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1. Practice through reading
Passage 1
© Pre-reading questions

1. How many universities and colleges are there in China?

2. Which of them are the most famous ones? Why?

3. What are the major differences between universities and colleges in China?

The following is a short passage with some information about British universities you will probably
be interested in. At the end of this passage there are five short-answer questions you should answer

briefly according to the passage.

k‘ Are you ready to read? Don't forget your starting time: ___:

British Universities

British universities can be divided roughly into
three groups.

The old universities: Oxford (4:¥#t) and
Cambridge (#I#r) are the oldest universities.

In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, four
universities were founded in Scotland: St. Andrew
(1411), Glasgow (1450), Aberdeen
(1494) and Edinburgh (1583). ;

The redbrick universities: %
These include all the provincial
CHb 7 [¥))  universities of the %;
period 1850 — 1930, as well %
as London University. The term f’;

“redbrick” is not much used today, ;%M

but it is a useful way of describing this group of
universities, many of which were built in the
favorite (£ 2 ¥ % 17D building material of the
time — red brick.

The new universities: These are all the
universities founded since the Second World War.
Because of their more modern approach
(J77%£) to university courses, some
students choose the new universities
in preference to other universities. But

Oxford and Cambridge are still the
main attraction.

The number of new universities
also jumped considerably in 1992,
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when polytechnics and some other higher Altogether, there are now some 90 universities,
educational establishments were given the freedom including the Open University in the United
to become universities and chose to exercise it. Kingdom.

(174 words)
Ending Time: ___ : If you have spent
Total Time: . _m____s a) less than 3 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.
A b) around 3.5 minutes, you are OK at reading.

¢) more than 4 minutes, you need more practice in reading.

© Comprehension
Try to answer the following questions briefly in accordance with the passage.

1. What are the three main groups of universities in Great Britain?

2. Where is Aberdeen University located, in England, Scotland or Wales?
3. Why is London University called a “redbrick” university?

4. Why do some students prefer to go to the new universities?

5. Why did the number of universities jump considerably in 19927

Passage 2
© Pre-reading questions
1. Are you a successful language learner?
2. What techniques do you think make language learning easier?

Are you ready to read? Don't forget your starting time: ___ :

Some people seem to have the ability to learn language. They can pick up new vocabulary, master rules
and grammar, and learn to write in the new language more quickly than others. They do not seem to be
anymore intelligent than others, so what makes language learning so much easier for them? Perhaps if we
take a close look at these successful language learners we may discover a few of the techniques which make
language learning easier for them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They do not depend on the book or
the teacher; they discover their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for the teacher to explain,
they try to find the patterns and the rules for themselves. They are good guessers who look for clues

and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess again. They try to learn from their
mistakes.



Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful learners do not wait for a chance

important for them to learn to think in the language than to know the meaning of every word.

to use the language; they look for such a chance. They find people who speak the language and they ask
these people to correct them when they make a mistake. They will try anything to communicate. They are
not afraid to repeat what they hear or to say strange things. They are willing to make mistakes and try again.
When communication is difficult, they can accept information that is inexact or incomplete. It is more

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They want to learn the language

because they are interested in the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary for them to learn the

language in order to communicate with these people and to learn from them. They find it easy to practice

using the language regularly because they want to learn with it.

Ending Time: :

© Comprehension

Make the best choices according to the passage.

. Independent learners :
A) do not need teachers while learning
B) depend on their own way to succeed
C) do not make mistakes
D) only learn patterns and rules from books

. Active learning means .
A) talking with native speakers
B) communicating actively
C) looking for a chance to practice the language
D) trying to understand the meaning of every word

. How could a successful learner learn with the language?
A) In class.
B) From a teacher.
C) Using it as a tool of communication.
D) Using it purposefully.

. The techniques discussed in the passage are

If you have spent
Total Time: ___m ] a) less than 4 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.
= b) around 4.5 minutes, you are OK at reading.
c¢) more than 5 minutes, you need more practice in reading.

(327 words)
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A) learning the language from mistakes

B) seeking for a chance to use the language
C) communicating actively with people who speak the language
D) all of the above

¥4

. The author mainly tells us .
A) the different ways of language learning
B) how to succeed in language learning
C) something about language learning
D) what a successful language learner looks like

© Writing practice
Write a short paragraph about the techniques that can lead language learners to success.

Passage 3
© Pre-reading question

Do you have any idea about the organization of a lecture ( #fi% > ? The following passage can
help you learn something about it.

4

Are you ready to read? Don’t forget your starting time: ____:

The Organization of a Lecture

In most lectures, several main ideas are the “umbrella” idea can most easily be repeated,
presented. These are the concepts ( JH A1) the restated, or even introduced for the first time.
lecturer wants the students to remember. Often When a lecture is well organized, with a clear-
the lecturer has a general idea that serves as an cut (4 BEVE 211 beginning, middle, and end,
“umbrella” covering the other main concepts. The the main ideas are usually easy to pick out. When a
students’ job, then, is to pick out ( k1L H ) the  lecture is not well organized,
main concepts, including the “umbrella” idea. getting the gist ( & A1) of ' ‘

Lecturers usually begin with an introduction. what is being said is quite
Sometimes the main concepts and the “umbrella” difficult. Some lecturers are ‘
idea are briefly presented in the introduction;  “long-winded” (JU-K:[#) ,
often they are not. Next comes the body of the taking a long time to come
lecture. It is here that the several main concepts are to the point. Others ramble

always presented. The final part of a lecture, the  on ( Z%ELHEHLIB K ) and
conclusion, is traditionally ( {k#i{%£ 4% ) a summary never seem to come to the
of the main concepts. This is also the place where point at all.

(202 words)



Ending Time: ____: If you have spent
Total Time: m s a) less than 3.5 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.
* b) around 4 minutes, you are OK at reading.

c) more than 4.5 minutes, you need more practice in reading.

© Comprehension
Have you got any idea about the organization of a lecture from the passage now? If you have,
please decide whether the fbllowing statements are True (T) or False (F) according to the passage.

( ) 1. A lecture is usually made up of three parts — the introduction, the body and the conclusion —
according to this passage.

( ) 2. While listening to a lecture, the students are expected to get the general idea only.

( ) 3.In most cases, both the main ideas and the general idea of a lecture are put forward in the
introduction.

( ) 4. Alecture with a neatly-planned beginning, middle and end is said to be a well organized lecture.

( ) 5. The summary is the most important part of a lecture because it is also the place where the

“umbrella” idea is mostly mentioned again.

© Translation
Translate the underlined parts in the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Often the lecturer has a general idea that serves as an “umbrella” covering the other main concepts.

2. Sometimes the main concepts and the “umbrella” idea are briefly presented in the introduction.

3. This is also the place where the “umbrella” idea can most easily be repeated, restated, or even introduced
for the first time.

4. When a lecture is not well organized, getting the gist of what is being said is quite difficult.
5. Some lecturers are “long-winded”, taking a long time to come to the point.

2. Test of reading comprehension
You have done enough practice in reading for this unit. Let's see how well you can read now. You

are given 5 minutes to read the following passage. The passage is followed by five questions. For
each question there are four suggested answers marked A), B), C) and D). After reading, you should
choose the best answers.

When a teacher or lecturer recommends a student to read a book, it is usually for a particular purpose.
In many cases, the teacher doesn’t suggest that the whole book should be read. In fact, he may just refer to
a few pages which have a direct bearing on the matter being discussed.



