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Preface to the Chinese Edition

With great pleasure we are writing this preface for the Chinese edition of the third edition of our book
“Surgery for Congenital Heart Defects” , published in 2006.

One of us (J. S) had an opportunity to meet with Dr Xiaodong Zhu, one of the leading experts of cardiac
surgery in China, when he visited our Thoracic Unit at the Great Ormond Street Hospital in London for 6
months in 1974. The second edition of Surgery for Congenital Heart Defects was translated into Chinese by
Dr Zhu and was published in 1996. We are happy to know that it was warmly welcomed by the Chinese
cardiac surgeons. Following on from this strong association, Drs Xiaodong Zhu and Weiguo Ma from Fu
Wai Hospital, Beijing, offered to assume the huge task of translating the third edition into Chinese. Dr Ma
worked extremely hard during the translation process, paying attention to every detail. We were in touch by
e-mail several times each week, clarifying many fine points regarding the specific questions in each chapter.

Over the last 10 years, the management of congenital heart defects has evolved in many directions.
There is an increasing tendency to undertake complex neonatal and small infant cardiac repairs.
Mechanical support has become an important option in the treatment of terminal cardiopulmonary failure,
and thoracic transplantation remains the only effective therapy for children with very severe forms of
congenital heart disease. Some surgical procedures have been replaced by cardiac interventional
approaches, and there are an increasing number of adults with congenital heart disease who will require
continuing expert care. All these changes are covered in the third edition of our book.

As new developments are occurring on a global level so quickly, itis important that physicians around
the world be able to share their ideas in the delivery of care for patients with congenital heart defects. New
technology brings the need for more educational tools, including books that convey the vast amount of
knowledge required for successful cardiovascular treatment. We congratulate Drs Zhu and Ma for their
success in publishing the new Chinese edition of this book, which we hope should be of value not only
to Chinese cardiac surgeons, but also to the cardiologists, the anesthetists, perfusionists and nurses caring
for children suffering from congenital heart defects. We are confident that the book will not only benefit

patients with congenital heart defects but also stimulate future developments of this specialty in China.

Jaroslav F. Stark, FRCS

Marc R. de Leval, FRCS

Victor T. Tsang, FRCS

In London, 12th December 2008
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