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Text |

The Happiness and Sadness of Hollywood Stars

Hollywood suggests glamour, a place where the young star-struck
teenagers could, with a bit of luck, fulfill their dreams. Hollywood suggests
luxurious houses with vast palm-fringed swimming pools, cocktail bars and
furnishings fit for.a millionaire. And the big movie stars were millionaires:
Many spent their fortunes on yachts, Rolls Royces and diamonds. A few of
them lost their glamour quite suddenly and were left with nothing but

emptiness and colossal (B K#)) debts.
Movies were first made in Hollywood before World War 1. The constant

~ sunshine and mild climate of southern California made it an ideal site for

shooting motion pictures. Hollywood’s fame and fortune reached its peak in
the 1930s and 1940s, the golden days of the black and white movies. Most of
the famous motion pictures corporations of those days, Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer, Columbid and Warner Brothers are still very much in business and

- great stars like Greta Garbo, Marlen Dietrich, Charles Chaplin, Gary

Cooper, and many other besides, have become immortal.

In those days Hollywood was like a magnet, drawing ambitious young
men and women from all over the world. Most of them had only their good
iooks to recommend them and had no acting experience — or ability —
whatsoever. Occasionally they got jobs, if they were lucky enough to be
noticed. Gary Cooper was one of the few who was noticed. He started as a
stunt rider (353+: %), and from there rose to be one of the great stars of the

early Westerns. Many girls got jobs in cafes or gas stations, and as they




served their customers they tossed their heads and swung their hips, hoping to
attract the attention of some important person connected with the movies.
Most of them hoped in vain.

As for the stars themselves, they were held on a tight rein by the studio
chiefs who could make and break all but stars with really big appeal. The
stars were “persuaded” to sign seven-year contracts, during which time the
studio built up their images. Under their contracts the stars did not have the
right to choose their parts. Their studios decided everything.

No country in the world has developed so expertly the skill of advertising

as the Americans. They advertise everything, from ice cream to candidate
for the Presidency. The Hollywood studios, by means of advertising, turned
starlets into superstars. Many studio chiefs were tyrants, determined to get
their own way at all costs, no matter how unscrupulous (JCiE &N /)) the
means. .
Stars were often typecast (3K R 4B A f) and if he or she
appealed to the public as a lover, then he or she always played the part of a
lover. A star who was a hit as a cowboy or a bad guy, got the same kind of
role again and again. There was little arguing. “You are the perfect dumb
blond, baby, and that’s how you are going to stay,” they would say. They
even tried to interfere in their stars’ private lives. “No, sugar! You just can’t
marry Mel Billigan. He is too intellectual. He’d destroy your image.” Only
when they ceased to be stars did some of them discover that they were good
actors! Movie stars like Betty Davis, Katherine Hepburn, Spencer Tracy and
James Mason gave distinguished performances in character parts as well as
leading roles.

Hollywood is no longer the heart of the world’s motion picture industry.
Most movies today are filmed on location, that is to say, in the cities, in the
countryside, and in any part of the world that the script demands. The
Hollywood studios are still standing, but most of them have been leased to

television networks. About 80 of all American TV entertainment comes from
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Hollywood.
Yet Hollywood has not lost all its glamour. Movie stars still live there,
or in neighboring Beverley Hills, and so do many of the famous and wealthy

people who have made their homes in southern California.

Language Points

1. star-struck adj. B 2R
It’s the story of a star-struck young girl who goes to Hollywood to make
her fortune.
R F—MER D LR B RESE.
2. shoot v. F4% ., AR |
When the lights come up, we’re ready to shoot.
STEIT R G , AT R RE T .
The first half of the film was shot on location in Southern India.
BRI B ER ENETHRISNR
3. immortal adj. AR, KAK, AF5H
The Greek gods were immortal and so could not die.
FPEEMREAE N, HILASIET,
4, in vain {£37, 5%
The police looked for him in vain.
B (BEA B
They tried in vain to take away the gun from him.
AR FREE B EA .
5. rein n. B4 ;¥ AR
keep a tight rein on sb or sth / keep sb or sth on a tight rein J*#&¥#l, 29
iy
My father always kept us on a tight rein.
R FEBREH/BERIE™.
6. hit n. JATTIAZHEISHYEA



Her last film was a hit in the United States but it was less popular in
Britain.
B BB Fr E R EARAR TIROK LS, ME X E A #ha—L,
7. interfere in T, T ¥
Interfering in other people’s relationships is always a mistake.
FHIfte AR R BRFIRE .
A powerful nation as America is, she should not have interfered in other
country’s affairs.
KEBRAR—NRKRKER, EARRZ T 5 E K .
interfere with 555, KAk
She never had children because they would have interfered with her
dancing career.
W—EHEBEAEET, HAB T USSR I,
8. intellectual
adj. B 1 RIKW BB SR
He’s quite bright but he’s not what you would describe as intellectual.
AR EE B, (BN BB B TR
n. HRGT, 13 EhE

She found herself in a room full of intellectuals discussing philosophy and

politics.
i E CES T—EFHEEEMBUA K AR F .,
9. cease v. FH,1FH , K1k
The great man ceased to think.
XMMEASHKET .
My joy shall never cease.
A PRF A TR IE .
10. distinguished adj .
D) FAH), R, RIEH
distinguished guests HE
distinguished services %F#R T35/ F#K
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11.

12,

13.

2) Peerer A B (for, by)
He is distinguished for his diligence.
ADEIEE 2
on location 5N
The documentary was made on location in the Gobi Desert.
X HBLL R AL R BEME BT SLAH Y
lease
n. HfE, #2y, HEY, Hl
He has the flat on a long lease.
K HEAALE .
The lease runs out / expires in two years’ time.
ZHAMEFRI.
vt. HFH
It was agreed they would lease the flat to him / lease him the flat.
fbfTTE A A B A A A
build up 31,3875
Tension is building up between the two communities.
PR MR R B H R TR
They gave him soup to build up his strength.
i Tk At PG 7 LA KSR A T
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Exercises

Part | Reading in Depth

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by
some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice.

Passage One

Chuck Norris, a famous actor, once starred in over 20 feature films.
When he was a youngster, his father abandoned his family. They went on
welfare until his mother got a job at an aircraft plant. With no money for
babysitters, he rushed home from school every day to care for his two
younger brothers. When his mother remarried, his babysitting duties ended.
He was 16 and found a job packing groceries at a Boys Market in Gardena, a
Los Angeles suburb. It was the 1950s, and in those days grocery stores used
boxes for the heavier items. He thought everything was fine, until the end of
the first day, when the manager told him not to return. He wasn’t sacking
fast enough. He was a painfully shy kid, and he surprised even himself when
he blurted out, “Let me come back tomorrow and try one more time. I know
I'll do better.” Speaking up went against his very nature, but it worked. He
got a second chance, moved a lot faster.

That moment when he spoke up was burned in his memory, and so was
the lesson: “If you want to accomplish anything in life, you can’t just sit back
and hope it will happen.”

You’ve got to make it happen.” He was not a natural athlete when he

began studying karate (Z3Fif), but he trained harder than anyone else and

N4
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was a world middleweight karate champion for six years. He said, “If I don’t
stand a chance, I wouldn’t have. People complain that they haven’t
succeeded because they haven’t had the breaks.”

Dale F. Morrison, president and CEO of Campbell Soup Company got
his first job when he was ten. He delivered newspapers after school. He
didn’t just throw the paper onto people’s front lawns. Because everyone knew
him and his family, he was careful not to make mistakes. If he did, he knew
he would hear about it. So he knocked on doors, said hello and asked people
how they were. Then he handed them their paper. He said, “Contact with
customers, and good service, are what separate winners from losers. ” At a
recent meeting in Brussels he asked all of his European general managers the
last time they’d visited a retailer who sold their products. Answers ranged
from one week to six months to “It’s been a while.” He believed that
managers couldn’t serve customers effectively without meeting them. He
said, “You've got to get out there.” Not only did he visit supermarkets
around the world but he received and distributed a weekly report listing
customer complaints (and compliments). Selected calls to our 800 numbers
were put on audiotapes so that while driving to and from work his senior
executives could learn what customers liked and disliked. He concluded,
“Nothing is more important in business than listening to your customers. As

»

my employees know, I am passionate about customer service.

1. In describing his first job as a box boy, Chuck Norris lays special emphasis
on .

A) the hardships he experienced in boyhood

B) his personality traits

C) early lessons in speaking boldly

D) his failure to do the job fast enough

2. From the context we may figure out that the word “breaks” ( Para. 3,




