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Abstract

Pre— Qin is a very flourishing period that Chinese philosophy has
its original thoughts. The great wisdom of Confucianism deserves our
earnest study forever. At the same time, there are many thoughtful ca-
ses in Chinese history, particularly nearly two centuries between Confu-
cius and Mencius, that should be investigated continually.

Zeng Zi(®% F)is a very important Confucianist in the history of Chi-
nese philosophy. He leaves us a lot of excellent papers and marvellous
thoughts. The thesis, including five chapters, tries to study on Zeng
Zi's life, works, and academic thoughts.

The first chapter studies Zeng Zi’s life, including his class origin,
birthplace, year of birth and death, name. year of becoming student of
Confucius, teacher career, character, etc.

The second chapter studies Zeng Zi’s works, including Zeng Zi({
F9). Book of Filial Piety ((# £ %), “Great Learning” ({ X% ), “Nei
Li”CN ALY, “Wang Yan” (( £ F M in Da Dai Li JICC KRB FLIED .,
“Zeng Zi Wen”({®FIa1)) in Li JiC{ALIC») » also concerns the relation-
ship about Zeng Zi and Analects of Confucius({(i&i&)»), Zeng Zi and Yi
Zhuan({ B 1EY). Zeng Zi isn’t a false book, its major components form
before the intermediate stage of the Warring States, what reflect the
thoughts of Zeng Zi school taking Zeng Zi as the main body. “Nei Li”

has important value in Zeng Zi studies, it may irrevocably prove that ten
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sections of Zeng Zi in Da Dai Li Ji are the core text reflecting the
thoughts of Zeng Zi.

The third chapter studies Zeng Zi’s moral theory, including five as-
pects. Xiao ( #, filial piety) is the universal morals. Ren({2) and Yi
(%) are the profound convictions of a typical Chinese philosopher.
Zhong Xin(E{%) is the base of Xiao. Li(%L) is the rule to practise Xi-
ao. Zeng Zi proposes that Xiao is the core of cultivating theory and the
[oundation of morals, and has meaning of moral ontology in his
thoughts. Xiao attains a lofty realm of thoughts, and can be classfied
three states. Xiao is kind and gracious to all the things. makes oneself
and others get an ideal state. Children’s noble spirit continues parents’
life. thus parents’ spirit can achieve immortality.

The fourth chapter studies Zeng Zi’s cultivating theory. Zeng Zi
proposes that we should cherish our life to learn, practise and introspect
in the daily life prudently.

The fifth chapter studies Zeng Zi’s natural view. including the the-
ories of Yin Yang(BAFH)and Wu Xing (Ff.AT) . and the view of nature
and man. Confucius and Zeng Zi have utilized Yin Yang and Wu Xing to
explain their thoughts about nature and man, which indicates that they
are very familiar with Yin Yang and Wu Xing. and take it as the basic
content of the thoughts about nature and man.

The End talks about Zeng Zi’s position in the history of Chinese
thoughts, Zeng Zi is surely the outstanding representative of Chinese
confucianists, his important status takes huge influence to Chinese his-
tory. He proposes theories and practices of Xiao, founds his own theo-
retical ideology of Confucianism, all his life embodies his great

thoughts, and realizes his ideal, Zeng Zi sowes innumerable good seeds



of Chinese culture, and encourages advancement of Chinese Confucian-
ism.
There are a chronicle of Zeng Zi’s life and some other references in

the appendix, which are initial works.

Key words:Zeng Zi; moral theory; cultivating theory; natural view; Con-

fucianism
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