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n order to meet the challenge of the global science and
technology revolution and the high technology competition,
the Chinese Government made a strategic decision with
great foresight in approving the launch of the National High
Technology R and D Program ( 863 Program ) in 1986. 863
Program involves a great hi-tech R & D mission with strategic
importance for the long term development of our country. It has an
important task for the hi-tech development and the realization of
industrialization, thus playing a very significant role in the science

and technology development of our country.

Since the implementation of 863 Program in 1986, under the
leadership of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party and the State Council and with the effective support of the
departments concerned at both central and local levels the
development in biotechnology, information, automation, energy,
Adv. materials and marine technology has entered a rapid
development stage from the beginning of keeping tracks of others
due to the diligent efforts of the broad masses of scientific and
technological personnel in tackling key problems. A series of R &
D results comparable with advanced international levels have been
achieved, thus the gap with the advanced international levels been
narrowed; A great number of R &D personnel have been trained
and brought up; A number of hi-tech R & D and industrialization
bases have been established, leading to the improvement of our
own innovation capability. With the dissemination of the
application and the transfer of achievements the traditional industry
has been transformed and up-graded, resulting in the formation of
hi-tech industries which have made an important impact on the
readjustment of our national economic structure and the increase of

the social development and the country's comprehensive strength.

The implementation of 863 Program has laid a good foundation for
the development of our country's high technology and its
industries. It has explored the ways for " the Development of High
Technology and the Realization of its Industries " with Chinese
characteristics under the conditions of socialist market economy. It
has increased our self- confidence for the development of high

technology by relying on our own efforts and played an important

role in improving the technology consciousness of the whole.

people in this country.

Facing the 21st century, we should meet the challenge of the new
century with a brand new attitude and go in for the all-round
implementation of the Strategy of Revitalizing the Country with
Science and Technology and Education for the development of
high technology and the realization of its industrialization as well
as the improvement of persistent innovation capability for the high
technology development. We should develop our high technology
from a high starting point in the competition of international high
technology development. The implementation of 863 Program
during the period of 15th Five Year Plan will further strengthen our
self innovation capability in high technology and particularly in the
strategic fields of high technology. will provide a solid S & T
foundation for the realization of the Third- Phase Strategy for the
socialist modernization, will have a place in the world high
technology fields and will achieve a leaping over development in
the key areas of high technology. We will make our up-most efforts
to tackle key issues in cutting edge areas of high technology and
making breakthroughs, cultivate actively the new growth point for
high technology industries, promote the commercialization and
industrialization of high technology, enhance the optimized up-
grading of the industrial structure and bring about a large number
of pioneering and innovative personnel engaging in high

technology R & D and its industrialization.

I am confident that our hi-tech R & D will create new glory and
splendor and make new and more contributions to the development
of the national economy, society and the comprehensive strength of

the country.

Minister
The Ministry of Science

& Technology
P.R. China

Zhu Lilan
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, n March 3 1986 a ”Proposal on the Tracking and Study of Strategic High Tec,lmology Development
Abroad” was submitted to Comrade Deng Xiangping enclosed with a short and concise letter as follows:

We, four members of the Soiémific Committee of the Chinese Academy of Sciences ( Wang Ganchang, Chen
 Fangyun, Yang Jiachi and Wang Daheng ) are following closely" the Bill on the Strategic Defense System " in the
United States ( i.e. the Star War Program ) and its reactions aroused and counter- measures taken in the various parts
of the world. We deem that our country also should take relevant measures. Therefore, we have put forward " the
‘ Proposal on the Traekmg and Study of the Development of Strateglc High Technology Abroad" and we have mgned
and submlt it to you for your pemsal and approval

;y . The dutles of our four people are as. follows respectxvely
7 ~Wang Ganchang (che Chalrman of the S&T Committee, The Ministry of Nuclear Industry)

(A full-tlme member of the S & T Committee ,the Commission of Defense S & T and lndwstry)
. Jlach: (V‘ce Chairman of S &T Comlmttee of the Space Technology Academy.mestry of Space)
; ‘Wang Daheng (Chatrman of S & T Commmee, Chlncse Academy of Sc1ences)

'Yourssin ‘r@;lyp .
. - Wang Daheng
. Ma‘rch 3, 1986' .

. ,After readmg this proposal Comrade Deng Xwopmg wrote this instruction: This matter should be decided quickly
' t be delayed Immedxately afterwards he instructed the comrades concerned in charge in the State

Councxl to take practxcal measures. The State Council immediately organized the ministries and commissions

~concemed and‘:' 10re than 200 specmllsts from academies and institutes for investigation and appraisal and formulated
| Vihe Ontlme for the Developmcnt of ngh Technology Research and Development " in our country.

. Th:s is the Natu)nal ngh Technology Development Program aiming at following track of international science and
,’technology development narrowmg the gap between domestic and foreign science and technology development,

o ‘.lmuatmg mnovanons in the scientific and technological areas with our superiority and solving the major scientific

~and technologlcal problems urgently needed to be tackled in the national economy. Because the program was worked
out in March, 1986 it is called as 863 Program. Since then "863" has become an epoch making symbol for China to
emer, the high technology arena.
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Mr. Deng Xiaoping was working on epigraph on the 5th

i anniversary of 863 Program in 1991
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President Jiang Zemin inspected National Human

Genome Research Center in South China
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Epigraph by President Jiang Zemin on
the 10th anniversary of 863 Program
in 1996
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Mr. Li Peng inspected Hybrid Rice Center i

in Hunan Province
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Epigraph by Mr. Li Peng on the 10th
anniversary of 863 Program in 1996
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