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Destroying the Cooking
Pots and Boats

Explanation:
Equivalent to “burning one’s
bridges” or “crossing the Rubicon.”

Story:

Xiang Yu was a sturdy youth
who devoted himself to martial
training from his earliest days.
Growing up, he followed his uncle
to participate in the
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uprising that toppled the Qin
Dynasty.

Once, when the Qin army occu-
pied the State of Zhao, the fugitive
king of Zhao appealed to the State
of Chu for help.
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The king of Chu dispatched
Xiang Yu to rescue zhao with 200,
000 troops. When the troops ar-
rived at a river which separated
them from the enemy by only a
short distance Xiang Yu person-
ally led the main body across. He
then ordered each man to carry no

more than three days ' rations and
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to destroy all the cooking pots and
the ferryboats. He then addressed
his troops , “~Now that we no
longer have boats, we have no
alternative but to advance.Also,
with only three days " rations and
without a cooking pot , we are
forced to defeat the enemy within

three days.
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This speech stiffened the mo-
rale of the chu forces, and they
finally inflicted a crushing defeat
on the Qin army.

It was this campaign that made
Xiang Yu's reputation. Later, he
became the commander of the
forces which finally toppled the

Qin Dynasty.
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Explanation:
Nursing a grievance and bid-
ing one s time for vengeance.

Story:

Goujian, king of the state of
Yue during the Spring and Au-
tumn Period, was defeated in battle
and taken captive by Fu Chai, king
of the State of Wu. Fu Chai forced
his royal prisoner to labor as a

groom.

Sleeping on Brushwood
and Tasting Gall
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Goujian endured drudgery and
humiliation with apparent
resignation, performing his du-
ties well and showing the utmost
devotion to his master. In reality,
he was determined to restore his
own state and was simply biding
his time.

Fu Chai, convinced that Goujian
had accepted his overlordship and
could be used as a faithful vassal
of Wu, restored him to the throne
of Yue.

Returning to his own country,
Goujian swore to make Yue strong
enough to avenge his humiliation.
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In person he helped the common
people improve their farming meth-
ods, and soon prosperity reigned
throughout the land. However, fear-
ing that comfort might sap his de-
termination, every night he slept
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on a pile of brushwood and every
morning sucked on a deer’s gall-
bladder to keep alive his resentment
and bitterness. He also stationed a
servant at the door of his palace,







whose duty was to cry, every time
the king entered or left:" Goujian,
have you forgotten the disgrace
inflicted on you by Wu?”

In the meatime, in order to dis-
tract Fu Chai s attention from af-
fairs of state and bring about the
degeneration of Wu, Goujian pre-
sented the beauty Xishi to Fu Chai.

the ploy worked, and, as Fu Chai
sank ever deeper into debauchery
his state went to rack and ruin.
Finally, after 20 years ' preparation
Guojian decided that the time had
come for vengeance, and in a light-
ning swoop he destroyed the State
of Wu. Fu Chai was ashamed of
himself and cut his own throat.
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Stunning the World with a
Single Cry

Explanation:
A sudden rise from obscurity to

prominence.
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Story:

In the Spring and Autumn Per-
iod King Zhuang came to the
throne of the State of Chu. For the
first three years of his reign he
devoted himself entirely to hunting
during the daytime and feasting at
night. Well knowing that his min-
isters frowned on such prodigal
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conduct, he decreed execution for
anyone who dared to admonish
him.

Although no one dared to criti-
cize the king to his face, a wily
minister, Wu Ju managed to get
King Zhuang to change his ways
by purporting to entertain him
with a riddle, as follows: ~Your
Majesty, here in our State of Chu
lives a big bird renowned for its
gorgeous plumage. However, for
three years it has neither soared

aloft nor uttered its majestic cry.
What kind of bird is it?”
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