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Preface

Copy editors of the 21st century will reside at the very heart of print and online
media organizations, supplying the expertise that helps build credibility and serving
as gatekeepers of news and entertainment for the public. More than at any time in
history, media managers recognize and appreciate the value of good copy editors.
This recognition makes even better an already excellent employment picture for copy
editors, who are rewarded at many organizations with higher salaries than those of
reporters or writers with comparable experience.

Journalists with the personal attributes and word and visual skills explained
in this book will have no trouble finding stimulating and rewarding careers in the
mass media and its ancillary industries. In addition, those who aspire to become
managers will discover that the copy desk is a fertile training ground for learning
the intricacies of the print or online production process and is a frequent path to
management positions.

jevision highugrn

The fifth edition of Creative Editing addresses the impact that technological and com-
petitive changes have had on traditional media industries, particularly as they affect
the roles of copy editors. The new edition continues to recognize the pedagogical
need to incorporate information for public relations practitioners. At the same time,
the book emphasizes traditional and still highly valued print-editing skills: using cor-
rect grammar, punctuation, style and vocabulary; fact checking; writing headlines;
handling photographs and informational graphics; using typography; understanding
legal and ethical matters; and designing and laying out pages.

A special feature of Creative Editing continues to be the extensive collection of
in-book exercises, which allows students to test their understanding of the material in
each chapter and to practice their editing skills. Exercises for this edition appear in a
special workbook section at the end of the text instead of at the end of each chapter.
New exercises have been added, and students may download exercises from a Web
site to practice electronic editing and layout. Answers to all exercises are found online
on the Book Companion Web site.

The authors believe that the Internet and online publishing offer great poten-
tial as an expanding job market for copy editors. The fifth edition underscores the
growing importance of digital editing, with a strong emphasis on the Web. Practical
material integrated throughout the book focuses on how to edit copy for Web sites,
how to access Internet discussion groups of interest to communicators, how to use
Internet search and fact-checking tools, how to write online headlines and how to
design and lay out Web pages.

This edition also contains updated material on journalism ethics, including
new discussions about media credibility, media convergence, online ethics and recent
incidences of ethical lapses by journalists at large media organizations.

The popular feature called “Professional perspective,” which spotlights a media
professional to help students understand the work of copy editors, has been updated
with new profiles. Examples include question-and-answer interviews with a Web
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designer based in London and a managing editor who helped her newspaper wina
Pulitzer Prize for its coverage of the Columbine killings.

Throughout the book, the authors have attempted to adhere to Associated Press
style and have sought to avoid sexism, racism, ageism, homophobia and other dis-
criminatory language.

Organization of the Text

As in prior editions, the organization of Creative Editing remains logical and pro-
gressive. Chapter 1 explores how 21st century copy editors will be asked to hone
their multitasking skills to perform in a variety of media forms—print, broadcast,
and online.

Chapters 2 through 5 focus on the copy editor’s tools: the proper use of gram-
mar and punctuation; the importance of precision and consistent style when editing
words, sentences and paragraphs; the importance of editing leads and making news
judgments when editing stories, whether in print or online; and the need to chéck
facts, including how to use electronic databases. An extensive list of frequently mis-
used words appears in Chapter 3 of this fifth edition rather than in an appendix as
in earlier editions.

Chapter 6 discusses legal concerns that affect editors, including libel, invasion
of privacy and copyright infringement. Chapter 7 examines ethical situations of spe-
cific concern to editors, including online ethics, and suggests an analytical framework
that should prove useful in ethical decision-making. This chapter includes the ethics
codes that leading journalism and public relations professional organizations have
adopted, as well as updated examples of ethics guidelines from individual publica-
tions across the country.

Chapter 8 discusses typography, particularly type sizes, widths, styles, weights
and families, and includes an expanded section on Web typography. Chapter 9, which
focuses on the art of writing headlines, discusses the function and characteristics
of headlines, increasingly important in the online environment, and offers rules
for writing, counting, placing and styling headlines in all print media, including
magazines.

Chapters 10 and 11 examine visual journalism, focusing particularly on editing
pictures and infographics, including digital photographs, and on designing and lay-
ing out pages, both for print publications and on the Web. Chapter 11 also discusses
how to create public relations materials. .

We have provided additional teaching resources to assist you in teaching your copy-
editing courses:

N Web Site for Creative Editing This Web site will continue to provide online
exercises for students as well as answers to exercises, a glossary, Web addresses,’
and other resources students can use to improve their skills:

www.thomsonedu.com/masscomm/bowles

# InfoTrac® College Edition Access to this online database of reliable, full-length
articles (not abstracts) from thousands of academic journals and popular
sources may be packaged with the book. Students will receive a passcode,
which will provide them with access to InfoTrac College Edition for four
months. Contact your local representative for more information.
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