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Message

It is both an honour and a pleasure for me to contribute this message to the
magazine being issued on the occasion of the 6™ Southeast Asian Chinese Language
Teaching Convention.

[f a learner has a clear reason for learning a language, he will be more motivated to
succeed. Language enables a person to communicate with the local people and better
understand their culture when he goes abroad on holiday or for work purposes. The better
we understand other people’s cultures and outlook on life, the more we can break down
the barriers that divide people. Besides this, there are other good reasons for learning
languages other than your own. More and more companies are investing in staff training
in foreign languages or are looking to recruit people with language skills. Language
learning can improve career prospects. A good command of a language can increase one’s
confidence and thus help in presenting one’s views more effectively. Speaking someone
else’s language helps you to understand that person’s culture and their outlook on life: the
more people who do this, the more we can break down the barriers that divide people.

We are living in a new world. where success depends on us being competent in not
one language, but at least two languages or more. In particular, for Brunei to prosper in
future, we must make sure that our young are able to swim in the rising tide of economic,
intellectual and cultural interactions.

The Ministry of Education Brunei Darussalam has already initiated a Chinese
Language and other foreign languages learning programme in the continuing Education
Section under the Department of Technical Education. Many students take advantage of
this opportunity provided by the government. Additionally, some language learning
institutions should be established in the private sector to assist the community in learning
the Chinese Language. A number of schools in the sultanate have introduced special
Chinese Language classes for young learners. It is beneficial or our students to leave
school with a natural and unforced interest in the Chinese Language. They must be able to
brush up or advance their command of the Language when they find in necessary.

We have to find every way to develop the interest of our students in Chinese
Language. in view of the growing number of students who come from Malay-speaking
homes. We must help them to enjoy learning the language, and not only to excel in
examinations in school but also in situations beyond school.

We look forward to continuing efforts that will enhance the learning of the Chinese
Language and culture, which will make for a more vibrant society. | have long been in
favour of prompting contact between the youths of diverse cultures in Brunei Darussalam,
and hope that this Chinese Language Teaching Convention may contribute toward
promoting mutual understanding and greater co-operation.

Sincerely,
Pg. Dato Seri Setia Dr.Hj Mohammad bin Pg.Hj Abd Rahman

Deputy Minister of Education
Brunei Darussalam
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