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Abstract

Media ethics is a subject that concerns systemically studies problems
such as how a ethical media practise, whether is the mass media is as it
should to be, how the employee understand good and bad, right and wrong
during their work, and how do they make their choice. And it also concerns
about the content which constitutes value and criterion in our life. And these
value and criterion are recognized as principle by individual, groups or those
of culture community consistently. Libertarianism of mass media emphasize
expression itself. It emphasize the justice of express freely. Nature right, rea-
son and democracy are the main value during the fightment against feudality.
And it also point out the orientation for the rising bourgeoisie. Ever since
19C, after the success of against feudality, freedom of mass media has overun
swiftly also threatened public life. Then, in the middle of 19C, the theory of
social responsibility arised. The theory of social responsibility is the inverse
of the theory of freedom of mass media. In fact, it’ s an evolutive modality
of traditional libertarianism. It characterize emphasizing that freedom of mass
media is entia of rights and obligation. It acknowledge freedom as a right that
can never be bereaved. And it also insist on the principle of the mass media
should be charged with social responsibility and obligation. The theory of so-
cial responsibilty tries to radicate the significance of responsibility for freedom
of mass media. It’s a amendment and a corroboration for freedom. And it is
renovation of the theory too. The theory of social responsibility criticizes and
remedies the insufficience of the theroy of freedom just when it is close to

downfall. It points out the sticking point why freedom of press encountered
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crisis, and point out the orientation of development as well.

Although, the mass possesses important moral function theoretically.
Because the mass media can reflects public opinion of morality, shape public
opinion of morality, and then induct public opinion of morality. In other
words, the mass media can maintain social morality, impact it and then pro-
mote it to progress and develop. But in our actual life, the mass media devia-
ted from morality much. Firstly, the phenomena of news inconsistent with the
facts is as severity as the phenomena of taking authenticity as principle of un-
conditional. The news ignores humanistic concern and the responsibility of
the significance of the truth, when the either try to report all that happened or
report the news that inconsistent with the facts. Secondly, infotainment dis-
similates the function of entertainment, it magnifies entertainment’s status in
the media, and it also magnifies the elements of human feeling and character
of interesting, etc. and it thus deviates the original intention of entertainment
function. The more severe question is that the current infotainment seriously
deviates tha social ethic and moral orbit, especially the problem of media e-
conomic ethics, the absence of humanistic concern and the deviation on guid-
ance of social value. Tirdly, the oneness identity of public opinion guider
variates into a double identity of public opinion guide and a agent that works
for economical receipts. The audience is not regarded as a citizen of our so-
cialism any more, they are now regarded as consumer of information. And the
mass media take itself as information producer in the market system. This
change also means that the mass media takes the standpoint of catering for
secularism thoroughly in taste and be indifferent to the conscienciousness of
social responsibility day after day. As an inevitable result of marketization,
conglomeration of mass media never cast off moral dilemma also. Competition
hasn’t meant development consequentially. And the most important question
is that the mass media is contolled by the mass media group which has threat-

ened its independence severely.



Depite modemity is an uncompleted project in our China, and post-mod-
ern is a culture definition which is irrelevant with Chinese ideological facts.
The mass media has visualized trait of western theory of post-modernity. The
result of postmodernization of the contemporary Chinese mass media is that
the space of philosophical reason is suppressed entirely. And also, traditional
authority of morality is deconstructed drastically. It causes the project of re-
constrction of new system of morality which started not long ago. In fact,
there is only a modern society that is the base of the social morality re-con-
struction and morality construction of mass media, but not a non-existed post-
modern society. And it is modernity that the standpoint we should take during
the social morality re-construction, but not post-modernity.

We should avoid the standpoint of professionalism and morality central-
ism upon the question of morality construction in the field of media. And al-
so, the question should be apprehend and hold systematically within the pro-
ject of our social morality reconstruction. Thus, such as cultivating media lit-
eracy, perfecting legislation, construction of the subject and interdisplinary
communication, etc. are all dimensions we should review. Due to the study
of media ethics in China is in the developing stage, there are some basic the-
oretical problems haven’t been systematically soluted yet. And some scholars
have entered myths upon the question of constructing the ethical principles
and moral norms. Bok’s ethical decision-making framework in foreign studies
of media ethics can be a helpful revelation. And we can also draw lessons
from foreign studies of media ethics, who find resources for constructing ethi-
cal principles and moral norms from their traditional culture.

Keywords: the mass media, media ethics, infotainment, the marketi-
zation of the mass media, post-modernity, moral construction, media litera-

cy, ethical principles, moral norms
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