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Words

laughter, stand-up, humour, well-loved, comedy, reaction, main, physical, humorous, queue,
visual, tennis, stage. actor. act, academy, award, routine, live, little-known, toothbrush,
mirror, outstanding, microphone, lip, silent, howl, amuse, brain, saying, somehow, vital,
entertainment, enthusiastic. super, tough, worthwhile, master, foreigner, initial, dialogue,
skilled, bench, setting, courtyard, shift, cross, uncross, notebook, cosy, annoyed, wander,
crowded, entire, king, raise, meaningfully, paper, bow, dash, re-enter, fool, tear, exit, chase,
emergency., darling, burst. poster, glare, roll

Phrases

make fun of. in response to, make jokes about, queue up, soon after, take on, move on. burst
in, in pairs. for a while. go on, glare at, hold out, a roll of, make sense, be supposed to. instead
of, make up, after all, go on

Sentence structures

I. Which of the events. .. do vou think will be the funniest?

2. They say this i_:é_l‘n_t'tzm:w when vou laugh, your brain sends chemicals around your body that

are good for you,
3. Whatever the reason. rescarch shows that in the end, the English saying “Laughter is the
best medicine™ may be true after all.

4. I like it when the comedian talks to people in the audience.
Grammar

7t

OLELL T

Crosstalk, to Change or Not?

LLaughter Is undoubtedly an expression of happiness. There is even scientific
evidence that laughing is good for your health.

Crosstalk, or 1‘iang_\'herag, a traditional art form between two performers conveying
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sarcasm through funny stories, is known as the “art of laughter”.

A lack of excellent crosstalk works and its degeneration from the art of sarcasm to
a vulgar form of pranks(#][f] . E{EH ) and self-deprecation have been o topic for many
who worry about the future of this traditional folk art.

The death of wveteran crosstalk artist Ma Ji has again touched off heated
discussion about the fate of this art form.

Some take it for granted that it is natural for this traditional art to lose its appeal
to a modern audience that has a much wider array of entertainment choices available.

The popularization of the Internet has provided pecople with far more channels for
fun. Some blame TV, arguing thot crosstalk performers have had to change their
traditional way of gradually developing a story, culminating (35 B T & ) with a final
punch tine ( @k i ). In front of the TV cameras they must make viewers laugh
continuously. As a result, most crosstalk pieces do not provoke m .ny laughs at all.

There may be some truth in the above arguments. But the fact.thot many crosstalk
fans, even some youngsters, listen to recorded crosstalk pieces by well-known artists
Buggests that many still love this art form.

These days they are not as enthusiastic as they were to watch and listen to
crosstalk shows because the modern versions are not as good as.they used to be.

As some have pointed out, the absence of humour and sarcasm, which are the
essence of this art form, Is the main problem.

Good crosstalk pleces need humour and sarcasm and must be sharp in their
criticism of social evils. A good script needs to be an accumutation of what the writer
has obtained from both his own observations of life and those of others.

The old masters wrote their own scripts. Now very few crosstalk performers write
scripts of their own. They depend on scriptwriters for their performances.

Whatever the reason, they do not have to think hard about their lines when they do
not have to write them themselves.

Although they are not as good as their predecessors, today's performers make
much more money by appearing on TV shows. As a result, they have no pressure and no

need to worry about whether thelr performaonce can raise a laugh.

1. What {actors account for the degeneration of the traditional art form of crosstalk?

2. Why are many crosstalk fans not as enthusiastic as they were to watch and listen to crosstalk
shows?

3. Do crosstalk performers nowadays write scripts of their own?

4. Do you enjoy watching or listening to crosstalk?

5. Are vou interested in any other forms of art?

*
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Reading strategy: guessing the meaning of words from the context

Wwhen reading a text that contains many new words, try not to look up each new
one. Instead, try to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words from the context. To do
this, you can read the sentences before and after the one containing the new word.
Often, the author will give the meaning of difficult or technical vocabulary surrounding
it. Also, you can try to look at the words around an unknown word, and see if the
sentence makes sense.

Learn to draw the outline of the passage :

f
| '
A famous
. C
) Billy

omedian—

Stand-up for .
Crystal
your health! :

AN
09
Laughter is

good for
your health!

Sel f-assessment ;

T AR

1. act wi. 170 458 40 2 2 AEH
He first started acting when he was cight years old. fihf&/\ % B IF by 2 WY
Henry has been acting very strangely, & Rl id7 0 %4 .
Last summer she acted as a guide for wourists, Z:4F 5 K b #5 i & $9 L 7 i .
action n. i h Ik

actor n. B
actress n. % i
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actual adj. ERRe) ;P E LM
actually adv. o195
active adj. AL £ Fh 8
activity n. 3
kM take action F RUAT B
bring into action &AL A&
put into action AT de e 4tik %
in action fE iR A RN
out of action R EAER R ER A

2. award

Dn, #, %4

an award ceremony £2% {58

the best actress award {4 i 51 3¢

ywt. BT A

award sb. sth./ award sth. to sb. #& F XA ¥4

The university awarded her a scholarship. Forp b A TR

She was awarded a medal for bravery. #b[H Gl S

Einstein was awarded the Nobel Prize for his achievements in physics, % 3738 H A8 4 B 2 07

i fr9 Al R T AR A T LR
3. somehow adv. ANHIMTEC LSRR 72U

I thought 1 knew the way, but somehow I got lost, 8 5L A 34 i i . 0 AHIE 20 kR 1.
Don't worry; we'll get the lost money back somehow, B 38 {7) 80 2 10 4 0 B AR Il ke
somewhat adv. ## . H 5L

anyhow/anyway adwv. K4l R & EH
[ was somewhat surprised. &4 & LB,
It's too late, anyhow. JCi Qe BLAE L 28 KL 1.

He said he didn't know much about computers but he would try and help me anyway. flLififlh

T bl IR At 18 T fn e s 2x B R AR
4. worthwhile ad;j. i1

™

The smile on her face made it all worthwhile. & i - ) 5 (8 73 X PR A T .

I'd rather the money went to a worthwhile cause. & 77 BB 8k JEAE 41 4 (LAY ok I

Nursing is a very worthwhile career. oA IR A AR R

It is worthwhile taking the trouble to explain the job fully to new employees. %5 # Jit 51 VF 40
—F CARER, B A R AR 0

1)yworth

Dadj. (¥ e BHEAE) Lo N IR a4 fir 18

How much is it worth? X {7

The advertisement is worth putting in the local newspaper. XA S B b AR
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A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. [ 3 | — 5 & FM T 05 M
O, (U #HL
a painting of great worth — g R 45 i 8 (14 1]
2ywWorthy adj. A4 es o E e[ F AR & Moy, B f Ly
a worthy opponent — /> {i1 15 24 8 (149 4 F
The museum is worthy of a visit / visiting / to be visited. 33X~ [ 197 {fL 1
It's worthwhile doing / to do sth. # 3 F 2 130
be worth it #4647
be worth a lot 4i# % 4%
be worth nothing A 4i4%
It's worthwhile visiting/to visit the museum. T4 B 5H S WA,
It is worth your while to talk to the editor. fRSHB{7 SR ACIR S ZFHEE .
5. present
Dyad . BRAEM O B0 510
at the present time ALAE . H oA
What's your present address? #5080 ¢E 09 48 bk 76 9 B Y
all the scientists present BT A7 HH I A B2 %
2yn. AR FLHT s LA - 08 05
at present=at the present time SAE . H i

,i‘

for the present i}

One of my students gave me a pair of gloves as a Christmas present. i) — FE ik e —ull F
S (ESE = iﬂHH’)J' .

vor, BEE S BR ORE) L S LR A g g W R Bl

Tobacco companies are trying to present a more favourable image. f# & 2% m] (1 G419 B R - i
P IR 4

You must present yvour passport to the customs officers. {4470 fia) P R DL R g B
6. make Tun of U G JFBLR

Nobody likes being made fun of in public. {47 A5 U075 23 b b B 0 %2

Don’t make fun of people who are in trouble. A< S U 4b T RIEL a9 AL

play jokes on Froweeee iy 30 K
play a trick/tricks on 4255 Feee it &
make jokes about o FRE

7. take on Jit ] R0 44T AR
In an interview. he told us that he was always happy 1o take on new foreign students. f£—
| SR iAo A 5 R AT 58 A 28 TSR [
| We are going to take on a new secretary. F&{TT 58 H — & Broyfe 5.
I'm too tired and I can't take on extra work. KB T . AHERMBE a9 T 1E.
These insects can take on the colour of their surroundings. 346 B2 o GE# 4 15 F A9 3R 88 52 81
RN

o
—
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i3 take away o N
take back QIS A
take down P, R_TF ;T WF;AT
take in R RO UM A A OBe s AU
take off BECFUBR) s U 5 (L) A2 & (F k) - 46 1% ¢
take over FE AR BB
take up he A F Kb E L F RS

What took you away so early last time? AR 2082 B 8E 77
Miss Smith is going to take over our class because our English teacher is ill. [H 3471 9515

EI N S N A TR AT BE

Sorry, I've taken up so much of your time. XA, &5 H 753X 2 2090 E .
Could you please help me 1o take the picture down? {568 A G 1 8 B b i gk a2

8. burst in %R [5] AL B IR BE T ¢ 5 ER

Don't burst in on / upon our conversation. FRAT iR AR A B
Last night. several masked persons burst into the bank with guns. W, JL-7%% f A 354 19

AT HAT.

burst into laughter / tears £ KX/ X E
burst out laughing / crying = XA K £/ K%
She burst into tears upon hearing the death of her father. WAL 5% 2= 0935 B, b 58 2 5k |

9. hold out G fii 1 ; W AE £

Tom held out his hand and called a taxi. H#H F4 788 #H %
Do vou think they can hold out for another month? {4048 75 i 118 B #F R 55—~ H g
How long can our food supplies hold out? FE{ 1A E ¥ HEHE 45 & A 7

=4 hold back B3 FLak A (BRI F)FERS G AL %)
hold down O A QIR 3P s B
hold up HoAL, LA a8 T 4 s 4
hold on to ol
set hold of ECERTL S|

hold one’s breath B &, B4 5,
hold together L Ei N N
hold on 3% A 38) B o 28 F &
No one can hold back the wheel of history, 47 ARERH (1 2 09 48wt

The traffic was held up because of the heavy snow. 22 B A2 0%

10. Which of the events above do you think will be the funniest? {iiA Jy | ifi ¥ 425 i A v

do you think HfE# AR . H 8] 085 #) 2 B 0] 4] + do you think 4+ H 4 84 GE T 8 Wik B

. fE W% M) BRI &hial 45 believe, suppose, imagine, suggest, expect %,

When do you think he will come back from abroad?

R Ay Al fif Fsk 22 DA 15 5 [2] ke 7

Where do vou suppose our English teacher comes from?

-

g
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RN S Fe AT T i S0 i i e R LY

Where do vou suggest we (should) go for the weekend?

PR BT 2R L T A

Which team do you believe will win the game?

ACHELE R A~ A 23 B X 3 LE 3 7

Who do vou suggest be sent to work there?

{ TR o 25 8 JL T H 7
11. He says it is because when he started practising stand-up as a child, he told himself jokes while

standing in front of the mirror, brushing his teeth | {th {5 130 5 [K] S fth /] if i 2 2 00 10 80 A0, 80

Jo i A B O 2 A S o U

Dysay Jo il M. AT it Jd il because Gl SR BEM ). BERFREL R H W it
this, that AU EE 15, 55 H because, why il g 418 M 4] .

His car broke down on the way. That was why he was late {or the meeting. {9 4 7E B I 51
TS0t 22 3R B i It B,

2ywhile JTE# 1 he was, Y while, when. until, if 25| S0k i Ay 358 0 E4) 09 4098
—FmE ] L e MO Y B M & D] be,

Though invited. she didn’t come to the party.

BRI (R b A ke 2 e 2z

While playing basketball, vou might be using 400 calories an hour,

MORFT U ER A O f L PR RN 0] RE LT AR 400 L.

Young people should go and work wherever needed. €% A LW 1% 8P H 75 55 5 30 W6 01 J: T4,
12. 1 like it when the comedian talks to people in the audience, F& &5 2 & [ Ji 51 5 0 A B b g A ikis .

like Gy it FEA) P EIE Bl WA LR X LA T4 W% E, G # i, when 5| %
M B] L BELEE R A Bl il 47 hate, appreciate, love., dislike 5.

I like it in spring when the weather is warm and the sun is shining. & 8 ¢ #F K X SR B . PG
Al

I hate it when people talk with their mouth full of food. & ANF WA — W5 BB 22§ T 4079 .
— B
LALEED
— BT

1. T dare not imagine what my aunt’s r was the moment she heard my uncle was taken

away by the police.

2. The program vou are watching is | broadcast while the performance is in process on the stage,
3. Every year, those public servants and scientists whose work is o will be awarded by
the organization supported by some big companies,

4. Once their {avourite daughter comes back home. the house is full of 1 -

5. A sense of h is what it takes for a comedian to perform well in a comedy.
6. He received honours and a from the government for his contribution to agricultural
production.

e

A
—
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7. Some people enjoy themselves by reading; others are e by the radio and television.

8. She was surprised to find her husband, who used to be gentle. had becomeat ~ man
after ten years’ marriage.

9. The audience waited until the curtain had risen and then b ~into applause.

10. The angry teacher g at the impatient boy who was doing something that had nothing 1o

do with what was being taught.

11. In the ward($§ ) above the bed is a bell which the patient can ring in an e

12. The young girl from the university was s enough in French to translate a novel.

13. The p _says that a famous violinist who comes from Australia will play at the concert.
14. Jim is always [amiliar with his computer, but lama 1o hear that he does not work well.

15. Wecan learn them  idea by reading the first paragraph of the passage most of the time.
16, It is very uselul to m ~ a foreign language.

17. Going round to the bank was part of the (%) of his work. so he always cares for

his duty.

18. You don’t secem very (#.0») about the suggestion that was incorporated (JL{#{k #)
at the meeting.

19. Our teacher often told us (B Mk % M), “Difficulties strengthen the mind, as
labour does the body. ”

20. The two companies reached an agreement, which was based on their () talks,

. H TR

L AR aFE M4 LI, (whatever)

2. JKAr O M HUE TS 2. (worthwhile)

3. WEAF B TR A i TR R, Cappreciate iD

4. AN K gt 4 Hi B B R AR T (-(10 vou think)

5. AR IEIATHE A HUE 4% T . (somehow)

6. JRAE 54 MM B H i T B AGE . (while)

<Q#sEs

(AR FE M R E o fia fodaiE A4 12030 A 2)

FeA) « e EBTHCTF 1947 48 3 H 14 H A REAY, Bl FALYRFERER.

HAMASERE - EANERSEN ER—REEA, MEKE =B EVRDH—T.

15 % By BB, ) T T A A R A SESRAE 0 MBS AR 54 2L A X HE A AR B
FAL SR G T e, i (AR SO P .t 16 25 JF b R R 1 B 1977 b B 7 Al AL
R S rh 1 e e T — AR A L R L RAE R S TR A, 1990 FLUEE 2 T I

. »

&

—



WA

nit I Laughter 15 good for you

£ A O M A LRL

® XM

Part [ . Write out the complete word according to the given first letter and explanation

l. ¢ : having or demonstrating enthusiasm

2.1 . of or at the beginning

3.1 . (of sth. broadcast) not recorded in advance (on tape or records)
4w : go from place to place without any special purpose or destination
P.'l C ok Warm Hnd C['}n!{UTl?ll]l('

6. ¢ @ actor who plays comic parts in plays, broadeasts and TV

7. a _: school for higher learning. usually for a special purpose

8. e o the act of entertaining

9. v . of . connected with, necessary for, living
10, d . send or throw violently; move or be moved violently

Part ]| . Stems and affixes

1. Prefixes

dia-: B HCH“through: between: across”

dialogue | dia—+logue( i i) A
_t]iillnl'tl'r . E dia- m;-Trf IR o B R o
.diagrmn - ‘ cia-t ;.11:;11_[*_3;___ " - [ # |
t]ing,;:-]-u-;s ] clia gnc'}:;ri_f}-ﬁf‘?--ﬂ] D - _l’}m'[ o

un-: IFE Sl i) | 4 1Al iR Al sl il L E s R sl TR B X

uneross un-—cross({ff 22 30 {442
unsay - un—say (R ) ___""____E[“H FOR U R .
wmeover | wreover® | WAE -

[ unfasten un + fasten( & - f{E) | wrw o
undress un -t dI'IL';-'-:-'-l‘{;f‘-' }( }‘“ - f.'i.f (LR B

[ unlock an+-lock (#1 L, 815 e
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2. Stems

-vis, -vid: see, FEHECHCEY

visual vis+ ual CJE 58 0] 55 48 0y W iy
nvisible int A -+ visaible HEME 449 ! A3 1Y
VISION vistion( % i8] k5 4 W h
vide vid -+ e Sl il i 8 W. &% a
video | vid+eol & il 7 4 R R o R 3
3. Suffixes
-ment: H 7 2l in] ulg gl i) i) 5 H R 44 i)
entertainment entertainC 8K 8 75 ) + ment [ T R e
.'1(']1ir\'t-m_1-|11 | achievel SE B . 1% #)) 4+ ment A sk
argument argueCFr i FHEE) — memt qrit PR B
bewilderment hewilder( d 2# 2) +—ment 3k S
cv: il g i
emergency | emergent. B oY) 4+ ey ot End
accuracy | accurate! JEBRAY B B oy HE W W
R | R I
frequency frequent (I 9§ %2 4 1Y AT BEAY) + oy R Y R
efficiency i efficient (A7 B #0968 TAY) +oy e, ohi
Llrgu!%t‘_\-' urgentC SRR E M) foy Ea, B

Part [ . Word analysis
1. BEif . laugh, laughter

X R AR AT A B, laugh RS AT Ol ol B0 06 1. She gave a hearty laugh,
Clth 92 Wb % T2 3 i laughter FE“%5 7 0 R A 0] 045 in] . 0. She burst into laughter. ¢ fih %2 8%
KEFMHA )
2. B4 .silent, quiet, still

silent F SR8 AT A G (H A — 2 BEVR A 08 8 AN IS sh ke e i ik . quiet 5 sl B8R
BJ3om s A0 & SUAT] L quiet Fem 847 16 A sl R gl sull 35 7 A L AR & L T L TR FE I R 48 i
SURERGE PR rP Y — BTy B4 . B3 8 s quien A AMEAT TR Bl R R0 LT sull e B sl 2
T8 7 A1 5 8 AT S B T RE
3. Bidr . glare, stare

stare SEARHT 56 | IR0 UE MO AT . R 0 FOR B ORI SR T S A A B e Ry
.. . The noble stared at the blank sheet of paper for a few seconds. CHE {37 5% % 33 B ok 25 11 4F
BEHL 1 LEREE Dy glare S48 RS (0 S Ml ol 105 8% M I A o o DATR T EL AT A 0 Wk e IS ER B .
Those boys stood outside their houses and glared at us, (HFSE 5 J4 35 6 B o637 .0

%
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o .9 What is happiness to you? “

injurc. struggle, disability, simply. psychologist, gymnast, gymnastics, tournament. dedicated,
junior, event, vault, energetic, apart. devote, rush, specialist, severe, injury, cheer, hopeless,
overcome, disappointment, accomplish, adapt, journalism, disabled, positive. optimistic,
inspire, courage. admirable, rebuild, unbearable, unfortunate, sympathy, admiration, obey,
star, arrange, coach, allocate, adequate, confused. whichever, quit, unhappy, encouragement,
guidance. golden, rush, independent, worry, innocent, income, adolescence, accomplishment,
vivid, hunger, communicate, guarantee, workday. assist, automatic, instant, maximum,
company. minimum, mature. secure. motivation
Phrases
in hospital. apart from, devote oneself to, cheer up, in good spirits, role model, across the
world. believe in, be tired of, ahead of. at that point, in a rush. meet / achieve a goal, achieve
success ins cost sh., sth. . take note of, au|a;]n to, .. . stay optimistic, a series of. be rushed 1o,
look back on, the secret to sth. / doing sth. . be jealous of. feel caught between A and B
Sentence structures

l. By the time she competed in the gymnastics tournament at the New York Goodwill Games,

she had been a dedicated junior gymnast for eleven years.

2. That must have been difficult for her. She must have been very sad.

Grammar

i 2 I FEE A
O sawE

What |Is Happiness?

A Puzzling Situation

Billy won the lottery. A cool $25 million! He appeared to be a good man with a good
character. Of the maony types of people who might have won, his friends were happy it
was Billy. But two years later he was arrested for drunk driving, resisting arrest,

.-
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soliciting a prostitute, and having drugs in his car. The arrests continued over the next
few years. The excitement of winning did not grow Into a lifelong happiness.

Tom, a successful businessman, was a loner who worked long hours, saving and re-
Investing most of his profits. He was disliked for his independence and envied fc;r his
wealth. Yet his was a life full of contentment and happiness. Why does wealth bring
happiness to some and misery to others?

If wealth is not a shortcut to happiness, what about sacrificing for others? Terry
volunteers at the soup kitchen 6 days a week, 52 weeks a year, but hates It, hates her
life, and has grown especially bitter towards the people she serves. Dora, an engineer,
never does volunteer work. If she gives to charity, she does so very selectively and
sparingly. Acguaintances envious of her success call her selfish. Yet Dora is very
happy.

There are many people who we think should be happy but are not {Billy the “lucky”
lottery winner and Terry the “serlous” volunteer).

There are many people who we think should be miserable but are not ( Tom the

“loner” businessman and Dora the “selfish” engineer).

Some people who seem to have nothing are very happy. Some people who seem to
have everything are not. Some jet-setters( i f&. % i A ) seem happy while some moral
crusaders have become miserable old grouches (A~ & M A LW AR A ). rappiness
seems very unpredictable, inconsistent, and irrational.

What follows is an explanation as to the rational basis of happiness.

Happiness

Happiness is an emotion. So Is sadness, love, hate, curiosity, revulsion,
excitement, jealousy, contentment, depression. anxiety, fear, guilt and anger. All
emotions have causes, causes which can be understood and controlied.

The emotion of happiness is not caused simply by entertaining your whims(4]48 , ¢
&3k . Happiness is not merely a life lived by accumulating moments of pleasure. On the
contrary, happiness is a long lasting enduring enjoyment of life; it is being in love with
living. It is your reward for achieving a good character and personal rational values in
life. Some Important values are a productive career, romance, friendship and hobbies.
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1. Could wealth bring happiness to people?

81

Does sacrificing for others necessarily give people the sense of happiness?
3. If you want to be happy. what kind of personal values should vou achieve?
4. What is happiness in yvour understanding?

5. What is the happiest moment in vour life?

O B f#Reading

Reading strategy: reading an interview

An interview takes place when one person asks another person a serles of questions
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