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% Global Environment Situation( £FKIRERIRT)

1) Global climate trends ( 2FERS fEAE (L #a %)

The main drive behind climate change is the increasing
amount of carbon dioxide ( 4 fL Bk ) in the atmosphere. Its
level has risen by a third since the industrial revolution started
in the 1760s. As CO, has built up, so temperature has risen.
The main culprits ( J¢ §£4% 7 ) behind increasing CO, levels are
burning fossil fuels( #"#J#A%}) and deforestation ( FE#k K1) .

2) Global pollution trends( 2ER{5 e AE (LG )

If the number of cars keeps increasing at the present rate,
there will be more than one billion on the road by 2025.

Today, motor vehicles put out 900 million tons of carbon

dioxide a year—about 15 percent of our total output. More
vehicles will mean more global warming. Also by 2025, two-thirds of the world’s people will live in cities,
so traffic jams and pollution will loom large ( Z152E ) in most people’s lives.

3) Global population trends ( £2ER A HZ5{L4 %)

Never has the pressure on the world’s resources been so great. Over the next 20 years, the global
population is expected to grow by a quarter—that’s an extra 1.5 billion mouths to feed. Water is also under
pressure as never before. Today some S00 million people do not have enough water. By 2025, that number
is expected to hit 2. 5 billion.

@B Tree Frog( #itE)

A tree frog or tree toad is any frog that spends a major portion of its
¥ lifespan in trees, known as an arboreal (###[1)) state. As the name
implies, these frogs are typically found in very tall trees or other high-
growing vegetation ( # 4) ) in almost every continent. They do not
normally descend to the ground, except to mate ( 3Zfit.) and spawn ( J*=
& ) —but some even build foam nests (#HE{K #) on leaves and during
their adult lives rarely leave the trees at all.

The back color of tree frogs is typically a vivid green, giving an
excellent camouflage ( 4 %% ) depending on the particular kind of
vegetation they inhabit and what predators (£ [R1Z/1#]) they have to hide away from. But many tree frogs

can change their color to a remarkable extent, and thus when resting on bark (4 f7) they are usually

brownish grey.
Tree frogs are usually miriuscule (#Z/Nf)) , as their weight has to be carried by the branches and
twigs of their habitat (i S #t1). Typical for tree frogs are the well-developed discs at the finger and toe

tips; the fingers and toes themselves as well as the limbs (i, /i) tend to be rather long, resulting in a

superior grasping ability.

22
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1) Why is the Earth sweating and steaming? Do you want to join the crowd standing by and

watching, or to do something to help her?

According to scientists, the satellite data( TE%(#&) confirm the Earth has had an increasing “fever”
for decades because carbon dioxide and other air pollution have been trapping the sun’s heat and causing the
Earth to warm up, sweat and steam. Global warming is really a big problem we have to deal with nowadays,
because it has the potential to change forever our lives and our planet’s environment, and this would affect
the whole mankind. So we couldn’t just stand by and watch. We don’t need to wait for governments to find
a solution to this. problem. Each individual can bring an important help adopting a more responsible
lifestyle. For example, choose energy efficient appliances when making new purchases; defrost old fridges
and freezers regularly; cover your pots while cooking and the like.
2)How do you dispose of tin cans, plastic bags, and used batteries? Do you know anything about

garbage sorting and recycling?

While tin cans could be recycled, plastic bags and used batteries could not, so we should not mix
them together. As we know, when different kinds of garbage are mixed together, pollution increases while

the reusable value of rubbish decreases. Therefore, residents should separate organic material from the rest

3 Q
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of the garbage, separate wet kitchen material from the dry, and sort out plastic bags and hazardous waste.
Garbage sorting involves a lot, and providing recycling bins on the street is just a first step. Waste
collectors also pick out useful items such as metals, glass, paper and plastic from discarded trash. But
some major problems remain. Take plastic bags for example. They not only take a long time to degrade,
but their presence can influence the degrading of other waste materials. So it is very important for people to
separate plastic bags from other garbage. In rural areas buckets are used as garbage containers. This may
not be practical for city dwellers, but a better alternative to plastic bags needs to be found.

3) Do you know any machine or appliance that is powered by solar or wind energy? Can you list

other clean energy technologies?

There are solar battery charger, solar electric panels, solar water heater, calculators, and wind
generator, etc. Clean energies are forms of energy which do not pollute the air, the ground, or the sea.
Besides solar and wind energy, there is a long list of clean energy technologies such as wave power(JfE) ,
salinity gradient power( {7 EEERE) ,tidal power(#74 fE ) and geothermal power( {%JZHUAE) , etc.

ﬁ
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A: Look at the picture I've taken at the Three Gorges! You cannot imagine how magnificent the Gorges are !
But I heard that they would build a massive dam in that area.
B: That’s right. In fact, the debate over whether to start construction of the Project has been one

unprecedented in world history. And now they’ve already started the preliminary construction.

A: But what about the environmental implications? Won't it damage the ecosystem? And some natural
landscapes will be submerged under the water, too.

B: There’s no doubt that the Project does have some impact on the environment, but on the whole the
benefits outweigh the disadvantages. During the rainy season, you know, the Yangtze often floods and it
causes masses of damage, destroying houses, crops and so on. The dam will prevent this flooding.
What’s more, most of the natural landscapes remain unchanged and actually the Project also becomes a
tourist resort.

A: Well, isn't it going to mean flooding a great big area, forcing people to re-locate?

B: While it’s true that some people have to move, many people will reap the benefits. In fact, the dam will
provide hydro-electricity to many homes thereby reducing pollution from coal burning power plants.

A: What about the fish? Aren’t there some breeds of fish which swim upriver to spawn( =5 ) ?

B: I've heard of other dams where they’ve built special little gates or something like that which allow the
fish to pass through. All in all, the Project will greatly improve the environment and promote the
economy as well. You needn’t worry about it anymore.

[ M=)

on the whole K{& | JEA |

coal burning power plants A& H )

(Task 2

: Mrs. Bennet, I’ve been meaning to ask you something ...

: Yes, dear, go ahead please.
: Well, I don’t know why you always keep the air-conditioning running?
Why, won't you feel rather uncomfortable in the heat? We like to have a constant temperature in the

= >

house, you know.
: But it means there’s always an artificial atmosphere, and never any fresh air. Why don’t you turn it off

>

on cooler days? You could reduce your power bill by quite a lot.

==}

: Are you trying to save my money?

A: Oh no, not really. But we discussed in class today about being environmentally conscious and I was
thinking that not only is the air conditioning bad for the environment, it’s bad for our health, and it’s
expensive...

B: Well, you may be right. It’s just part of our lifestyle, you know. I’ll tell you what. Why don’t we talk

5 Q

about this with the others over dinner tonight?
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A: Great! Mrs. Bennet, that might be interesting. Thank you very much.

[ SRR
I’ve been meaning to... 3 —FAH -

be environmentally conscious 3¢ #3151
I’ll tell you what. %A /M EP:,

r_ﬁ Read and Explore

[EXTFEYN Care for Our Mother Earth ]|

Think about it h
I. Our Mother Earth is the only place for human beings to live in. We are nurtured by her healthy condition

and we have to turn to her for everything we need. In humans, if the mother is ill, the child suffers.
Similarly, if Mother Earth is damaged, we also become the victims and we would have no place to
survive.

- The root is us human beings. When we are greedy for more than what we need for comfort and

[S]

happiness, we abuse the resources of the Earth. We are driven by the greedy needs for economic
development and more conveniences, but totally ignorant of the disastrous consequences we are causing

to the Earth.
. We should take effective measures and develop strategies to protect Mother Earth rather than sit back and

)

leave the problem to the government or the experts. In fact, every person can make a difference by
reducing the emission of carbon dioxide, using clean energy, and planting more trees, etc. *

Read about ith

.................... .(_ ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ)._.wm S ,

O iRk T

AR — R VIR SCEE (interview) , ( B IR ) 28 5 1 2 & S 18 L BEPR SR IR0 DU & K AT T R
Vio PURLE FRXTHLIRIRE A A WA , WL S5 B 2 3R 0 T 1), MAAS [ £ BE 338 T At 7 % SR B [ B 1Y
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Ho WFENBEIEDFEEE RN OERE, Hl0, Amrit Desai 7EiR B AZE TR 1L # B2 B
Ui: “On one hand, we ask industries to support our greed for more and more conveniences, comfort and
possessions...” , fill (RFEEEAH 24 (£, T HARSEA 1, LA K W) e 52 5 15815 8 /e Hift 35 &
A, PTREASE C ik 38 B 3 7 sOR R B AR R, L i36: “...we ask our society to support
our endless need for more and more things...” , 53— i , 5 = 1R H @IS B, 2R A T 5
)BT A, BN : “Tread as lightly as you can, take as little as possible, and put back as much as you
can. ” I XANS B REEH S B R, HEC R A E AN R AE R R Z] . BT L R,
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Part | Aman Motwane thinks the biggest threat to our environment today is the way we see our

(Paras. 1—5) | environment. Fif& - SERFTTIAR , BRIE T I 00 J A ) UM BRAT TR IR BE O A

Part Il Walter Semkiw thinks deforesting and global warming are the most pressing environmental issues.

(Paras. 6—8) | IK/RKHF - ZEMPHEIA R BRARBRAR A4 BRI 0 f5 ™ T A B 5 )

Part Il Leon Nacson and Amrit Desai suggest what we can do to solve the environmental problem.

(Paras. 9—15) | Fll& - 94T ZRFNBTHIFIRE - T80 A fiff e PR B () T4 ) AL

Part [V Dr. McKinley encourages everyone to take action to protect our earth.

(Para. 16) | ZH L1 H KRERMATED, AR IRHE

mcmE,—

Dr. McKinley, in an interview for Awareness Magazine, discusses with four specialists their opinions
on environmental issues. Aman Motwane thinks the biggest threat to our environment today is the way we
see our environment. He believes that we have to realize that everything is related, and every action has a
consequence. Walter Semkiw thinks deforesting and global warming are the most pressing environmental
issues. Leon Nacson is particularly concerned about air and water pollution and Amrit Desai argues that
human being’s greed poses a serious threat to our Mother Earth. Mr. Semkiw and Mr. Desai also suggest
what we can do to help the environmental problem. Dr. McKinley finally encourages everyone to take action
to protect our earth.
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Two environmental issues that we find most pressing are deforesting and global warming. Mankind has
now cut down half of the trees that existed 10 000 years ago. The loss of trees upsets the ecosystem as trees
are necessary to build topsoil, maintain rainfall in dry climates, purify underground water and to convert
carbon dioxide to oxygen. Trees bring water up from the.ground, allowing water to evaporate into the
atmosphere. The evaporated water then returns as rain, which is vital to areas that are naturally dry. Areas
downwind of deforested lands lose this source of rainfall and are transformed into deserts.

Global warming results from the burning of fossil fuels, such as petroleum products, resulting in the
release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases then trap heat,
resulting in warming of our atmosphere.
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i, PE3H: “...as trees are necessary to build topsoil, maintain rainfall in dry climates, purify

underground water and to convert carbon dioxide to oxygen. ", %35 JLAN 41 1) Bl il 465 5 w0 B A B4
JH AT P . AN, “ Global warming results from the burning ... resulting in the release ...” iX 4]
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13. B+, RRFFMARFTE, REFEERNGESA—T, 5
By AL A 8 L, AT & L7
14. MBI FMAF R T oo, KAAZHALF MG AL, KA LEE
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: adjust to a new

environment :@ 1) B BE  socio-economic environment ?i Aé’é (ﬁﬂ\iﬁ The house itself is not
particularly to my mind, but I like its environment. iXJi} ?$§}fﬂ\ﬁﬁul‘&% O IR B E

FAEHETS: 8

e il N : ‘ ment
in circuit n. suf.
TE--- B JE R

[12 Jen(FE---HLH) + viron (J[H) + ment CIRZF) —7E-- A H—IR5E, FIENRGL

[ & ] [E]7% - environmental a. JE[E M, REEHY  [5 . surroundings n. A B§  circumstance n. Ff
5 situation n. [ETE 1B setting n. ZE3E

/| environment/ surroundings/ circumstance
B AR FREE V.

‘ environment 7R [ 285 — 8 WA 884 I L7 A FE R i A9 2R B8 R 40, B pu
SRR BERT LAY EARIREE, o T USRS M ERBE , SRR SR BT A RS2 A B . il A
child’s character is greatly influenced by his home environment. % MM AR KRR L2 H:
[%@%ﬁm%mu

| surroundings /& Fl it 54 FREE, JU S B X — K IR E IR, '%’?“El?ﬁﬂ;iﬁr-%
| DASHOERHI B ) railway surroundings S50 1555

l

f

circumstance 55 78 21| 5% R 0 21 5 235 2 A 10 R 20 0 s AR BE , — M B BOE X, F RIS A

under #$ i, #1|: Maybe under these circumstances we may say that man can conquer nature.
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Paragraph 4

/'aisalert / vt. Dto set apart or cut. off from others 43 FF, fEES : Several villages have been
isolated by the heavy snowfall. & JLANK FEH KBTI 55MRFE4E . @to separate (a substance) out of
a combined mixture 4}f# , B#f7 : Scientists have isolated the virus causing the epidemic. B2 F{1E 4
B 51 & A ﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁo

T i lslang ' v. suf

[ig)isol (K1) + ate (BUA) R UG —HE—R U —REI L INL
[ 2 ]isolate...from... fifi--- 55 B
[ & ] @& . isolation n. PR 4s ,PRS7.  isolationism n. (IBLIE b BERABF W) IS £ X .

University of Minnesota researchers who are studying the chemical composition of tears have
recently isolated two important chemicals from emotional teats. ,
[CET -6, 2003.9 [#{%E]
[ | ARFENKFHHRELESRBOLFERIBATHL, RILANIARE S F 55
BT AFERGLEDR,

[ #252 ] If you look at the relationship between the tree and its environment, you will see the future of the

tree.

[ i | XAIERI SR : 64 + and + FFFI5MT. LBFSIRIRITE R FIR R B S, 7T AR
%‘#K%M’jﬁﬁtﬁﬁeo

L . d“lﬁ?@]ﬁ‘] She was blind to the slent worshipvin his eyes. fih B¢ A & At R
WE.HMZL‘H B‘J?ﬁﬁﬁﬁm%z%o

/'anSIkwanS/ n. [U C] O % face the consequences of one’s action H &
ﬁ% without negative consequence 7 I/ Fﬁ It ramed yesterday and in consequence the match was
canceled.. FER T T, 45 B L FEWEBUE ., QL , EM:; This traveler was certainly a man of no
great consequence. X1V ik & — E%A%E%EWAD
| P
together follow n. suf.
3L BRBE LR
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[i2)con (Ft[]) + sequ (BREH) + ence CRRZS) —RHEH/EMF-FEZ REME G, %
T
[ # |in consequence (i, itk in consequence of fHF--- LK

as a consequence [T, 455 as a consequence of Y K---HIZER, N --- B

take the consequences (of) HEHHE, &KMH---JFH
[ &) [E 5. consequent a. YENZERM,FHZ K ER  consequently ad. N\ﬁﬁ it consequential
a. GERM, HETAERN Gy, result n. 53R, B effect n. 3R, fEM  outcome n. Z5R,
SR ending n. 45,45 -
consequence/ result/ effect/ outcome/ ending s

XL AR G5 R U

consequence 5 H #:af [F] #2 1) “ J5 R” 5 — R 5 ttzati’ﬁi AERBIEH LR, Hl: As a
consequence of being in hospital, Shelly decided that she wanted to become a nurse. B A1{F B H)
G, WAIRE H— 2Pt

| result $5—RIIGRP B ER", N HTEER TR ERE, A SR ERW A EY Z [
HHESREZE . B: The result of the game was five-nil / five-nothing. HFELEREFAHE,

[ effect 5“&H" M, BFAEERNGR", Bi: cause and effect FIRIKEHR f
| outcome HFIME M4 A, BIE LR, A LA B EE, RBRIERE, Hl: The |
% outcome of the election was in doubt then. 4B} AIERIEE R A, [

ending 5 Xk /MIFERILE)R L5 R #il: a happy ending [EIWEEYEE R

[ #27% ] The loss of trees disturbs the ecosystem since trees are necessary to build topsoil, maintain
rainfall in dry climates, and purify underground water. Trees are also important to convert carbon dioxide
to oxygen.

i | AR A A 4], as 31 EEDRIE M A, 2R “ B . WA to build topsoil ... Al to
convert carbon dioxide... & B~ 351 B 3 iR A & X 4 i, H o, build topsoil , maintain rainfall in dry

climates , purify underground water X 38 SN T A IEAER to FFFILE .
/kon'vait/ v. @to change (sth ) into another form substance stdte function or purpose Ay

N P U DN N A

ﬁ& Eﬂ: The solar cell can convert the energy of sunllght Tote: electnc energy j([SHﬁEEEItET LLHE FH
j’ﬁﬂgﬁﬁﬁffg{‘t%j%“ﬁc @ to persuade or induce to adopt a particular religion, faith, or belief B
{1 ; John has converted to Buddhism. {5 T H# . | n. [CIHRMKE : He is a recent convert to
Christianity. BT BUEREEH T .

togee l
3E[F
[i]con (FE]) + vert (BEAET[]) —fd 2 Fe AR Ty [~ 2 284k Fett
[ # | convert sth. into... BELEREELL K-
[ & ][5 . conversion n. AE#t #¢fk 5 . transform n. B el
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