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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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BEFORE YOU READ

VOCABULARY: GOING ON HOLIDAY
Look at these words. Put them into the correct group.

beath cities sightseeing maps monuments sunbathing
mountains museums passports sleeping suitcases beach towels
swimming swimming costumes tickets walking  guide books

things you see or places

things you take activities you go to

beach

SPEAKING
Answer these questions.

a. What’s your favourite place for a holiday?
b. Why do you like it?

c. What do you do there?

d. What do you take with you?



CHAPTER ONE

Holiday time

aura and Max are twins. ! They live in London @
with their mum and dad. They always have
interesting adventures on holiday. They visit
different cities and countries.

This summer they are going to stay in a small
cottage > in the country. The cottage is in a village called
Stonecross, near Salisbury. (Look at the map on page nine and you
can find the cottage.) Max and Laura aren’t very happy.

“Boring!” says Max. He looks at the map, “The cottage is in the
middle of a field. > What can we do in the middle of a field?”

1. twins : RN °
2. cottage : FIf > DE - EEEC

3. field : JR¥f o =




The Secret of the Stones

“Why are we going there?” asks Laura.
Their dad is very tired. He says he wants to relax and to sleep a
lot. Their mum loves the country. She wants to walk and paint. “It
is a very beautiful part of England,” she says, “Full of
culture, tradition, mystery...”
“Mystery?” say Max and Laura together.
“Mystery! OK, let’s go!”







UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

Choose the correct answer (A, B or C). There is an example at the
beginning (0).

0 Max is Laura’s A twin.
B little brother.
C big brother.
1 Max and Laura live A in the country.
B in a big city.
C in the middle of a field.
| 2 ltis A spring.
|‘ B summer.
(o autumn.

3 Max says “Boring!” because A the cottage is in the middle

a field.
he hates culture.
he wants to relax and sleep.

4 They are going on holiday with A their brother and sister.

B their cousins.

C their mum and dad.
5 Their mum likes A painting.

B sleeping.

Cc swimming.

6 Max and Laura are A
happy because

they are going to a
beautiful part of England.
they love culture.

@
00 0 000 000 00 O OO0 ood ooN

they like mystery.




WRITING

Read the information about this cottage and complete the request form.

WILTSHIRE COTTAGES REQUEST FORM
Name of the cottage: 1] ...?i‘?.”.‘?..??.ﬁ.a.ﬁ? ....................
Address: I L a0
Price per week: LTI v VO e
Number of bedrooms: B cermi e e L e 2
Places to visit: Bl e o L L R e
Distance from Stonehenge: B ek IR e e
Name of tourist agency: B ..roieonrn IR v xRS R R SR
SPEAKING

Topic — Rooms in the home
Draw a plan of your house and talk about it. Use these questions to
help you.

a. How many rooms are there in your house?
b. Describe your bedroom.
c. What’s your favourite room. Why?

13




CHAPTER TWO

‘: :;m.wﬂ&"’“‘

Stonecrass

he next day Uncle Stephen and Aunty Barbara ©
arrive. They have lots of suitcases. ' This year the
two families are going on holiday together.

Mum drives her car. Dad sleeps... Dad always

sleeps! Uncle Stephen and Aunty Barbara follow
in their slow, old car.

Two hours later they arrive at Stonecross and find their cottage
in the middle of a field. There are green hills, beautiful cottages,
flowers, sheep and cows everywhere.

“It's lovely!” say Max and Laura.

“It’s perfect!” say Mum and Aunty Barbara.

-,
1. suitcases : ‘

14



STONECROSS

Dad says nothing. He is sleeping in the car.

“What do you think, Stephen? Do you like it?” Uncle Stephen
doesn’t answer. He is looking into the distance. His eyes are very
black and strange.

“What'’s the matter, Stephen?” asks Aunty Barbara, “Don’t you
like the cottage?”

“Err... yes. It's wonderful,” he says, “Come on everyone. Let’s
take these suitcases inside. Wake up, Andrew!” Dad wakes up.

“What? Oh... err... where are we?”

“We're here at Stonecross. Come and help. We must take the
suitcases into the cottage.”

They take the suitcases and go inside, but Uncle Stephen waits.
He wants to talk to his wife.

“Barbara, I must tell you something,” he says. His voice is very
serious, “This place...”

“Yes, darling?”

“...This place is in my book! Do you remember? The book I am
studying, about mysteries...”

“But Stephen, that book is very old. It's full of strange codes
and secret messages!”

“Exactly. Don’t you understand? This is the place where...”

“Come on, Barbara! Come on, Stephen!” shouts Mum from the
cottage.

“We're coming,” Uncle Stephen and Aunty Barbara answer. But
when they walk to the cottage their faces are white. They look
very worried.

15
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