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Unit One

Section A Sample Dialogues About Meeting People

1. How to Greet

(John Smith and Zhang Wei meet at a reception. )

Smith: Hello, I'm John Smith.

Zhang: Hello, I'm Zhang Wei from China.

Smith: Nice to meet you.

Zhang: Nice to meet you, too.

Smith; How long have you been in Britain?

Zhang: Just two weeks. I'm studying at Leeds University as a visiting scholar.
Smith: Oh, there must be many things here different from your country.
Zhang: Yes. What surprised me most is the changeable weather.

Smith: I'm not surprised to hear that. But you'll soon get used to it.
2. How to Introduce

(Linda and Mike are at the gate of the university. They are going to visit Linda’s teacher,
Miss Black. )

Linda: Mike, I would like to introduce my teacher, Miss Black, to you. Shall we go and
visit her now?

Mike: OK. Let’s go.

Linda: Miss Black, this is my friend, Mike. Mike, this is my teacher, Miss Black.

Black: How do you do, Mike?

Mike: How do you do, Miss Black? I'm glad to meet you.

Black: I'm glad to meet you, too. Are you and Linda in the same college?

Mike: Yes, I'm in Mr Smith’s class.

Linda: MissBlack, Mike is a very good soccer player. He has played it for years.

Black: Has he? I like watching soccer games.



Mike: Will you come and watch us play someday, Miss Black?
Black: Yes, I will. Thank you.
(' The doorbell rings. )
Linda: We must go to class now. Goodbye, Miss Black.
Black: Good - bye, Linda. Good —bye, Mike.
Mike: Bye - bye.

3. How to Part

(Mary and Li Ming are on their way to the Odeon Cinema. They meet Mary’s friend, Jane. )

Mary. Hi, Jane. How are you?

Jane: Oh, Mary. Fine. How are you?

Mary: Very well. Jane, this is my friend, Li Ming.

Li Ming: Hi.

Jane: Hello.

Mary: Well, it's quite a while since I saw you last. Nice meeting you here. But I've got to go
now. We're going to the cinema. The film begins at 10. Jane: Bye then. Come to have tea some-
time. Mary: OK. Bye. (after the movie )

Mary.: Well, that was really an interesting movie!

Li Ming: I'm glad you like it.

Mary: Thank you, Li Ming. You were so kind to invite me.

Li Ming: Oh, it was my pleasure. How about having a drink at the bar?

Mary: Sounds well. Let me see---. (looking at the watch ) Oh, sorry, it seems I have to
go back now.

Li Ming: Goodness, I didn’t realize it was so late. But it’s really a pity you can’t stay a little
longer.

Mary: I'd like to, but not this evening. It’s too late.

Li Ming: OK. May [ see you home back?

Mary: My home isn’t far from here, so I can go home very soon. It’s really a nice evening,
and thank you again, Li Ming. Good night.

Li Ming: Good night, Mary.

New Words and Expressions

greeting n. i) iz
different from He... Akt
¢ D



introduce v t.

soccer player

part n.

vt & L
reception n.
university n.
scholar n.
surprise n.

0.1
changeable adj.
weather n.

Key Sentence Patterns

1. First meeting

(1) How do you do?
(2) Hello, Mr Wang.
2. Everyday greetings

(1) Good morning/ afternnon/evening.

(2) Morning.

(3) How are things?

(4) How about you?

(5) What about you?

(6) Hi. How are you doing?
(7) How is anything going?
3. Introductions

(1) Allow me to introduce:---.
(2) May I introduce ---9
(3) Td like to introduce ---
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(4) This is «--.

4. Partings

(1) Good - bye.
(2) See you later.
(3) See you.

(4) So long.

(5) Bye.

Cultural Notes

1. Greetings are very important since they contribute to the first impression with the people
get of you. They also provide opportunities to impress people with your personality and manners. In
the U. S. A., you can even call a person by their first name you meet them. It is not impolite,
but show you are nice and easy — going.

2. Under normal circumstances, in western countries people like to introduce young people
to the elders, to introduce the younger generation to the older one, to introduce the lower — level
ones to higher authorities, to introduce men to women to show courtesy and respect.

3. Greetings in an informal situation, especially among young people they’d like to head
when people meet

4. In the west, when two people first meet and are getting acquainted with each other, it is
common to talk about one’s work, aspects of one’s social identity, including education, employ-
ment experience, technical and general knowlege, personal interests, routine activities, likes
and dislikes, and leisure time activities. It is accetable to ask how old small children are, but it

is not normal to ask how old adults are.

Practical Drills

1. Complete the following diaolgues with suitable conversational strategies
1. A: Hello, Ann.

B: Hello, Amy. , Mike. Come in, please. Can I take your coats?
A: Thank you very much. What a lovely house!
B: I'm glad you like it.
2. A. 8532146.
B: Jim Smith here. Could I speak to Mr Darnley, please?
A Speaking.
B.: Oh, it's you. Martin, ? I didn’t recognize your voice. Sounds as if you're



miles away.
: Do you mind if I sit here?

, not at all.

: Hello. I'm Linda. Nice to meet you.

, too. What is your vocation?

A
B
A: Hi, my name is Cathy.
B
A
B

: I'm a student at Yale University. How about you?

A: I'm a high schhol teacher.
II. What to Say

1. When meeting a stranger

A: How do you do?

B: How do you do?

Pleased to meet you.

A. Glad to meet you.
Pleased

Nice

B: Glad
Pleased

Nice

to meet you, too.

2. When Introducing People

I'd like you to meet my

boy friend, David.
collegeue, Mary.

wife, Lucy.

roommate, Jane.

history teacher, Mr Smith.

3. When Taking Leave

A: T've got to go now.

B: Bye, then.

Additional Exercises

I . Filling the blanks
A: Hello?
B: Hi, Mr Li




: Yes.

.

: Hi, Wang Lin. 2 7

I'm fine. Hope I haven't called you too late tonight.

: Oh, no, no.

= > % > = >

Oh, well. You must have been reading my mind because Linda and I are putting together
a party that start at 12: 00 this Sunday.
3

: And, 4 , we havn’t met up in a long time.

A
B
A: Yeah, I think we should get together. I'll be there on time.
B: OK. Well, thank you very much, Mr Li, talk to you later.

A. 5 , my friend.

Il . Situational practice

1. Now you are at a conference and you haven’t known Miss Brown. Make a dialogue about
the first meeting between you and Jane Brown. You are given some useful expressions: Excuse
me, I'm-:-, are you---from---? How was---? Is there anything I can do for you? What do you
think of---?

2. You are at a reception. You don’t know anyone there. You notice a tall guy standing in the
corner. Just go up to him and introduce yourself.

3. Introduce your friend to your colleague and comment on the course you are taking atthe
moment.

4. You are going to meet supervisor at his office. On your way, you meet your friend, Phil-
ip. You greet each other and then excuse yourself, because there are only 15 minutes remainig for
the meeting.

5. Have you ever heard any interesting story about people’s first meeting? Work in groups and

select the most interesing story to tell the other students of yours.

Section B A Passage for Reading Aloud

Reaching the Top of the Mountain

“You can always see a beautiful sky at the top of the mountain, but you can’t see it before

il

you reach the top. ’
< 6.



Whenever the sun dropped and the blue sky camp up, my father and I used to climb the
mountain near my house. Walking togher, my father and I used to have a lot of conversations
through which I learned lessons from his experiences. He always stressed to me, “You should
have objectives and capacity like the mountain. ”

This has largely influenced my life. Without the mountain — climbing that we both enjoyed,
we couldn’t have had enough time to spend together because my father was very busy. I believe
mountaineering is really beneficial. It gave me time to talk with my father and to be in deep cont-
enmplation as well as develop my patience. I loved scaling mountains, to get away from noise and
pollution of the city, and breathe the fresh air.

One time we climbed a very high mountain. It was so challenging for me because I was only
ten years old. During the first few hours of climbing, I enjoyed the fresh air, the birds’ singing,
and the beautiful dances of butterflies; but as time passed, I got a pain in both my legs. At that
moment, [ wanted to quit climbing. Actually, I hated it at that moment, but my father said to
me, “Spring is a season when everything comes to life again. The mountain and fields where we
are standing are embroidered with flowers and trees. You can always see a beautiful sky at the top
of the mountain, but you can’t see it before you reach the top. You can always enjoy the scenes of
the waterfalls and countless peaks and valleys at the top of the mountain, but you can’t when you
are halfway up. Only there at the top, can you embrace all of those things, just like in life. ”

At that time, 1 was too young to understand his thoughts, but after that, I got new hope and
confidence. Finally, I found myself standing at the top of the mountain. And there, I could see

the whole of the sky, which was as clear as crystal.

New Words and Expressions

infinity n. ToBR
eternity n. JKIL 5 T6oF
mountain n. 1. th; &l
2. 1Rk
stress n. 1. Jkif; & A
2. Y ; HE
3.
v. L. 1. FHE; R
2. FE
objective adj. B
n. Hir: HiW



capacity

influence

mountaineer

beneficial

contemplation

patience

pollution

breathe

challenge

butterfly

embroider

scene

waterfall

peak

embrace

confidence
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3. fFiD

crystal n. 1. K&,
2. 45hh
adj. IKERI; B
Exercises

Translate the sentences into English orally
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