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A Christmas Carol

CHAPTER ONE
The Ghost of Jacob Marley

G ood reader, to begin our story, you must understand
that Jacob Marley was dead. There is no doubt at
all about this fact. At Marley’s funeral, all the important pa-
pers, which said that Marley was dead, were signed by the
churchmen and the only other person at the funeral. There was
no family at this funeral, for old Marley had no family. And he
only had one friend. That friend was Ebenezer Scrooge. Scrooge
signed the funeral papers, and Scrooge’s name was very well
known and respected in the city. So if Scrooge said that Marley
was dead, then Marley was dead! Truthfully, old Marley was
as dead as the nail in a door.

Now listen! I don’t want to say that I know, or that I can
imagine what a “dead” doornail is like. Doornails are not
alive, of course. Perhaps the nails in a coffin, which hold the
lid down, are deader than a doornail would be. But the expres-
sion “dead as a door nail” comes from our old ancestors,
who were very wise, of course. My simple mind should not
challenge the wisdom of our ancestors. Otherwise, terrible
things would surely happen to the country of England! So,
good reader, you will allow me to say once again that Jacob
Marley was as dead as a doornail.

Of course, Scrooge knew that Marley was dead. How could
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A Christmas Carol

Scrooge not know? You see, Scrooge and Marley were partners
for many, many years. Scrooge was a lawyer, and he was Mar-
ley’s only friend and the only person at the funeral, besides the
churchmen. Do not think that Scrooge was sad that Marley had
died. On the day of the funeral, Scrooge was a man of business,
and signed the papers quickly, the way a lawyer should.

Talking about Marley’s funeral reminds me of the begin-
ning of our story. There is no doubt that old Marley was dead. I
know that I have said this many times, and the reader is think-
ing, “when will he stop repeating himself!” But this fact has
to be understood first, or the reader will not appreciate the rest
of this amazing story. So, Marley was dead, but Scrooge was
still alive.

Scrooge did not remove Marley’s name from the sign out-
side their office door. For many years after this, the sign said
“Scrooge and Marley, Lawyers,” even though there was no
Marley. Sometimes customers who had just come to London
called Scrooge “Marley”, and sometimes they called him
Scrooge. Scrooge answered to both names; he did not care.
Scrooge did not care about anything at all.

The other important thing that the reader must understand,
at the beginning of our story, is that Ebenezer Scrooge was a
horrible person. He was a cruel, angry, unhappy, greedy, bitter,
clever, sour old man. He was like a hard knife, with a sharp

edge, that cut people until they bled. There was no warmth in
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A Christmas Carol

his body, in his mind, or in his heart. He was always alone,
and he wanted to be alone. The coldness and anger inside his
heart made his body look very strange. Sometimes, when peo-
ple passed the old Scrooge on the street, they thought that he
looked as if he had been frozen. They always remembered
Ebenezer Scrooge, but they did not like the memory. His long,
thin nose was red, his thin lips were blue, and his small eyes
were as blue as ice. He walked slowly, and his face always had
the same sour, angry expression. He always wore a coat, even
if it was a beautiful spring day. His voice was as cold as a bit-
ter wind, and unpleasant to listen to. Scrooge seemed to like
the cold. He never warmed his office or his house at all, even
in the coldest days of the year, or on Christmas!

This is because Scrooge did not care whether it was cold
or hot outside. No cold winter could make him cold, and no
warm summer day could make him warm. This is because
nothing was colder and bitterer than old Scrooge himself. The
heaviest, coldest rains and snows in London were better than
Scrooge, because they were nicer to look at.

When Ebenezer Scrooge walked the streets of London, you
would never see a person come near him and say, “My good
friend Scrooge, it’s wonderful to see you! How are you today?
And when will you come to visit me?” No beggars asked him
for money, and no children asked him what time it was. No

one ever asked Scrooge the directions to this or that place.
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