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Part 1

Task 1

Do you know the Ivy League universities? Look at the following blazer badges of the
world top universities of Ivy League and match them with the universities they

represent.

Learning Objectives

In this unit, you are going to watch and listen to some news
reports, news stories and interviews. Through doing a series of
tasks, you will
® grasp the main ideas of the video clips about education;
@ get to know recent trends of education and potential
problems with it;
® express their opinions on college education;
® write a summary based on the report about concerns
over the quality of education.

Lead-in
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Columbia University Princeton University
Brown University Yale University .
Pennsylvania University Harvard University

Cornell University Dartmouth University

Task 2

Read the following questions and discuss them with your partner.
What role does education play in one’s life? Can you cite some
examples to illustrate your viewpoint?

What do you know about the educational systems in China and the US?
What are the similarities and differences between them?

Is Chinese education satisfactory from your own experience? If not, in

N

w

what way do you think it can be improved?
4. Some people believe that education is primarily a personal matter and
has little to do with school or college. Do you agree? Why or why not?

Task 3

Watch a video clip “ Educational Uses of Second Life” and answer the question: Is learning by
playing games effective and fun? Why or why not?

Part 2 Watching & Listening

Section A
Directions: In this section, you are going to watch a video clip * American Educational System”
(2'47"). Read the following words and phrase aloud first and then finish the tasks

below.



Unit 1 Education

Word Bank

ﬁ Task 1

Watch the video clip carefully and then choose the best answer to each of the following
questions.
. Why is education the center of global competition in this century?
A) Globalization has made isolation impossible in this world.
B) Brain power is often confined to advanced countries.
C) Brain power has become the competitive advantage in the 21st century.
D) Every child is facing a more challenging world.
2. Generally speaking, what is the p with the i ional system according to the
video clip?
A) The world has become very competitive. B) It is somewhat outdated.
C) It is catastrophic. D) It cannot turn out high-scoring students.
Which of the following best summarizes the feelings of many well-known figures about the American
education?
A) Concerned. B) Desperate. C) Optimistic. D) Indifferent.
4. Why are major corporations moving jobs, especially technology jobs, out of the US?
A) Because they offer very low wages which ican employ are not i in.
B) Because they plan to cut down their costs by recruiting in other countries.
C) B America is planning to i the world market by encouraging multinationals to
develop in foreign countries.
D) Because America is not tuming out a labor force ready to compete in a global economy.

ﬁ Task 2

Watch the video clip again focusing on the specific information, and then decide whether the
following statements are true or false. Write T for true and F for false.
1 ican educati system is g children for a more challenging world.
2. Unlike the US, other countries are undertaking education reform and educating children for
a modern world.

w




21T/ AP I BN T IRKE (=)

3. The US was better than Estonia in terms of the test results of the best math students, but
it was near the bottom of the test group.

4. The writer of a 2007 Time ine article beli students have not made full
use of the educational system.
5. According to Intel's Senior Vice-President, the United States will become a third-world

labor market by the year 2030.

* Task 3

Watch the Video clip the third time focusing on the specific information, and then fill in the
blanks with the missing information.

1. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and D P P 1) of
15-year-olds in its 30 member countries. The most recent testing ranks the United States at 17th for
2) , 24th for math literacy, and 16th for 3) . America’s
share of the world's college students has fallen to 4) of what it was 30
years ago.

2. Microsoft's Bill Gates 1) , “America’s high schools are 2 ) B
He's leading a major advocacy movement to get our 3) standardized testing in
this country 4 ) before it's too late.

Section B

Directions: In this section, you are going to listen to a report “ Online Education Helps
Students, Teachers in Small Towns” (2'55"). Read the following words aloud first
and then finish the tasks below.

Word Bank

g Task 1

Listen to the report and then answer the following questions briefly.
1. Why are students attracted to Branson Online program?

2 Wh;t do teachers like about the virtual classroom?




Unit 1 Education

3. What is the problem with the brick-and-mortar traditional model according to Kris Enright?

g Task 2

Listen to the report again and fill in blanks in the following table.

Enroliment
General

Introduction | Source  of
Students

Reasons Why  Students

the Program Is

Nearly 1)

Most of them are students of 2)

Some have 3 ) , some are 4) , and
some are 5) . Other kids have 6)

or just weren't 7)

Attractive
Teachers

They know their students much more since 8)
and they appreciate 9)

Operation of the Program

Kris Enright

Comments on

Students work their way through 10) + Which
can range from strictly text-based 11 ) to
computer-simulated 12 ) . Homework

assignments are e-mailed to teachers, who respond
13)

. technology of online education is really just

14) a new theory of teaching. ... What's
really great about it is no longer the onlineness. It's the
15) ., it's the ability to 16)

exactly prescriptively 17)

the Program

Comment

g Task 3

You're going to hear three sentences twice. Listen to each of them carefully and write down

Whether Branson Online graduates will also look somewhat similar
18) , while what can be seen is that a large
19) of school districts planned to 20)

Internet or video-based learning programs.

what you've heard. Then paraphrase the sentences orally in your own words.

1.
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Part 3 Watching & Speaking

Directions: In this section, you are going to watch a video clip “Is College Still Worth the Price”
(3'25"). Read the ing words and ph aloud first and then finish the tasks
below.

Word Bank

* Task 1

Watch the video clip twice focusing on the specific information, and then fill in the blanks.

Questions from the Replies from the intervie

interviewer Penelope Wang

... we discovered there are a number of factors, some of them

are 1) , driving college costs. One is

2) . There's record numbers of kids graduating from

high school, all wanting to go to college or at least
What is behind the surge in | 3) . And there’s also 4 ) from the
college cost? government, both federal and state which also pushes tuition

| prices up. But one of the most surprising factors we found was

5) to send their kids to realy

6) ~ colleges. And that creates a cycle that |
| (7) tuition at all colleges.

( To be continued)



