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Preface

At the turn of this century, Songs of Gold Mountain, two collections of
Chinese American rhymes, was published. They express the pain and
suffering of the Chinese in America. Today, we are putting forth
Literary Grace of a Chinese School to tell the stories of a new
generation--children of the Chinese immigrants--and of their life,
thoughts, emotions, and pursuit of happiness. The former are words
of sorrow, but the latter, of joy. I am a third generation Chinese
American born and raised here. I received my education and worked
here. Being over seventy years old, I have experienced much in life,
and am deeply impressed by what I am seeing now. It has been said
that "literature is to carry the principles of society.” Literature mirrors
the diversity of society as the voice of one’s heart. Literary Grace of a
Chinese School clearly reveals the new spirit and aspiration of this
generation of Chinese Americans--of their being members of
mainstream American society. I am awed by the expressions of this
young generation,

Mr. Pui-Chee Leung, Vice Principal of Cumberland Chinese High
School, is 2n energetic and talented educator. Since 1985, he has
become the chief administrator of our school. Experienced,
knowledgeable, and resourceful, Mr. Leung tirelessly advocates
innovative methods in the Chinese language education of Chinese
American youths. He has had remarkable results, With his scholarly
expertise and foresight, he recognizes a need and hence has started a
vigorous collection of writings by our Chinese American students.
Thus comes this anthology, Literary Grace of a Chinese School. It
marks the progress and accomplishment of our Cumberland Chinese
High School, which bears good witness to the Chinecse education
program of the Cumberland Church. It also gives due recognition to
our student writers, to encourage and enhance their interests in
Chinese language study. More significantly, this anthology



acknowledges the heritage and legacy of this generation of young
Chinese Americans in our community.

Chao I (1727-1814), a prominent scholar of the Ch’ing Dynasty, once
wrote in his poem, "On Poetics":

Poems of Li Po and Tu Fu have been popular for ten thousand
generations;

Today, their words are no longer so refreshing or unique.

In each generation, men of talent will appear

And champion a poetic style for some hundred years.

1t is with this in mind that we would like the works of our students to
spread far and wide and to go down to posterity.

PR v N

Elder Smith M. Jang, Principal
New Year’s Day, 1990
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