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The Theory of Ban Gu on
“True Record”

Shi Ding

Abstract: Han History (Hanshu) that is written by Ban Gu
covers a special biography of Sima Qian. The literature appraises
Sima Qian’s Historical Records (Shi Ji) as a “ true record ”,
which establishes an everlasting monument for the theory of
“true record” . This theory has three standards for affairs. liter-
ature and logic. The first is reason or logic, that is, true record
and clear narration; the second is justice, which requires the lit-
erature accord with truth in recording person or event, pruden-
tial but not extravagant, unaffected but not vulgar; The third re-
quires to express beauty and evil authentically, that is, not exag-
gerating beauty and not concealing evil, all should be open to the
world. The *“true record” theory of Ban Gu serves as a link be-
tween past and future, which is not only a commentary on Sima
Qian “Historical Records”. but has an important significance in
establishing philosophy ontology of China.

Key Words: Ban Gu; Praise for Biography of Sima Qian;
Theory on “True Record”; Historical Philosophy Ontology
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