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ABSTRACT
4

Most extant researches on traditional Chinese cities pay litle attention to the institutional
aspects of the issue. By studying the puhu (shop households) of Beijing in the Ming dynasty, this
thesis tries to achieve a better of the social institutions of the capital city, in.

particular the tax and corvee burden assumed by its residents.

In the early decades of the Ming dynasty, the government attempted to manage rural
population by implementing the /ijia and huangce systems. Concurrently, government control in-
Beijing and Nanjing, the two capital cities, was accomplished by establishing the fangxiang (ward)
and puhu (shop households) systems. Whereas the fangviang system was applied to maintain
social order by monitoring urban residences in spatial and geographical terms, the puhu system
was implemented to impose taxes and corvee responsibilities on city-dwellers.

Under the puhu system, the residents were categorized into different “hang” according to.
their professions and businesses. Puiu was to assume the taxation or corvee duties assigned by the

2 and was ible for ing various goods and services required by the

government. In fact, “purchasing duties” (maiban) was the heaviest burden taken up by pui.
Throughout the Ming dynasty, the practices of maiban system had been moditicd from times to.
time. Its u=nsformation also triggered many changes among the fangxiang and pui u systems.

ad]

Because the maiban duties had never been quantified at a rate, the
by the mid.le- and lower-strata shop househol Is became more and more intolerab'e in view of the
financial crisis emerged by the end of the Ming. Many shop households of Beijing escaped. The
taxation and the financial system of the government became shattered as a result.

Key words: ‘
Beijing, Fangxiang (ward), Puhu (shop households), Maiban (purchasing duties)
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