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Part Two Reading Focus

lish Learning—Reading, Speaking and Listening

—
How to improve your reading?

First, look at the title of the passage, if there is one.

You can get the general idea of the passage. Then, pay l : | OI l |
attention to the first and last sentence of every paragraph of the
in the passage. From this, you can get the main idea of the aSS

paragraph. Thirdly, through the context, you can guess the Inspured ta 3 trae sy
meaning of the new words that you come across. Finally,
note the style and tone of the passage so that you can get
the writer's implications and meaning.
How to improve your speaking?

You can improve your speaking through practice.
Firstly, try not to think too much about the grammar when

you speak. Focus on speaking the key words if you

cannot speak the whole sentence, but you must speak out
the key words clearly and correctly. Secondly, pay
attention to the different rhythms between English and Chinese. We Chinese tend to stress all the
words equally, whilst the English tend to stress words in the sentence quite differently. In English,
it is only the words which contain important information that are normally stressed. Lastly, try to
use gestures and facial expressions to go with your verbal communication.

How to improve your listening?

You can only improve your listening by doing a great deal of listening and there is no
shortcut. First, you should listen to a good quality English speaker so that you can get the right
pronunciation of the words in your mind, so you can learn to pronounce them correctly. Then, you
must try to catch the meaning of the whole sentence and not the individual meanings of the words,
that is, do not concentrate on the words too much but rather on the meaning of the sentence as a

whole. Third, pay attention to the liaison, loss of explosion and assimilation of the words. Lastly,
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pay attention to the stressed words and try to guess their meaning through the intonation used.

New Words and Expressions §

S ————

attention [a'tenjn] pronounce [pra'nauns] v. %% ‘
n. EEN; (pronunciation [pranansi‘eifn]

implication [ implikeifn] n. B2 A A2 0 )

improve [im'pru:v] v. #£85 separate ['sepereit] v. {fi----- iwia

rhythm [‘ridam] n. 17 % liaison [li'eizn] n. (&%) #iE

equally ['i:kwali explosion [ik'splauzn
adv. f%H; F%H n. i) Bk

gesture ['dzestfa] n. F# assimilation [a'sima'leifn]

verbal [‘va:bl] adv. 13k n. (if# ) e

i shortout ['fo:tkat] n. HEf% intonation [ inte'neifn]

n. (&%) &, =281
concentrate on (¥ /1) EP T
pay attention to i} &

. ! . What's the first step to improve your reading?
2. What needs your special attention when you read a passage?
3. Why should you pay attention to the style and tone of the author of a passage?
¢. What should you do to improve your speaking ability?
4. What's the difference in word stress between English and Chinese?
6. What should you do when you want to express important messages verbally?
7. Is there a shortcut to improving your listening?
#. What should you first do to help you listen correctly?
9. Which is more important in listening, individual words or the meaning
of the whole sentence?
10. What is liaison and how does it work?

R
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Vocabulary Exercises 3

Fill in the blanks by choosing words or phrases from the word list without
changing the word form.
separate pronounce equal pay attention to rhythm
gesture implication improve pronounce

I. One ought to his or her teacher in class or one may make mistakes in one’s
homework.
2. Most of the speakers would resort to , that is to say speaking with hands, to better

communicate their ideas when making a speech, the greatest being Winston Churchill.
3. My mum didn’t express herself clearly. What she said must have contained some
____which I did not understand.
4. Everyone should be treated with the same human rights, rich or poor, male or
female, normal or disabled.

5. Practice makes perfect which means: try to ourselves through practice.

6. It’s not advisable to boys and girls in school for both genders have many
similarities.
7. Many English learners “China” as ['tfaine:] which is actually wrong. The correct

way is ['tfaina] without rolling tongue in “a” sound.

8. Speaking is like singing. We should speak with to convey meanings clearly.

Structure Exercises ;E

therebe & ( F1E)

e.g. There is a book, two pictures and one computer in the study.

LREA A RE, RAOTME IRk, FL—2.

2. OB IERE, (HARGSRKTEEZE. 27, 20, Zii.
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L AEEBIE.

LR EETEER S, SRR E NIETERE T

AT (AR LR, FHEEM T TEERML L) .

There are one man, two women in the room talking about their plan for tomorrows picnic.

Part Three Reading More

I have been looking for some tips on how to learn English. There are so many tips. I have
highlighted some of them, and I hope that you will like them.

Make friends with American or British people.

Don't read subtitles in your language whilst you watch TV.

Find a native individual who not only speaks English, but can teach it. Learn grammar and
vocabulary by using visual, auditory and speaking methods.

Children might enjoy learning in a kitchen when they drink their milk after school.

Live for a year in an English speaking country. This is much less expensive if you do are able
to do a house exchange-accept someone in your house as a trade for living in theirs.

Learn English by reading, listening, studying, and asking questions; practice what you learn
by speaking and writing.

Dictation is an excellent way to improve your listening and spelling skills. Have a friend read

a few paragraphs from a book or a newspaper. Write down what you hear. Compare what you

have written with the actual text.
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If you can dream in English, this means that you have succeeded in becoming a fluent
English speaker, but not that your English is perfect.

This is not the end and I still have a lot more tips. You can’t imagine how many there are.

Next time I will try to bring you another bunch. If you want to take a look at my precious tips, try

to contact me.

} New Words and Expressions s’

FE S e

tip [tip] n. B& dictation [dik'teifn] n. W5

subtitle ['sabtaitl] n. F¥: excellent ['eksslent] adj. (L7

individual [ indi'vidzuall n. 1~ A
method ['meBad] n. 7k

accept [ok'sept] v. ( F4) #%

paragraph ['peeregra:f] n. E&i%
fluent ['flu:ent] adj. i Fliy

precious ['prefes] adj. ¥ #t Y

trade [treid] n. %5 contact ['ken'traekt] v. X%

compare... with... - (2

Comprehension of Text

\ , 1. Howmany tips does the author offer to English learners?
' 2. How should you watch an English movie according to the tip?
2. What can be learned by using visual, auditory and speaking methods?

&

. Which country would you choose to live if you wanted to improve your English?

oy

. Which method is best to improve your listening and spelling skills?

o

. If someone dreams in English, this means he or she is perfect in English.
Is it right?
7. According to the passage, what is the most effective way to learn English well?
8. Why should we make friends with English-speaking persons?
9. How do we do dictation?

10. What can make life in foreign country less expensive?
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Vocabulary Exercises g

Fill in the blanks by choosing words or phrases from the word list without
changing the word form. A word or phrase can be used only once.
accept subtitle precious tip paragraph method contact

trade compare...with... individual

I. One most effective for learning English is doing everything in English.

2. China boasts it has pandas. Chinese people regard pandas as animals.

3. English is like a bridge through which one can the world.

4. Success can be achieved via various s: some have it by working hard and some
by grasping proper opportunities.

5. Referring to the _____can help you understand what is being said when you are
watching a foreign film.

6. China America, and we will find that we have to face the fact that
China is economically less developed and technologically less advanced.

7. The Western world focuses more on _whilst our nation fixes on collectivism.

8. Every country in the world hasto _laws and regulations made by the UN.

9. The first ____of apassage often serves as a door to the whole passage.

10. With E-commerce being more and more popular globally, ~~ now is always done via

internet.
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Jim T China " [# Mr. Smith 525 Hir e
July -£EH Friday 21 71 the Yellow River Biii]

7 English 3515 A Tale of Two Cities { BUkic )
ERAWNE PR ERE, HREA WA, WA iR g 7 i
KE; H2gangin), Wl BN RS FRIFZE AN mum, dad, father, mother 547 1 2
af /g
LBEAT
'::--r@r’l AE R — R ARF RSS2 E . BAERE, Baah i ke, £
G4, PG g2 KA RoR RN AT P AME, Wgir(Z )
. AR LZERRFE TR RNESE, W audience(W AR, WiAk) %§: Y4 ia#nk
B AAERISEY, Wwater(K) %5 MR A WERNE. RE, SE. BESHEBS,
Wiwork(_L{¥) , happiness(ZE4i) 5 -
—. ZENESHTLERX
1. 2% 1) S A M AR Ak
BB -s, U book / books, desk / desks%
FLSE 5 MU A 405 5 BEs), Ao Al 5 5 1 z)
2) Ll s, x, z, sh, ch 4594598, 8% Iial & -es: bus / buses, box / boxes, dish /

Christmas 25t

dishes %
3) Uy #iEryia), HEEM RSN : LI “§iEFiwy SR AiE, #y

B des; L “uETFE+y SR A T, HiENiARE-s: city / cities, toy / toys, holiday /
holidays % .

2. BN A A i LT 5 A

1) LA ch 4544 42 i) 728 B 80 hn il B -es, $8AYJE ch BE¥ M)A ; #chfy e Mk,
D S iRl Fé-s,  Wistomach[stamak]/&stomachs, fii 4~ J&stomaches.

2) UygSRM A Ain, HikminRs g, .

There are two Marys in our class.

FRATHEA P AT i -

3) Lo B, AiniaE-s, Aih-es, HAEPFIELFEN, LlobiRM4 %
R R -es i EZA LL F 41> tomato(lfﬁé’[ﬁii ), potato(1+%7), hero(J2ff), Negro(F2 A)

T AEELlo%h R 2 1a) 16728 2 80t hn-sol-est ],  Hzero/zero(e)s(F)%: .

4) Lifsiifess R 406, A l“Tﬁ’ﬁTﬁE- BIA 9 BRI E-s, A &ML et Mves:
111l roof/roofs(/ZE 1il), knitbf'knives{flxﬂjfi‘% B EgOR N, Bitfe AvesiI HALLF

A6 (3 A BN AT AR R e wife(ZEF), life(ZEfr), knife(/)s J1), leaf(Bf i),
lhleftwl. half(— }'—j. selflf 1), shelfiZ2 ). loaf(j{fifl), wolf(R).



