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After comparing Julien Sorel, the leading
character, with the original model, Antoine Berthet
and Adrien Lafargue, on whom the character is
based, one can see that the beauty of The Red And
the Black lies in its reflection of politics. The au-
thor, Stendhal himself is actually disgusted with
the description of politics in literature, but he acts
in a diametrically opposite way, when writing the
novel. It is obviously that politics, to him, just
like disease can hardly be shaken off. The question
is how to represent it. Stendhal does it with genu-
ine enthusiasm’ and ‘ pure inner drive’. And that

contrasts with some writers of ours.
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