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Characteristics of the English
Characteristics of the Welsh
Characteristics of the Scots
Characteristics of the Irish
10. Immigrants in Britain
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1. Read the following unfinished statements or questions careful-
ly. For each unfinished statement or question four suggested an-
swers marked A, B, C, and D are given. Choose the one you think
best completes the statement or answers the question.

1. Great Britain is separated from the rest of Europe by
in the south.
A. Atlantic Ocean B. North Sea
C. English Channel D. “Chunnel”
2. The two large islands that make up the British Isles are

A. Scotland and Ireland
B. Britain and Scotland
C. Great Britain and Northern Ireland
D. Great Britain and Ireland.
3. About a hundred years ago, Britain ruled an empire that had
of the world’s people and land area.
A. one third B. one fourth
C. one fifth D. one sixth
4. Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in Britain is located in

A. England B. Wales
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10.

11.

12.

C. Scotland D. Northern Ireland

There are three natural zones in Scotland. Which of the fol-
lowing is the exception? .

A. Highlands in the north B. the central Lowlands

C. the Eastern Uplands D. the Southern Uplands

There are political divisions on the island of Great
Britain.
A. two B. three C. four D. five

. Britain’s longest rivers are

A. the Severn and the Clyde
B. the Thames and the Clyde
C. the Clyde and the Humber
D. the Severn and the Thames

. The English Channel separates the island of Great Britain

from .
A. Denmark B. Belgium C. France D. ltaly

is the largest and most populous of the three politi-
cal divisions of Great Britain.

A. Scotland B. England
C. Wales D. Northern Ireland
The Eisteddfod is a (an) festival of poetry, music

and other arts.

A. English B. Scottish C. Welsh D. Irish

The British Empire was replaced by the British Common-
wealth or the Commonwealth of Nations in .

A. 1930 B. 1931 C. 1949 D. 1945

About three million people have migrated to Britain since
World War . They are mainly from the West Indies,

- HAE@mR °3°



and Pakistan.

A. Indonesia B. India
C. Hong Kong D. Singapore

13. In Northern Ireland make up the dominant group.
A. Roman Catholics B. English Protestants

C. Non-religious people D. Jewish people
14. The largest lake in the British Isles is .
A. Loch Lomond B. Lough Neagh

C. Windermere D. Ullswater
15. The capital of Scotland is .

A. London B. Belfast

C. Manchester D. Edinburgh

KEY' 1.c2. D3 B4.C5 C6.B7.DS8. C
9.B10. C 11. B 12. B 13. B 14. B 15. D

1, Fill in each of the following blanks.

1. The two larger islands that make up the British Isles are
Great Britain and

2. There are three political divisions on the island of Great Brit-
ain: England, and Wales.

3. The is a free association of independent countries
that were once colonies of Britain.

4. Britain is separated from the rest of Europe by the English
Channel between England and France in the south and

in the east.
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5. The north and west of Britain are mainly
6. The second largest and most important river in Britain is

7. The largest lake in Britain is in Northern Ireland

which covers an area of 396 square kilometers.
8. The , which is a warm current, passes the western
coast of the British Isles and warms them.
9. The is a Welsh festival of poetry, music and other
arts.
10. It had been said that the uncertainty about has had

a definite effect upon the Englishman’s character.

11. The English language developed mainly from the Anglo-
Saxon and languages.

12. People in the East End section of London speak a harsh dia-
lect called

13. New Immigrants since World War Il are mainly from the
West Indies, India and

14. The ancestors of were the ancient Britons who es-
caped from the invading Angles and Saxons and found shelter
in the wild mountains of Wales.

15. Many Scottish names begin with M’, Mc or Mac, which
means “ ” in Gaelic, the old Celtic language of the
Scots.

%f%f 1. Ireland 2. Scotland 3. Commonwealth 4. the

North Sea 5. highlands 6. the Thames River 7. the Lough
Neagh 8. North Atlantic Drift 9. Eisteddfod 10. the
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weather 11. Norman-French 12. cockney 13. Pakistan

14.

the Welsh  15. son of

111, Define each of the following terms in English.

1.

3.

The United Kingdom

The United Kingdom is a country in northern Europe. It con-
sists of four political divisions — England, Scotland, and
Wales, which make up the island of Great Britain, and
Northern Ireland. The nation’s official name is the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. When peo-
ple refer to the country, most shorten its name to the United
Kingdom; the UK; Great Britain; or Britain.

British Empire

Britain has been one of the most important countries in the
world. About a hundred years ago, as a result of its imperial-
ist expansion, Britain ruled an empire that had one fourth of
the world’s people and one fourth of the world’s land area. It
had colonies not only in North America, but also in Asia,
Africa and Australia. However, the two world wars greatly
weakened Britain. The British colonies became independent
one after another. The British Empire gradually disappeared
and it was replaced by the British Commonwealth or the
Commonwealth of Nations in 1931.

British Commonwealth or the Commonwealth of Nations

It is a free association of independent countries that were
once colonies of Britain. Member nations are joined together
economically and have certain trading arrangements. The
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Commonwealth has no special powers. The decision to be-
come a member of the Commonwealth is left to each nation.
At present there are 50 member countries within the Com-
monwealth (1991).

. National Eisteddfod

Eisteddfod is the Welsh word for “sitting”. National Eistedd-
fod is the most famous festival of music and verse in Wales.
It takes place each August and lasts for about a week. The
highlight of the festival is competition for the best epic poem
about Wales written and read in Welsh. The winner is
crowned Bard, considered the supreme honor in Wales. In
this way the Welsh people keep the Welsh language and cul-
ture alive.

. The Thames River

The Thames River is the second largest and most important
river in Britain. It is 336 kilometers long, rising in Southwest
England and flowing through England and out into the North
Sea. It flows rather slowly, which is very favorable for water
transportation.

. The Chunnel

In 1985 the British government and French government de-
cided to build a channel tunnel, which is called “Chunnel”,
under the Straits of Dover so that England and France could
be joined together by road. The Chunnel was open to traffic
in May 1994.

. Immigrants in Britain

About 3 million people have migrated to Britain since World
War 1I. They are mainly from the West Indies, India and Pa-
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10.

. 8.

kistan.

The Severn

Britain’s longest river (189 mils, or 290 km), which rises in
northeast Wales and flows cast and south into the Bristol
Channel. It is famous for its periodic ‘bore’ (tidal wave)
which, for a short time, makes the water flow back up the
part of the river nearest the sea.

The Lough Neagh

The largest lake in the British Isles, in Northern Ireland of
Belfast. It is popular with yachtsmen and walkers. ‘Lough’ is
the Irish word for ‘lake’.

The Lake District

The Lake District is in north-west England and North Wales.
The Lake District is one of the popular tourist attractions in
Britain. It is well known for its wild and beautiful scenery
and 15 lakes. The largest ones are Windermere, Ullswater,
Derwentwater and Coniston Water. It was also the home of
the Lake poets William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Cole-
ridge and Robert Southey of 19th century Britain.

. Questions and answers on the chapter.

What are the differences between Britain and the British Isles,
Great Britain, England. the United Kingdom and the British
Commonwealth?

Strictly speaking, the British Isles, Great Britain and Eng-
land are geographical names. They are not the official name
of the country. The British isles lie off the west coast of Eu-
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