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Unit 1 Text one 1

Unit 1

Text one

As America moves into the 21st century,the changing composition of the workforce will
become more evident to both the general public and American businesses. In the early part of
the 21st century,growth in the US labor supply is expected to slow considerably. If labor de-
mand remains as strong as in recent years, firms will have to continue their active recruitment
of new workers to fill job openings. This increased emphasis on recruitment has created and
will continue to create new employment opportunities for a broader group of job seekers from
relatively untapped labor pools. Demographically, the share of whites and males in the labor
force will continue to fall in the 21st century, while the share of women and ethnic and racial
minority workers, especially Hispanics and Asians, will grow. The characteristics of this more
diverse group of individuals could have important implications for American workplaces.

High skills and knowledge are important to American firms competing in a global econo-
my and the best measure of skills and knowledge is educational attainment. While the US
workforce as a whole has a higher educational level than ever,some problems are clear. Lev-
els of educational attainment are quite low among recent immigrant groups. For example, less
than 25 percent of the Mexican-born population residing in the US has a high school diploma
or higher. As growth in the US labor force slows,improvements in the overall skills and com-
petence of the workforce will depend primarily on upgrading the skills of existing workers.
Attempts to improve the educational attainment of future cohorts of workers through educa-
tional reform are vitally important. Strong recruitment of new workers coupled with contin-
ued interest in cultivating workplace diversity means that businesses must be aware of cur-

rent and future trends in the racial,ethnic,age,and gender composition of the workforce.

1. A trend in the new American workforceis
[A] a declining number of males entering the workforce.
[B] a growing oversupply of workers in relation to demand.
[C] a growing oversupply of immigrant workers.
[D] a decreasing share of white workers in the workforce.
2. One characteristic of the new workforceis .
[A] the low educational level of it compared to previous years.
[B] the large share of Mexican immigrants,
[C] the low educational level of its immigrants,
[D] a gap between educational levels in certain immigrants,

3. By referring to problems with the Mexican immigrant workforce the author means to
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say that
[A] the government should be more selective about which immigrants they allow.

[B] employers must improve their recruitment methods to avoid hiring them.
[C] the education system needs to create programs to upgrade workers’ skills,
[D] the result will be a decrease in American competitiveness.
4, The main idea of the second text is .
[A] diversity of the workforce has its disadvantages.
[B] besides new opportunities, the changing workforce also contain challenges.
[C] the low educational levels of immigrants is a challenging problem.
[D] America had better face the problem of declining skills or it will suffer.
5. Which of the following would be the best title for the text?
[A] The drawbacks of immigrant labor.
[B] Reasons behind declining skills in the American workforce.
[C] The advantages and disadvantages of workplace diversity.
[D] The opportunities and challenges ahead in our changing workforce.
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Text two

Over the last twenty years, scholarly and popular writers have analyzed and celebrated
the worlds of leisure and entertainment in the burgeoning cities of mid nineteenth-century A-
merica, greatly expanding the literature on these subjects. They have found an enthusiastic
readership by offering glimpses of modes of leisure, performance, and charlatanism that pas-
sed from the scene in the early 20th century, indicating how lively they were and how com-
paratively impoverished our own entertainment choices have become in an era dominated by
corporate electronic media. ‘

Many scholars have been lured into a fascination with the extinct demimonde of dime
museums, exhibition halls, saloons, and industrial exhibitions. During this period entertain-
ment relied upon artful deception, comparable in importance to such contemporary forms of
amusement as minstrelsy and melodrama. The cultural activities were forms of representa-
tional play in which spectators are caused to doubt their perceptions and judgment. Entertain-
ments that tricked,or duped the paying public flourished in America’s cities in the 19th cen-
tury. What distinguished these cohorts of entertainers was not their ability to perpetrate
fraud but that they understood the dynamics of a new urban audience that enjoyed distinguis-
hing the genuine from the fake and the authentic from the concocted. The willing audience for
artful deceptions maintained a double consciousness in which it simultaneously marveled at
the qualities of the object or action displayed while enjoying the act of appraising the quality,
audacity,and performance of the deception.

By offering semiotic analyses of a range of Victorian performances, we learn there was
more to these exhibitions than appeared at first viewing. The tricks and lures of these enter-

tainers deserve a more than marginal position in American cultural history.

1. The author thinks current entertainment is inferior to that from the past because
[A] it is not lively and doesn’t have enough charlatanism.
[ B] the choices are controlled by corporate electronic media.
[C] there is a lack of funding towards quality entertainment.
[D] people’s values have changed for the worse.
2. It can be learned from this text that the types of entertainment discussed
[A] have become increasingly popular among scholars since the 1980s,
[ B] were so sophisticated that audiences suspected nothing.
[C] actually involved very little actual fraud.
[D] were successful in discouraging people from doubting their perceptions.
3. According to the author, the entertainment he discusses was so popular because
[A] people didn’t know they were being tricked.
[B] people liked the performances and the chance to test their own judgment.
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[C] people had a double consciousness of love and hate of it.

[D] people merely treated it an interesting game of deciding which was real and not.
4. It can be concluded from the text that

[A] the entertainment died out as society became more skeptical.

[B] the skills the entertainment employed were part of its ultimate demise.

[C] the entertainment used highly skilled understanding of human nature.

[D] the entertainment served a very important part role in the lives of people.
5. Which of the following best summarizes the main idea of the text?

[A] We should regard such entertainment as an important part of our cultural herit-

age.
[B] Entertainment was much better in the past than today.
[C] We should never underestimate the skills used to deceive.

[D] We need to make more people aware of this unique form of entertainment.
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