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We are pleased to provide a special preface for the new Chinese edition of
Plant Physiology—the tenth language into which the text has been translated.
The event is a true landmark in the book’s publication history. China represents
20% of the world’s population, and ranks first among rice-producing countries.
Besides its economic importance, rice has long served as an important experi-
mental system in plant biology, alongside such workhorses as Arabidopsis, to-
bacco, and soybeans, to name a few. Among other topics, Plant Physiology
includes discussions of rice metabolism, physiology, growth, and development,
including the rice genome and the roles of photoperiod and hormones in grain
production.

As a field, plant physiology encompasses a wide range of subdisciplines,
from evolution, ecology, and anatomy at one end, to molecular biology, bio-
chemistry, and biophysics at the other. Plant physiologists draw on information
from all of these subdisciplines in attempting to solve the basic problems of plant
biology, as well as to increase crop yields. It is an unavoidable fact of life that as
the world”s population continues to grow, the earth’s capacity to feed this ex-
panding population continues to shrink. At the same time, the use of fossil fuel
poisons our environment and accelerates global warming. As earth’s original
and still most efficient solar collectors, plants hold the key to expanding the
world’s food supply and to developing alternative energy sources. Never has the
world’s need been greater for a new generation of plant physiologists armed
with the appropriate scientific tools to solve these vital problems. One of the im-
portant aims of Plant Physiology is to provide students with the scientific tools
they will need to tackle the formidable agricultural and environmental challenges
that lie ahead.

More than the work of particular individuals, Plant Physiology represents
the collective wisdom and hard work of many dedicated people. To this long list
may now be added the names of Professor Chunpeng Song of Henan University
and Professor Xuelu Wang of Fudan University, including their colleagues, who
conceived and spearheaded the current Chinese translation. Translating a scien-
tific textbook, especially one of this length and depth, is an extremely daunting
task, requiring close familiarity with the technical of specialized fields in both
languages. We congratulate Porfessor Song, Professor Wang and their collabo-
rators on the successful completion of this grand project, and we hope that the
fruits of their labors will be valued and enjoyed by the thousands of students in

colleges and universities throughout China.

Lincoln Taiz
Eduardo Zeiger
June 23, 2009
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