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Views and Vistas

Unit 1

1. Stonehenge: a Mystery of Megalith
gy

BRAXBLEGERKTFBDELILH, RARE, £
HItta, ®R2LEXBLETRE, ELA®, HT4H
RGEMNER, CHR—NELGEMZ &,

\A\‘“‘W Bt Bk

Stonehenge is certainly England’s greatest national icon, symbolizing
mystery, power and endurance'. Its original purpose is unclear to us, but some
have speculated that it was a temple made for the worship of ancient earth
deities. Others claim that it was a sacred site for the burial of high-ranking
citizens from the societies of long ago. And it has also been called an astro-
nomical’ observatory” for marking significant events on the prehistoric* calen-
dar. While we can’t say with any degree of certainty what it was for, we can

say that it wasn’t constructed for any casual purpose. Only something very

endurance n. 2 /)
astronomical adj. K 3C2£(K)
observatory n. KX &, A&EH
prehistoric adj. SR
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important to the ancients would have been worth the effort and investment

that it took to construct Stonehenge.

Etk&

Stonehenge and its surroundings were added to the UNESCO’s list of
World Heritage Sites in 1986 in a co-listing with Avebury henge monument.
The Stonehenge, Avebury, and Associated Sites World Heritage property is
internationally important for its complexes of outstanding prehistoric monu-
ments.

Stonehenge is one of the most impressive prehistoric megalithic' monu-
ments in the world. It is the most architecturally sophisticated® prehistoric
stone circle in the world, unrivalled in its design and unique engineering.
Stonehenge is distinguished by the unique use of two different kinds of stones
(Bluestones and Sarsens’), their size (the largest weighing over 50 tons), and
the distance they were transported (up to 240km).

Stonehenge is not a single structure but consists of a series of earth,
timber, and stone structures that were revised and re-modelled over a period

of more than 1,400 years. The outer circle, namely, Sarsen Circle, about 108

1 megalithic adj. B
2 sophisticated adj. KK, HIH
3 sarsen n. W&
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feet in diameter, was originally comprised of 30 neatly trimmed upright
sandstone blocks of which only 17 are now standing. The stones are evenly
spaced approximately' 3 to 4.2 feet apart, and stand on average 13 feet above
the ground. They are about 6.5 feet wide and 3 feet thick and taper’ towards
the top. They originally supported sarsen lintels forming a continuous circle
around the top. Each lintel block has been shaped to the curve of the circle.
The average length of the rectangular’ lintels is 9.6 feet. The lintels were fit-
ted end-to-end using tongue-and-groove joints, and fitted on top of the stand-
ing sarsen with mortice and tenon joints. The Sarsen Circle with its lintels is
perhaps the most remarkable feature of Stonehenge in terms of design, preci-
sion* stonework, and engineering. The Trilithons’, erected within the Sarsen
Circle in the form of a horseshoe, are ten upright stones arranged as five
freestanding pairs each with a single horizontal® lintel. They were arranged
symmetrically’ and graded in height; the tallest is in the central position. Only
three of the five Trilithons are now complete with their lintels. The other two
both have only one standing stone with the second stone and lintel lying on
the ground.

The sheer immensity of the task of transporting and erecting these
monoliths® staggers’ the mind given archaic'’ methodologies''. As generally
acknowledged, its construction is divided into three different phases.

In its day, the construction of Stonehenge was an impressive engineering

approximately adv. K#J, Ki¥k
taper v. ZHTALHH
rectangular adj. *EJEHI
precision n. X5

trilithon n. Ffi Y5
horizontal adj. /K]
symmetrically adv. Xf#
monolith n. B

stagger v. ¥ 5%

10 archaic adj. &[]

11 methodology n. /%8
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feat', requiring commitment, time and vast amounts of manual labor. In its
first phase, Stonehenge was a large earthwork’, a bank and ditch arrangement
called a henge’, constructed approximately 5,000 years ago. It is believed that
the ditch was dug with tools made from the antlers’ of red deer’ and, possibly,
wood.

About 2,000 BC, the first stone circle (which is now the inner circle),
comprised of small bluestones, was set up, but abandoned before completion.
The stones used in that first circle are believed to be from the Presceli Moun-
tains, located roughly 240 miles away, at the southwestern tip of Wales. Given
the distance they had to travel, this presented quite a transportation problem.

The giant sarsen stones weigh as much as 50 tons each. To transport
them from the Marlborough Downs, roughly 20 miles, is a problem of even
greater magnitude® than that of moving the bluestones. Most of the way, the
going is relatively easy, but at the steepest part of the route, at Redhorn Gate,
modern work studies estimate that at least 600 men would have been needed
Jjust to get each stone past this obstacle.

It was not until the Dark Ages that Stonehenge started to be appreciated
and looked at as more than just a unique pile of rocks. It was during this time
that the mystique’ and legend of Stonehenge really started to get people’s
mind wondering what Stonehenge was used for and where it came from.
Probably the most famous legend of Stonehenge deals with King Arthur and
Merlin the Wizard.

It is told by the twelfth century writer, Geoffrey of Monmouth, in his
History of the Kings of Britain that Merlin brought the stones to the Salisbury

feat n. %%, 2

earthwork n. + 5 Tf#

henge n. [FITEA LM, BITEALH
antler n. fEff, HH

red deer I fi

magnitude n. K/, EEREE, %4
mystique n. FHFRME
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Plain from Ireland. Sometime in the fifth century, there had been a massacre
of 300 British noblemen' by the treacherous’ Saxon leader, Hengest. Geof-
frey tells us that the high king, Aurelius Ambrosius, wanted to create a fitting
memorial to the slain men. Merlin suggested an expedition to Ireland for the
purpose of transplanting’ the Giant’s Ring stone circle to Britain. Accord-
ing to Geoffrey of Monmouth, the stones of the Giant’s Ring were originally
brought from Africa to Ireland by giants. The stones were located on “Mount
Killaraus” and were used as a site for performing rituals and for healing. Led
by King Uther and Merlin, the expedition® arrived at the spot in Ireland. The
Britons, none of whom were giants, apparently, were unsuccessful in their
attempts to move the great stones. At this point, Merlin realized that only his
magic arts would turn the trick. So, they were dismantled and shipped back
to Britain where they were set up as they had been before, in a great circle,
around the mass grave of the murdered noblemen. The story goes on to tell
that Aurelius, Uther and Arthur’s successor, Constantine were also buried
there in their time.

Situated in a vast plain, surrounded by hundreds of burial mounds’, the
Stonehenge site is truly impressive, and all the more so, the closer you ap-
proach. It is a place where much human effort was expended for a purpose we
can only guess at. But whatever viewpoint is brought to it and whatever its
original purpose was, it should be treated as the ancients treated it, as a place

of honor.

nobleman n. S{i%

treacherous adj. ¥R, B, FEMH
transplant v. ¥4, EIH

expedition n. AT, HR, HE

burial mound %, L
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