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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Elementary Chinese Readers is the first set of textbooks distributed
abroad singe the open~door pelicy was adopted in China. This four-
volume series of textbooks is published in English, French, German, and
Spanish. Teaching aids available to accompany the textbooks include
cassette tapes in standard pwrerghua Chinese, teacher’s manuals, Chinese
character exercise books, flash cards, and some supplementary reading
materials such as stories based on Chinese proverbs and abridged clas-
sical novels, This programme of materials has received great attention
in Chinese-teaching circles in and outside China and has been used in
many colleges and institutes as well as by self-taught learners. Ower
the past ten years, these materials have been repeatedly printed and
distributed throughout the world.

New deveiopments in langwage teaching theories and the warm re-
sponses and constructive suggestions from the users of the books have
paved the way for the current revisions, Professors Li Peiyuan and Ren
Yuan, the original- compilers, though busy with their teaching and re-
search work, have dedicated themselves to the revision work which in-
cluded taking into consideration numerous comments and suggestions. We
have no doubt that the resulting revised edition wili mark a new and ex-
panded stage in the use of these materials,

Though the revised edition has changed for the better, it still retains
the effective features and basic structure of the original books. The
arrangement of grammatical points throughout the books has also re-
mained the same to comply with the wishes of the large number of readers
who especially like this aspect of the books. This will also facilitate the
continued use of the books by teachers who are already familiar with the
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materials, and ease the introduction of the revised edition into established
teaching programmes which are based upon these texis,

A structural approach and a relatively concentrated grammatical
approach in teaching have been retained in the revised edition, thus making
the books suitable for adult foreign learners. These teaching methods kave
been tried and tested by teachers and linguists and have been provedto be
effective over the past ten years. Meanwhile, the revised cdition has been
enriched by the addition of many words and phrases in daily use, which will
help to build up students’ interest and confidence while they are learning
the language,

There have been great changes in Chinese society over the last ten
years. As a resuit, the dialogues and prose passages in the revised edition
have been updated to acquaint studénts with current social phenomena
and to enable themn to use the daily language correctly in day-to-day
situations.

Another major change in the revised edition is the elimination of
superfluous and repetitive material, making the arrangement of the textbooks
more scientific and systematic and also rendering them more concise and
casy to understand., In this way, study efficiency will be enhanced becauvse
the students’ load is lightened. Parts of the contents of the original books
have been moved to the teacher’s manuals so that teachers can make their
own lesson plans according to different learning situations.

We deeply appreciate the hard work of the compilers and think you
will agrec that their efforts have paid off. We also appreciate the helpfut
suggestions and comments we have received from Chinese-teaching circles
and from readers. We hope to continue to hear more valuable opinions
and constructive suggestions from the teachers and students who use the
revised edition of Elementary Chinese Readers.

Sinolingua
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NOTES TO THE SECOND EDITION

Since the first edition of Elementary Chinese Readers was published
in 1980, it has been widely used by many universities and individual learners
both at home and abroad. Many teachers and students have contributed
valuable suggestions for its improvement. The second edition is based on
their contributions.

The new edition has the following revisions and improvements:

1. The original five books have been condensed into’ four books.
The first two cover Chinese phonetics and grammar; the other two
coptain short stories and selected articles,

2. The format, prammar and prammatical progression of the first
two books remain the same as those in the original, excépt that review
lessons are deleted.

3. Some of the original substitution drills and texts have been
changed or revised for pedagogical reasons.

4, Notes and grammar explanations are arranged in two separate
sections. The textbook is revised to be more communication oriented
and, as a new feature, cultural contexts in which the language is used -are
added within the original format and framework. :

5. The original exercises have been revised by carefully sifting,
amalgamating or redesigning the existing materials, so that they are more
varied, more practical and more effective.

6. Tone-graphs are used in the substitution drills of the first book
and in the texts of the second book, while the phonetic alphabet is used
in the texts of the first book. This reflects the principle that gradual progress
is beneficial to the learners.

The revisers of Elementary Chinese Readers ate Li Peiyuan and Ren
Yuan. The English translator is Sheng Yan.

All comments and suggestions from the users of the textbock are most
welcome!

Compilers
May, 1988
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. This textbook has becn compiled for use by forcign students of
Chinese at Beijing Language [nstitute and other students of Chinese
as a foreign language.

2. The textbook aims at training students in practical skills. [n
compiling the book, we have made cvery effort to observe the following
principles: to teach the language in a logical order and to advance step by
step. In the {irst ten lessons on phonetics we try to present the phonetic
structure of Chinese as systematically as possible through dialogues, with-
out neclecting drills on the ipitials, (inals and tones of single characters.
From Lesson 11 on, we give 4 number of common sentence patterns in each
lesson to illustrate certain grammar points which are practised intensively
thirough substitution drills,  while the texts will hclp students express
themselves in connected speech.  In cach lesson we also provide brief
notes on grammar and on words and phrases.

3. Each lesson contains ample exsrcises which can either be set
as homework or used in class. From Lesson 11 on, there is a review
after every three lessons which consists of either a text and some exercises
or a summitry of grammar points taught in the preceding lessons.

4. In the book, we have adopted all the simplifications of Chinese
characters which have been officially published and ave in common use.
For the convenience of learncrs abroad, the original complex form of
cach simplified Chinese character appearing for the first time is given in
the table of Chinese characters for each lesson.

5. The compilers (Li Peryuan, Ren Yuan, Zhao Shuhuoa, Lig
Shehui, Liu Shan, Shac Peizhen, Wang Yannong and Lai Siping),
the transiator (He Peihui) and the illustrator (Jin Tingting) sincerely
welcome the users of this textbook to inform us of their opinions and sug-
gestIonS.

Comnpilers
March 1979
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The Chinese Phonetic Alphabet

Z1pL7 S BEE (FREK | HR& BE® |[FEEHK
Printed | Written [Names Printed Written | Names
Forms Forms Forms Forms

A a A4 a [a] N n N n [ng]

B b B b {pe] O o O o [o0]

C ¢ C ¢ [ts‘e] P »p P p [p‘e]

D d D d [te] Q q Q g [te‘iou]
E e E e (¥] R r R r {ar}

F f F f [ef] S s § s [es]

G ¢ G g [ke] T t Tt [t'e]

H h H A [xa] U u U u [u]

| I i [i] V v V. v | [ve]

I j J [tei] W ow W ow [wa)

K k K k [k‘e) X x X x [gi]

L 1 L [el] Y vy Y » [ja]

M m M m [em] Z z Z :z [tsg]
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Abbreviations

(£) &#W  mingei

(&) @  daict

(zh> #hE  dongei

( 8637 ) #EE 30 Finéngyuanddngel
(%) BHH xingrongei
(%) ##W  shici

(®) ®iF  liangei

(8) B’hA  fci

(f) i@ - jitei

(%) #¥id  lianc

. (B1) Bhim  zhuei

A8 dongtdi zhiici
BT Jiégon zhici
ESBE  yiql zhics
(W) Wi tanc
(%7 ) £5H xidngshéngei
(%) #%  citdu
(B) R ciwi
(%) %4 Zhuinming

noun
pronoun

“verb

optative verb
adjective
numeral
measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle

aspect particle
structural particle
modal particle
interjection
onomatopoeia
prefix

suffix

proper nouty
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XEHRE

Organs of Speech

LE
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Pt
L2 bha

18

upper lip
upper teeth

" teethridge

hard palate
soft palate
uvula

lower lip

lower teeth

tip of tongue
blade of tongue
back of tongue
vocal cords
nasal cavity
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