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Hsi Ti-shan

: =t # W
Pen. Lo-hua-sheng

Hsii Ti-shan (18934 August 1941), a founding
member of the Literary Research Society and a
noted writer of short stories, became the first
professor of Chinese at the University of Hong
Kong in 1936.

Tainan, Taiwan, was the birthplace of Hsii
Ti-shan. His father, Hsi Nan-ying, was a
native of Taiwan and a junior official at Tainan.
He went to Fukien when Taiwan was ceded to
the Japanese in 1695, and he later went to
Singapore and Siam. He returned to China in
1902, when he was appointed magistrate of
Hsuwen hsien in Kwangrung. A while later, he
was transferred to Sanshui hsien, and in 1905
he resigned to make his home in Kwangrung.
In 1911 the Hsii family moved to Fukién again,
and Hsi Nan-ving became a middle school
teacher. He went to Rangoon to teach in 1914
and to Sumatra in 1916, where he died in 1915,

Because of these early travels Hsii Ti-shan
grew up speaking Fukienese as well as Cantonese
and Mandarin. While at middle school, he
. became closely associated with acdvites of the
London Mission Society and was converted to
Christianity. In 1918 he entered Yenching
University in Peking. After receiving the B.A.
degree in 1920, he entered the School of
Religion and received the B.Div. degree in 1929.
Hsii went to study abroad, first at Columbia
University in New York, where he received an

-

2

M.A. degree in 1925, the title of this thesis being
“A Study of Certain Chinese Texts Relating to
Manichaeism,” and then to Oxford, where he
received a B.A.  After returning to China in
1926, he joined the Yenching University faculty
as a professor of theology and history. In the
years following, he also lectured at Tsinghua
and Peking universities-and served as a member
of the ministry of education’s commission for
the promotion of the unificadon of the national
language.

In 1936 Hsii resigned from Yenching to go to
Hong Kong, where the university was attempt-
ing to remedy the backward state of Chinese
studies in its curriculum by creating a new chair
of Chinese. The post was first offered to Hu
Shih. He turned it down, but recommended
Hsii Ti-shan. At first Hsii was reluctant to work
in such a cultural backwater as colonial Fong
Kong, but, after considerable discussion, he was
persuaded to go. He remained in this post until
his death and commanded a loyal following as a
teacher.

Hsi Ti-shan had a wide range of scholarly
interests. Literature was only one of his many
activites, and he was as much an anthropologist
as a writer. He did extensive research on
comparative religion and was a specialist in
Taoism and Buddhism. He was also a serious
student of Sanskrit. He published frequent
articles on Buddhism and Taoism in Chinese
journals, and in 1934 the Commercial Press
published the first volume of his Tao-chigo-shih
[history of Chinese Taoism], which, unfortu-
nately, he never completed. He also compiled
the Combined Indices to the Authors and Titles of
Books and Chapters in Four Collections of Buddhistic
Literature (Harvard-Yenching Sinological Index
Series, 1933), an invaluable research tool for all
scholars of Chinese Buddhism. During his years
in Hong Kong, Hsii also published a series of
articles in the T2 Kung Pao on the history of
Chinese women’s costume.

It was as a writer, however, that Hsii claimed
his place in the history of republican China.
When he was sdll a student at Yenching, he
became prominent in contemporary literary
developments. He was one of the 12 SpOnsors

«lected to the Literary Association, set up under

Cheng Chen-t0’s direction on 29 November
1920. After the inauguration of the sodiety in
January 1921, Hsii became a regular contributor
to Hsiao-shuo yueh-pao [the short story]. Most of



his writing were published under the pseudonym
Lo-hua-sheng. Hsii’s early tales were romantic
and showed the influence of both Buddhist
stories and Chrisdan legends. In 1925 he
published his first collection of stories under the
dtle Chuw-wang lao-chu [the vain labours of a
spider]. In 1928 a second collection, Wu fa-t'ou
&1 yu-chien [letters that could not be sent
anywhere], was published. Both collections
show Hsii's basic concern with religious love
and charity and his attempt to recover spiritual
values for his dme. His plots are complicated,
and many of his characters are conceived
allegorically. This is most noticeable in “Yu
kuan,” in which disinterested goodness as a
touchstone for conduct is explored through the
experiences of a Chinese Christian convert,
Yi-kuan. Unlike much of the fiction of the
time, which was preoccupied with ideology and
propaganda, Hsii’s story achieves the level of
pure moral exploration. Alone of his con-
temporaries, and most perfectly in “Yi-kuan,”
Hsi argued for a spiritual, as opposed to a
material and revolutionary, solution to the
problems of life in China.

Hst Ti-shan married twice. His first wife
died very young after bearing him a daughter,
Fan-hsin. In 1929 he married Chou Sun-sung,
a graduate of Peking Normal College. They had
a daughter, Yen-chi, and a son, Lin-ch’ung.
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