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Abstract

This book consists of eight chapters.

Chapter One is the Introduction. It includes the literature review,
academic value and significance of the study, theory and approach
employed, as well as the train of thought and structure of the whole book.

Chapter Two is about the categories, characteristics of homographs
in Chinese and Japanese, and the relative research patterns.

Chapter Three is concerned with the evolution history of
homographs in Chinese and Japanese, including the pre-Meiji period,
Meiji period, early Taisho Shiaowa period, and 1970s in Japanese
history.

Chapter Four deals with the differences between homographs in
Chinese and Japanese in terms of formation, including semantic,
phonological, structural and pragmatic differences.

Chapter Five discusses the factors related to the acceptance and
assimilation of homographs in Chinese and Japanese, including social
factors, approaches, methods and so on.

Chapter Six is in regard to the methods of learning and teaching of
homographs in Chinese and Japanese, including the recurrent mistakes
and related corrections from the learners’ perspective, as well as
teaching methodologies and strategies from the teachers’ perspective.

Chapter Seven concerns the homographs in Chinese and Japanese
used in Beijing mandarin Chinese at the end of the Qing Dynasty.

Chapter Eight is the Conclusion, which deals with the creativity of
this book, issues needing further consideration and outlook on related
research. This part also gives an in-depth analysis of the history and
status quo of the homographs in Chinese and Japanese, summarizes the
existent problems, and finally finds out relative solutions.
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Abstract

As to the characteristics of the homographs in Chinese and
Japanese, there has already been some investigation and research, but
not in detail. This book, from the perspectives of both China and Japan,
objectively confirms the characteristics of homographs in Chinese and
Japanese, and on such a basis, a scientific classification of homographs
in Chinese and Japanese is given, which provides good grounds to
distinguish the homographs in Chinese and Japanese, and thus
guarantees a correct direction of the study.

There are two purposes for the study of the evolution history of the
homographs in Chinese and Japanese. One is to clarify the historical
development; the other is to observe the basic characteristics of the
homographs in Chinese and Japanese in different historical periods,
which will lay a solid foundation for the mastery of different forms of
the homographs in Chinese and Japanese.

To set up the research pattern of the homographs in Chinese and
Japanese 1s the topic priority as well as the starting point of my study.
The purpose is very clear, that is, to describe and illustrate the
complexity and regularity of the research pattern.

To study the differences of homographs in Chinese and Japanese
means to start from the semantic, phonological, structural and pragmatic
differences, and find out the factors that lead to such differences.

Previous research mainly focuses on the two dimensional analysis,
without paying enough attention to the acceptance and assimilation of
the homographs in Chinese and Japanese. This book will make such a
study, exploring its sociality and instructiveness, the purpose of which is
to tell the readers that the acceptance and assimilation of-homographs in
Chinese and Japanese is not accidental, but the inevitable result of the
dissemination and promotion of Chinese characters. Meanwhile, the
approaches and methods of acceptance and assimilation will also be
sorted out.

To do research from the perspective of the application of the
homographs in Chinese and Japanese is an exploration into the methods
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of learning and teaching of homographs. It not only helps to dispel the
learners’ doubts but also provides reflection on teaching methodologies
and strategies, and as a result, the practical value of the homographs in
Chinese and Japanese will be further fostered.

The Conclusion not only points out the creativity of this book, but
also puts forward issues needing further consideration as well as the
prospect of the research in the homographs in Chinese and Japanese,
with the hope that the readers of this book can help to push forward the
relative study.

The features of this book are as follows.

Firstly, a large majority of the contents are the result of many years
of research from the author, instead of echoing or following what others
have said. Therefore, many ideas of the book are creative.

Secondly, it emphasizes the categoricalness, systematization and
completeness of the study of the homographs in Chinese and Japanese.
Each chapter is an independent category of the study of the homographs
in Chinese and Japanese; nevertheless, when they are combined, they
form a complete frame, linking and supporting each other logically. This
study aims at a steady progress, and emphasizes the logicality and
scientificalness of the theory of the homographs in Chinese and Japanese,
without forcing any novel idea upon the readers.

Thirdly, this book is abundant with references, in modern and
ancient times, in China and elsewhere. What’s more, it refers to
materials from different subjects of study, and hence has a rather broad
horizon.

Last but not least, it absorbs the new achievements, new materials
and new viewpoints in the academic fields, and thus has a very clear
academic orientation. Lately, the study of the homographs in Chinese
and Japanese has witnessed rapid development home and abroad, and
new materials, new methods, and new views emerge in large numbers.
The author of this book takes advantage of all favorable conditions,
collects information from various fields, and makes in-depth study.
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Abstract

Accordingly, to have a clear knowledge of the development of the study
of the homographs in Chinese and Japanese is a trend worthy of
attention.

Key words: homographs in Chinese and Japanese; history and
present; systematization and completeness; views in modern and ancient
times, in China and elsewhere; analysis pattern
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