEAN Law Review, which is edited by the China-ASEAN
Legal Research Center and will collect the findings of professionals of law from
China and ASEAN countries.

Along with the speeding up of the integration process of the trade in goods,
service and investment in China-ASEAN Free Trade Area (CAFTA ), unprece-

dented legal problems are therefore on the increase accordingly. Under such cir-
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cumstance, to strengthen the exchanges and cooperation in the field of law in the
region will attach practical significance to the smooth functioning of CAFTA , en-
richment of regional cooperation and promotion of China-ASEAN strategic part-
nership.

China-ASEAN Law Review will provide a persistent communication platform
for the construction of local legal system, on which professionals and scholars
from different nations in various domains will be able to follow up problems that
may affect the normal operation of CAFTA in time and actively put forward pro-
posals and ideas in legal system construction, concerning the making of a whole set
of legal systems in China-ASEAN FTA, including FTA trade and investment
guarantee mechanism, judicial assistance and civil and commercial dispute settle-
ment mechanisms as well as legal coordination mechanism, which are in line with
the international rules and practices, to the practical requirement of FTA and gen-
erally acceptable to FTA members, to prevent and reduce business risks and in-
vestment disputes ultimately, to gradually improve individual business rules of law
of each member as well as to facilitate the progress of China-ASEAN FTA legal
system construction, Furthermore. the publication of China-ASEAN Law Review
will open up a new channel available for exchange of ideas among government offi-
cials, legal professionals and entrepreneurs from China and ASEAN countries.
Since the authors of China-ASEAN Law Review come from ASEAN countries and
Chinese government, law sectors and business world, their viewpoints will broad-
ly represent that of their respective countries, organizations and professional socie-
ties, accordingly, the collision and merger of diverse ideas and concepts will for
sure enhance mutual understanding, promote mutual trust and support so as to
exert a vital and positive influence in facilitating the harmonious development of lo-
cal politics, economy and culture. The China-ASEAN Forum on Legal Coopera-
tion and Development, since its initiation, has been adhering to the idea of “Coop-
eration, Development and Win-win” and engaging in the legal communication and
cooperation between China and ASEAN, out of which great success has been a-
chieved. In the year 2010, China-ASEAN Legal Research Center was founded in
Southwest University of Political Science and Law—a dominant quarter for legal
studies around China. The publication of China-ASEAN Law Review will open a

brand new chapter for the construction of the Legal Research Center in operation.




Inaugural Statement .

1 sincerely hope that the China-ASEAN Law Review will grasp every oppor-
tunity and find out its own characteristic in a profound perspective, in the mean
time, lead in the academic frontier, advocate theory innovation, follow closely to
the judicial process and seek new channels for cooperation based on CAFTA major
topics of general, strategic and foresighted importance in principle as well as in
practice, to make it into the most influential domestic and international authorita-
tive publication and to provide legal and intellectual support for the development of

regional integration in an all-around and sound way.

Finally, I honestly wish that the China-ASEAN Law Review will gain suc-

cess on every step!

September 2011
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